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4 cTOs U... HET, He CJIOBHO I'POMOM OTJIYLIEHHBIM, HO YTO-TO OKOJIO TOro. OgHO [eJI0 BCAKMUE
HEBUHHBIE IIAJIOCTH C POJHOM CECTPEHKOM, a IPyTroe - 0CO3HaBaTh, YTO OHa B TeOs BroOneHa. JT0...
Heoxupganuo. X0Ts, KaKoW, HaQur, «HEOXKHUAaHHO», UANO0TA THl KyCOK?! YepT! ITO Ke OBII0 Tak
O0YEeBHU[IHO...

B 3TOT MOMEHT MaMa IPHIIIa B ce0sT OT BEIXOOKH CBOei mouepu. OHa HEYHUTAeMBIM B3TJISIIOM
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha MeHs, a II0TOM, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, BCTaja U3-3a CTOJIa U OBICTPHIM IIIAarOM
OTIIPaBUIIACh K KOMHATE CECTPHL. A ... A uTo s1? Ha HErHyImxcsl Horax JOKOBEUISIJI 10 CTYJa U CeJl,
npUIIGIeHHO BHIOXHYB OMHO €IMHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO:

— bndars...

— Ara, — XMEBEIKHYIJIQ, IIepeBensd Ha MEeHA B3rJiiang IlKeccuka.

CHOBa HACTyIUJIa TUIIKXHA, a I IOTPY3UJICS B BOCIIOMUHAHUS, CTapasiCh HallymaTh TOT MOMEHT,
KOTZIa BCE 9TO Ha4asioch. Korma mpou30Ién TOT MUT, ©U3MEeHHUBIIHH BCE? Korma oHa cTajla CMOTPeTh
Ha MeHs APyTUM B3risgoM? M 3ToT MOMeHT Haiésncs. Tpu, MaTh UX, Tofa Ha3afd... TpHu monOaHHBIX
roga s ObII cjiell Kak 6apaH, TPy 9TOM Befis ce0s KaK HaCTOSIIUY MyIaK ¥ JIWIIL IOAIUBAI Macya B
OTOHb CBOMMH IIIyTKaMu!

Korpa s ycmen ctaTh TakuM cientoM? 51 Bcerpa gymait, uto, 6maromapst onbiTy CyHb X3, MOT
IPOYUTATD JTI0OYIO KEHIIUHY. MOT MOHSATH, Yero OHa X04eT, Yero JKejgaeT ¥ YTO BUJUT B CBOUX
Ipé3ax, CTOUT el 3aKPHITh I'71a3a. [louemy s He MOHSIT?

A MOXeT S He XOTeJl TOHUMATh?

Ha... TIoxoxke Ha paBay. f MOMHIO, KaK BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb MeUTall 0 CEeCTPEHKe. MeuTar, 4To 6ynmy
e€ 3amumaTh 1 0amoBaTh. ITa MeuTa OblJIa eIIé CO MHOM B IIEPBOM KMU3HHU, TOH, I'Ne s OB 0OLIYHBEIM
napHeM CeHbKOU. Ho B TOM XKM3HU MOSI MeUTa He OCYLIeCTBHIach. MoHaxy e OBIIO IJIeBATh - O
HEeTrO0 XKEeHIIUWHBI JaBHO U MTPOYHO CTAJIM aCCOOUUPOBATLECA C YOOBOJIBCTBHUEM. QU3NYECKUM U
MopasnbHEIM. Ho HacTama TpeThs XKU3Hb U MEUTa O CECTPE BOIJIOTUIIACH B XKU3Hb. §1 pagoBascs, X0Tbh
M He TI0Ka3bIBaJsl 9TOr0. PafoBarsics, mo0usl mpoBOAKUTh BpEMS U yMaJl, YTO, pa3 OTlla He CTajlo, TO
3aboTa 0 cecTpe Iepelia Ha Mou Iie4u. {1 myman, 4to Oyny obeperats €€, 3alluIlaTh, T0Ka He
HaWIETCS MyK4UHA, B KOTOPOM 5 Oyny yBepeH. MyzKurHa, KOTOPHIH MOJTyYUT MOE 0go0peHue u
n11000Bb Oenunuy, ¥, KOTOPOMY S CMOTY ITepefaTh 3Ty MOYETHYIO POJIb...

