Muxa pacrnpaBuil IIJIEYH.

Ts3KecTb CKUHYTOM HOIIX 0OJIBIO OT[IaBajiach B CIIMHE, TyIe/I HOTY B IIMPOKUX KMP30BHIX CAIorax.
3aBTpa He Oy[eT Cunl faxe C IIOCTEIH IOTHSITHCS.

Hapg uépHo# 03€pHO IIablo PacCTUIanach 0emécas ObIMKA, IIOUYTH IOJTHOCTBIO CKPHIBAS
IIPOTHUBOIOIOXKHEIH Oeper. OH TeMHeJI IIe-TO TaM BOaJIeKe HesCHOM II0JI0COM BO3BBIIAIIINXCS Hal
TYMaHOM [IePEBBLEB.

Eme€ yac Hazag HU YepTa He OBbLJIO BUIHO, HO KYIIbIM MeCsI], TPope3aBIIniics CKBO3b 00/TaKa, ga
HEMHOT'O CBETa U MPOSBUJII, KAK CTAaphIil HeTaTUB, MPa4YHBIA BUM XOIOOHOTO 03€pa.

TuimHa cTosna MépTBas. Mrxa faBHO He TOMHUJ TaKO# THIIKWHEL. BripoyeM, oH He Tak YK 4acTo
nomoran IIeTpy ¢ ero COMHUTETbHEIMU [IeUIIKaMHU.

W3 galy MOHECIOCh TSIXKEIO0e IEIXTEHHE, XPYCT CJIOMaHHBIX BETOK 1 HECKOJIBKO MATHEIX CJIOB: HeTp
TaKHU DOBOJIOK JIOOKY. OH BBIBaAIUIICA Ha IMeCYaHyIo IIJIelllb, YBA3ad 110 IMUKOJIOTKY, CIIOTHIKAsACh U
MaTepsAaCh 9epes CII0BO.

Muxa B3sJICSI 38 CHACTH.

On Pa3BA3all OOYH U3 IIPUTAPAHEHHBIX MEIIKOB 1 BEITPAXHYII U3 HET'O aKKYPATHO YIIOZKEHHYIO
MEJIKYIO CETh.

— CMoTpu rpysuia He 3amyTai, — OTIIBIXUBasCh, CKa3al [letp.

OH ycerncs Ha COYTYIO TOOKY U 3aKypuil. Ero JUI0 TEPSIOCh BO MpaKe, U JIUIIh OTOHEK TIIEeIomeH
CUTApeTHl MaBal Muxe MOHATE, KyAa CMOTPHUT npusTens. Cebe Muxa cBeTun GOHAPUKOM, 3a2KaTHIM B
3yOax. [To MeTannIu4ecKoi MOBepPXHOCTH TeKJIa U Kallalla B MOKpHIii IIeCOK CIIIoHa. Muxa fiecsaTh pa3
II02KaJiell, YTo IOJIEHUNCS B3SATh CBOM (poHapuK — HanoOHEIM. OH CTasl pacKiaabliBaTh CETh 110
OepexkKy, CTapasich He 3B€HETh I'Py3UIaMU U NIPOBEPSIsS KaXK/bli MOIJIaBOK.

— Tak. 4 — 3a HacocoM 1 akKKyMOM, — CKa3as [leTp, BcTaBas.

— A MHe 4TO majblle JaeiaTh?

— Tam B KaMbIllle IPUTOIJIEHA JIOOKA...

— Ter uTo! { OOVH He BHIBOJIOKY.

— Torpa pa36upait Mmemrku. TOIBKO IO CYXy PacKiagbiBal, a TO BCE YBSI3HET.



U Ietp yuien, ocTaBuB Muxy ogHOTO.

Merky pa3Bsi3BIBAIMCH C HEOXOTOM, OTPHITHBAS Ha MECOK Pa3HO00pa3HEI cKaph: 1ecKa, KPIOYKH,
IaKeTHl C BOHIOYUEH ITOAKOPMKOM, 3aracHble Ipy3unia 1 0n€cHb. B mocnenHeM Meike 06HapyXKUIICS
CTaphlil IePEeBSHHBIN AIAYEK, 3aMOTaHHBIM [IPOBOJIOKOM.

OT gmuKa UCXOOUI 04EHb CTpaHHbIﬁ 3amax — Mwuxa HHKaK He MOT IIOHSTh, YTO OH €My HallOMHHAET.
To nu 3amax 66H3I/IH8., TO JIX THUJIOTO TPAIIBSA.

YeM-TO MOX0KKM HECJI0 OT IIOMOKKHY, 10 KOTOPOU OHY ITHHIPS/IN B IETCTBe. Tyaa CBaJuBau U
II0JIOMAHHYIO TEXHUKY, ¥ IUIEBble OTXOAH!, ¥ CTPOUTEIBHBIA MyCOp, ¥ KHUTY U3 3aKPBITHIX
6ubmuoTeK. Mcromb30BaHHEIE IIITPUITEI ¥ IPOCPOYEHHEIE JIEKAPCTBA, IPOIeYEHHEIe COTHIIEM
cKaOpe3Hble KyPHATbYUKH U KEJITHE CIUIIIINECS ra3eThl, 3acoXIIasi MacisiHas Kpacka, IPoTyXIliee
nuBO U GapaHbsa TpeOyxa... Bce 3T 3amaxu AeTCTBa BCIIJIBIBAIM B IaMATH MuxH, HO SIIIUK I1ax WHaYe.