MHe HpaBUIIOCh Opa3HuTh Penunuio, Beb B MOEM MO3TYy €CTh YETKOE pa3felieHue: KEeHIIUHEI,
TOU, C KOTOPOX MOKHO 3aHMMAaThCs CEKCOM, U CECTPHI, POACTBEHHULIE], CEMbU. BO3MOXKHO IT03TOMY
He BUIEJI HUYEero Takoro B CBOEM moBemeHuu? Bemp ®@enuius - cectpa. CecTphl He JOMKHEI XOTETh
TPaxHyTh CBOMX OpaTheB! ITO MPOTHBOECTECTBEHHO, HO... Peuius mokasana, YTO OHa MHOTO
MHeHus. HeT, m000Bb 371a - moM00UIIb ¥ K0371a, HO, YTOOR! pomHoit OpaT? [Jaxke He Ky3€eH, a
onu3ner!



qa CTapaJIiCA IOHATEL, HO HE MOT. XoTen, HO He II0JIy4aJiOCh.

— Tak... — U3 MEICIIEeld MEeHS BEIPBAJl HE COBCEM TaKTUYHHIM THIYOK B IIJIEY0, — UTO TH TaM
TOBOPWI IIPO CBOIO EBYILIKY?

— JIxKecc, — ycTano B3OOXHYN 1, — He mymaens, 4To cerdyac... Hy, He caMblid TOAXOOSAIINAN
MOMEHT?

— O#, ma nafiHO, — MOJIOfast KEeHIIMHA CKOPYMIIA MPOCSIIYI0 MOPHAIIKYy, — MHe XKe HHTEePEeCHO!

¢l BHOBB yCTasio B3OOXHYJI, MPEKPACcHO IIOHNMas, 9YTO OHA Be[lb HE OTCTAHET II0Ka He YTOJIUT
MI00OIBITCTBO. 3a TO BPeMs, 4To 5 e€ 3Halo, [Ixkeccrka TépHep moka3aja cels Kak 3aKas 3aBogHasl
U Becéyas XeHINHa, JerKas Ha MOAbeM U B KaKoii-To (60bIoi) Mepe 6ecTakTHYIO. [la yX, B
KapMaH 3a CJIOBOM OHa He Jie3eT, 3a4aCTyl0 TOBOPS TO, UTO y Heé Ha yMe. Het, cybopauHanus ois
He€e He IIyCTOM 3BYK, BCE Xe [IKecc, KakK yIIla B BOCEMHAMIATh JIET B apMUIO, TakK U CTalla
HacTosImel congadorkoi. Tak 4TO OUCIIUIIIIMHA ¥ CyOOpOMHALIMS Y Heé Ha BEICIIEM ypoBHe. [IpaBaa,
B paboyee BpeMs U IIPU IIOCTOPOHHMX, & BOT C OJIM3KMMHU, KOTOPEIMU MEI €, B KAKOK-TO Mepe CTaJlH,
OHa mpeobpaxkaeTcs.

— XO0pOo1I0-X0POIII0, pacCKaxy, TOJIbKO OTCTaHb OT MeHs, OKeu?

MHe KUBHYJIU C TOPSIIUMU HEMOAAeIbHEIM HHTEPEeCOM TJla3aMH, TakK 4TO, XOTh U 6e3 0c000T0
JKeJaHus, HO 5T Ha4asl CBOM PacCKa3s O MOXO0XKIEeHHUSX, IPeIIIeCTBOBABIINX 9TONH HOYH.

— Jla magHO? — mepecka3 COOBITHH, eCTeCTBEHHO 0e3 0COORIX ITOIPOOHOCTEH 0 TOM, KaK S HAIIE
[Tetpy u, BooOIre, CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEM, 3aHSI He O0Jblile MSATH MUHYT, 3@ KOTOPhIe XKEHIIMHA
cupieNia ¥ HaTypaJbHO pa3Becuia YIId, IOTPyXKasich B MpousoIeiee, — [IpsMo B 4eTBEpPOM Ha
OfHY?

— IIpencraBs cebe, — BOCIIOMUHAHUST BHOBb BCKOJIBIXHYJIM TTOaBIEHHBIE 9MOIIUHU, YTO BBHIJTUIIOCH B
pa3gpaxeHHoe (PrIpKaHbe.

— WM THI ux BCex...? — [IXKeccuka MaXHYJId TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY, KdK OBl CIIpalllrBasi,
OEeNCTBUTEbHO IU 1 UX BCEX TaM packupari.

— Ecnu THI uMeenisb B By, BMEIIAJICA X Oall 110 3aCJIyraM, TO OJa, — IIOACHHII 4, a IOTOM
HaXMypPHIICA U CIIPOCHUII, — nu, BOOGH.IG, YTO 34d B II0oCJIeJHee BpeMd TeHOEeHIIUA II0IJIa ITPUHUXKATh
My}K‘-II/IH") MEI, HACKOJIBKO {1 3HAl0, TOXKe JIIOOU ¥ HUYEM He YCTyIlaeM KEHIIWHAM, d B HEKOTOPEIX
MOMEHTaX U IIPEBOCXOOUM.

Ila, KcTaTH, B MOCIeOHNE IIONIr0Aa-rof Iollljia TEHAEeHINSI CHUCXOOUTEILHO OTHOCUTCS K
MyXK4YKWHAaM CO CTOPOHEBI 2KE€HIITNH, 0COOEHHO B CHUJIOBBIX, (1)I/I3I/I‘-IeCKI/IX, BOIIPOCax. C gyeM 3TO CBSI3aHO,
s TaK ¥ He IOHI. JIamHO ¢ 9THM, HO BOT KOT[ia CTpOI:IH&fI OEBYIIIKa CTa MEeCTUOEeCATH CAaHTUMETPOB B



KeIKe ¥ Ha KabyKaxX, HAYMHAeT C 9IaKUM CHUCXOXKIEHUEM CIIyIIaTh O TOM, KaK JOBOJIbHO
TIOOTSIHYTHIM MYKUK BHIIIE HEE Ha MOJITOPH TOJIOBEL, C 3aMETHHIM peibeOM MHIIII], pacCKa3kBaeT,
KaK B 3aJie XaJl «COTKy» OT I'PY[H, BLI3bIBAET Y MEHS HacTosillee HemoyMeHue. E€ cHUCX0XIeHMe, a
HE TO, YTO MYXKHK «COTKY» I0XKaJ. B ToM myaHe, 9TO, TH K€ BUOUILIL €T0 - OH 6oJibine Te0si, CUIbHEE.
Ia gto TaMm, oH Tebs MOXKET BMECTO IITAHTH UCII0JIb30BaTh, U TAKOMY MYKHUKY THI C YIIEIOKON
KHMBaEIllh, BCEM CBOMM BUIOM TOBOPS, MOJI, Ja-Ia, YTH-00Ke4bKU KaKo# TH Mojofel! CToBHO
MaJieHbKUM peOEHOK, paccka3riBaeT JIeOPOHY 0 TOM, UTO OH CETOJHS B IIKOJIE IIEJIBIX TPU Meda
«IOJIOXKUTT» B 62CKeTOONIbHYI0 KOP3UHY U TYT e T'OBOPHUT, UTO C JIETKOCTHIO TOTO yaenaeT. Bot
TOJIBKO HA MecTe JIe6poHa KEeHIIWHA, & MaJIb4MK - 3TO TOT MYKHUK U3 «3aja».

— OM... — Ha JTUIIe [IeBYIIKKA BO3HUKIIO BEIpaXKeHue JIeTKOT0 KoH(GY3a U HeloyMeHus:, — B camom
nene? Bpome HOPMaNbHO BCE...

Ycrasno B3MOXHYB, IOHUMas, YTO JyMaTh O TOM, YTO TaM OISATh B 3TOM [J0JI0AHHOM HeIIPaBUIIbLHOM
MHpPE CJIOMAJIOCh, MHE He XOTeJIOCh.

— JlapgHo, Xp€eH C HuUM, O 4Y€M MEI TaM I‘OBOpI/IJ'II/I?

— O TOM, YTO TH T€POUYECKH CIIac CBOIO OYAYIIyi0o OeBYIIKy! — Ha nuie [[KeCCUKH pacIIbIIOCh
IpeBKyIlalnee BEIpaXkeHrue U OHa MUTOM 3a0bljia 0 BCeM HEHYKHOM, BHOBb TOTOBasi «BHUMAaTh»
MO€eU UCTOPUH.

— Hy tak BoT. Tpoe mepxkanu I1leTpy, a ux rinaBHas yxke cobupanach CioMaTh el HOTH, HO 5 yCIen
BOBPEMS M «C HOTU» BJIETEJl €Y B KHUBOT.

— Komy? — He noHsna XkeHlyHa, — [letpe?

— [Ila xaxkoii ITeTpe, Tel coBCceM uTo nMu?! ITOM, Kak €€ TaMm, [xuHe!

— O? U 4gto pmanpie?

— A uto panbie? OT MO€ero yapa B KUBOT, [[?KWHa IOTePsiach U Jiexkasia BHIIJIeBRBajia CBOM
JKeJyIoK, a TPEM OPYTUM XBaTHUIIO U TIOIIEYHH.

[XKeccuka HaxMypHUJiach.

— Ho Tak mpocTo oTmyckath s ux ObUI He HaMepeH. Bo MHe IiecKanach 3J10CTh, TaK 4TO S
ybemumcs, uto ¢ IleTpoit Bcé 6onee-MeHee HOPMaJIbHO ¥ OTOCIAJI €€ IIOWMATh TAKCH, a CaM MPOYYHUIT
3TUX UTUOTOK. Te Tpoe MOTEPSI/IN CO3HAHUE OT, BCETO JIUIIIb, IOMEYNH — XBAaTHJIIO 110 OMHOM KaXK[oH. ..
Cnabaukwu, a BOT [[2KMHA BCe ellé Jiexkasla, — 5 HaCTOJIbKO CUJIbHO ITOTPY3UJICSA B BOCIIOMHAHAHUS,
BHOBbL CMaKyi0 TOT MOMEHT, YTO He 3aMeTuJI, Kak TEpHep Bce CUJIbHee U CUJIbHee XMyPHUIach OT MOUX
c71oB, — Tak 4TO 5 €€ MPUIYTHYII, a@ IOTOM IPOYYHIL...



— HW... Kak T®I 9TO coenan? — OCTOPO2KHO 3a[alia BOIIPOC OHa.

— AU, — MaxHyJ 9 pyKou, — Hu4ero takoro - mpoCcTo NPUAYIIUII CJIETKa U CJIOMaJl YeJII0CTh.

IToBucna THEeTYylIasa THUIIKWHA.

— ToM, — 4TO 4TO-TO HE TaK 5 MOHSJI, KOT[ia BIIEPBHIE 3a [0JIT0e BpeMs YCIIBIIIAl U3 e€ YCT CBOE
IIOJIHOE UMS, a He BeuHoe «TOMMU» UM «MeJKuii», ObIBIIee 0ObIYHBIM OOpalleHneM [[2KeCCUKU KO
MHe, — A... TH He Bpelb?

CTpaHHBIN BOIIPOC, 3a4€M MHE BpaTh? UTO U 03BYUMJI XKEHIIMHE.

— A THI He 3a0BI7T, — BKPagYMBBEIM TOHOM 3aroBopuia JIxecc, — YTo MBI XKMBEM He B KaKOM-
HUOyOb AQprKe UM eIé KaKoi XKole MUpa, Ime MOXKHO TBOPUTh YTO YIOOHO, a B AMepuke? Her, He
3a0w11? He oTBeual, o rjaa3aM BUXKY, YTO He 3a0bll, — Ha HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHMUM MTOBUCIIA 1ay3a, a
3aTeM [IKeccuka B3opBanachk, — Tak Kakoro 4yépta, Tommu?! Tel 4TO, cCOBCeM pexHynca? To eCTh TH
IIPOCTO TaK B3SIJT ¥ M30UJI YETHIPEX [IeBYIIEK TaK, YTO, 10 TBOMM CJIOBaM, TPOe IIOTEPSI/IK CO3HAHUE, a
3TO 3HAYHUT, KAK MUHUMYM He cjiaboe COTpsCeHUe M03Ta, a IIOC/IeHsIsI, KaK Thl TaM CKa3asl?
«BrInniéBEIBaa CBOM KeNymOK»? A IOTOM THI €€ «IIPUAYIINII» U «CJIOMall 4elIiocTh»?! ¥ Te6s BCE C
TOJI0BOM HOPMaJIbHO MM KaK, MaHbSIK Thl, JOMOPOILIEHHBIH ?!

— Tak! — HeMHOT0 MOBHICUTI 4 TOJIOC, — f He IOHSAJ CyTH TBOUX npeTeH3uu? Hy, fa, cornaces,
HEMHOT0 1epe0opIIiI, HO OHU XO0TeNIn U3yBeduTs [leTpy!

— Hemnoro?! HemHOr0 - 3T0 Korfia BeIOMI 3y0 B YIMYHOM IpaKe, a KOrAa AYIIUIID U JIOMAEllb
YeJIl0CTU He CIIOCOOHBIM COIIPOTUBIISATHCS JIIOASM - 3TO floxXpeHa nepebopiui, ToMmmu!

Ho Bcé elne He BUS 0CO3HAHUS Ha MOEM Jiulle, [IKeccuKa CXBaTUJIach 3a TOJIOBY:

— Cepné3n0? TH, YTO, HEUCTBUTEILHO HE TTIOHUMAEIh?

TyT yKe B30pBaCA i:

— Jla gyero He noHuMaw? OHU XOTEJIX HaBpeAUTh Moeii nofgpyre! XoTenu cioMaTh e HOTH,
moHuMaeIns? Horu! — Meus IIEePEIIOIHAIM SMOIIMHK, KOTOPEIX 3d IIOCJTIEAHKME OBa JHA A WCIIBITAll
Oobllie, 4eM, MOKajyH, 3a MocieqHui rom, — [TepemoMel KONeHel, 3Haelllb JId, He CUIIBHO
MIOMIAIOTCS JIeUeHuIo! — I0of KOHell, BUOs HanpsiKeHHOe BhIpaXkeHue nuila [[2)KeCCUKH, Tak U
TOBOPHBIIIEE, UTO OHA «TOTOBA K 6010», g cjerka cOaBuil 060pOThl, —5 NMHILL BEPHY UM
3aCiIyKeHHOe.

4 peiicTBUTENbHO He MOHUMa. OHU XOTeNNu HaBpeOuTh. He mpoCTO mograguTh Mo MeNo4H, a
MCKAJIeUnTh MO0 O/IM3KyI0 moapyry. Takoe He mpomraoT. Ha Takoe 0TBe4aT COPa3MepPHO, YTOOH
OpyruM HemoBagHo Obito! A meman Tak. MHoOro pas genan. M g 3Hai, 4TO eC/TA He OTBETUTD, €CITH



IIOMTH Ha IOKJIOH K TOPOJIOBLIM M ITPOCUTh UX Pa300paThCs M HaKa3aTh BUHOBHBIX, TO TeOS, Majl0 TOTO
IIepecTaHyT yBaXKaTh, Tak elné u OyOyT MCTUTH LieJieHalpaBIeHHo. [Ipyroe mesno, Koraa Thl OTBETHUIL.
ThI GBI B CBOEM TTpaBe! ThI 3aIIUTUII ¥ TEM CAMBIM [Iajl IPYTUM IOHSTE, YTO C TOOOH IITYTKY IJIOXU U
Jlyyllle TUIIHUAN pa3 He j1e3Tb. CUIBHEIM BCeraa IpaB. TakoB 3aKOH. M ceryac s OTKPOBEHHO He
IIOHMMaJI, moyeMy [IKecc Tak pearupyet. f 3aluTu, mokasaa IPpUMep TOT0, YTO OyJeT C TEMHU, KTO
PEeILIUT NOCATHYTh Ha TO, YTO IPUHAAIeXKUT MHe. [IoCATHYTh Ha TO, 4UTO I 3alluina. Tak KaKoro
yeprTa, [xecc, g ke ux He youn!

— A Tl y Hac KT0? Cyn? A, Tom? KTo nan Tebe MpaBo CYAUTh U HECTU «BO3[asHUE II0 3aCTyram»?

4 TaXKeno B3OOXHYII, MPEKPACcHO MTOHUMast, YTO MOM CJIOBa IJIs1 HEE IyCTOU 3BYK:

— ThI He mOHUMaeIb, Ja?

— Her, #He nouuMaro! [Nonuius, TowM, HOPMaJIbHBEIE€ JTIOOXU BBEI3BIBAIOT ITOJIUIHUIO.

— W uTo GBI chenana TBOS monuims, a? Mix moxypunu Ovl, OHU 3amaatunu mrpad, a Iletpe morom,
YTO, U3 JlOMa He BRIXOAUTH? OHU Belb OYAYT MCTUTD.

— A celtyac oHU He OYOYyT MCTUThL?

— Her, BeOb OHU IPEKPACHO 3HAIOT, YTO CIEAYIOUIUH pa3 CTaHET [JIsI HUX IOCIETHUM. ..

— T'ocniogu, ToM, 4TO TH Hecelnb?! — B ra3ax KeHIIUHEI IJIecKacs yxac. OHa cMOTpela Ha
MeHs, ¥ g BUOEI 9TO B €€ ria3ax. Bumes, 4To 0HA CMOTPUT MHE B I'JIa3a, CJIOBHO S BAPYT IIPEAJIOKUI
el T0y4acTBOBaTh B KPOBABOU OPTUHU C PUTYaJIbHBIMU XKEPTBOIPUHOIIEHUSIMUA M BOCCTIaBJIEHHUEM
CataHBl, a He paccKa3saJjl IPOCTYI0 UCTUHY Mupa. CUIbHBIM BCerfa Ipas... f - CUIbHBIM. d -
BCTABIINH Ha IIyTh CAMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHMS, @ OHYU BCE - JIUIIb O0BIYHbIE NTtofu. 2Kankue OyKalliku
IIog MOMMM HOTaMu!

Crom. Kakoro uépta? YTo 5, MaTh €ro, HeCy?

BHe3anHo 3a CIMHOM pa3fajics MyKCKOU, C HOTKaMU BeCeJlbs, T0JI0C, OT KOTOPOTo g efBa /Il He
TIOATIPLITHYJT Ha CTYJIe, Pe3K0 00EPHYBIIKCE:

— BoT Kak MeH$ TOJIbKO He Ha3bIBaJlu 3a MOU CEMb COTEH JIET, HO CTapPEIM KYKOJIODOM... JTO YTO-TO
HOBEHBKOE.

[Tepeno MHO#M cTOsT [IpeBHUM, BCE B TOM Ke KEITOM, C OPAaHXKEBEIM OTTEHKOM OfIeXKIe U
MCTOYAIOIINM XOJIONHBIN 3€JIEHEIN, Ka3aloCh, IOTYCTOPOHHUM CBET apTedaKToM Ha rpyau. A 3aTeM
BCE IIPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT BCIBIXHYJIO 3€JIEHBIM CBETOM, TaK ITOX0XKHUM Ha TOT, KOTOPLIM o0nagara
yb6epuanka [IpeBHero. [TocnegHee, 4To g YCIIBIIIAT, ITepel TeM KaK OKpYyzKalolee MPOCTPAHCTBO
IIOJTHOCTBIO CMEHMJIOCh Ha 3HAKOMBIM MHE MHTEePhep OO0JIBIIOTr0 YMTATLHOIO 3ajia, Tfie BCero Jac



Ha3a[ S CUeNl U IIUI Yai B KOMIIaHUU Bepx0oBHOr0 Mara, OBIJIH CJI0BA 9TOTO CaMoro [IpeBHEro ¢
HOTKAMH HEJIOBKOCTH:

— He gyman, 4To goXKuUBY 70 TOTO MOMEHTa, Korfa ofuH u3 Kamueit beckoneuHocTu OymayT
Ha3bIBATh «IIAITKOM»...
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