Cropast oT m000IEITCTBA, MUXa pa3Bs3all IPOBOJIOKY.

B sAmuke nexanu BOCEMb IUTUHOPOB.

BoceMb TEMHBIX, TIOUTH YEPHBIX IUTUHIPOB C OG€JIBIMU HePa300pUYMBEIMY HAATIMCSIMU 10 O0KaM.

3aTpsacnuck pyku. Kak MOXKHO akKypaTHee Muxa OCTaBUI SAIIKMK Ha IIECOK.

[TBIXTS ¥ MATIOKASICh, MOSIBUIICS ITeTp.

— 9T0 YT0? — APOXKAIIKUM T0JIOCOM CITPOCUIT Muxa, yKashiBas Ha SIUK, — ITO TUHAMUT?

[TeTp pacxoxoTasncs:

— KoneuHo, nuHamut. 4 cerogus 6e3 priObl He yuay. Hapmo 6yeT — BCE 03epo XJIOMHEM.

— Ho Bepeb... HO Befpb...

"Ho Bemb 910 omacHo! 910 muHaMuT! MBI MOKeM B30pBaThCs!" — Muxa OTIMYHO 3HAJI, 4YTO TAKOT0
pofa omacHOCTh He myraeT [TeTpa. OH 0TMaxHETCS, Kakue OBl JOBOAB Muxa He MPemToKHUII.
BcrnoMHUIOCE €MUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTJIO OTPE3BUTH IIPUATENIA:

— Ho Benp Hac ycnbimat! MHCEKTOp Hac crianur!

— Jla HuxpeHa, — [leTp 3apxkai emé rpoMue, — Y MHCIEKTOpa cerogHs OaHbKa. A B OaHbKEe —
neBku. MHCIIEKTOPY CETOMHS HE MO Hac.



On CKHHYJI KYPTKY, IIOTOMY 4YTO BCIIOTEJI, TaCKasd TAXKECTH:

— Wpem. Hapo nogKy mogHUMATh.

YépHast Bofa Ka3anach 0e3M0OHHOM.

[TeTp OpuEeHTHUPOBAJICS 10 TOPYAIIMM U3 KaMbIllla BeTKaM, ¥ Muxa C 3aBUCThI0 CMOTpPeJI, Kak JIOBKO
OH BOOUT pyKaMu B 0€33Be3MHOM MpaKe 3aTOHA, KakK JIETKO OTHICKMBAET KOJILIIIKY 1 OOPHIBKY IIeTIel.

Muxa Bcerga 3aBunoBain IleTpy. Ero cune, ero narjoctu u 6eccrpamuio. CaM Muxa He TO 4TO JIOOKY
MICKATh — B 3aTOH 3aWTH OOSAJICS: KTO €r0 3HAET, UTO CKPhIBAETCSA TaM B HEIIPOHUIIAeMON YePHUIbHON
TbMe. [IeTp maran Bo TbMy 6e3 pa3myMum.

B cunTaHHBIE MUHYTH OH OTHICKa/I HYKHBIM KOJIBILIEK 1, TIOOHSAB CO AHA 3aTSHYTHIM KUJIOM IIarar,
Opocun koren; Muxe. Ho u TyT 0T Muxu OBIJIO Majio MIPOKY — IOYTH BCIO PA0OTY 10 MOOBEMY JTOOKH
menan I[letp.

Llensiit yac ymen Ha To, YTOOB CIIUTh BOMY U 3afieNlaTh OBIPE. MecsI] mepeMaxHyJl cepefuHy Heba u,
CJIOBHO HOX, PacCeKasl TOHKYIO IJIEHKY aHTPALMTOBBIX 00J1aKOB, CKPHIBAIOIIUX TYCKJIbIE 3BE3[IHL.

Muxe BBITIAJIO MIJIBITH TEPBEIM. Ha MOKpPOY OepeBsSHHOU JIOTKE.

OH cTapa’sics He JyMaTh O TOM, YTO IIOJ XJTUIKUM IIOJTyCTHUBIINM JHOM HEPEBSLIKY OyaeT MoYTH
IecsSTh METPOB KPOMEIIIHOTO MpakKa, HO OJJHOTO B3rJIsila Ha MEPTBEHHO IT00IECKUBAIOIIYI0 BOTHYIO
T71aJb XBATHUJIO, YTOOBI 3aAPOXKAJIH TIJIEYUH.

Iernast BUM, UTO CTY4YHUT 3y0aMH OT X0J107a, Muxa 3aKMHYJI B JIOOKY CETh U BCTAJI Ha BECIA.

OH oTmybIBa/l BCE Hambllle U Aajblile oT Oepera, cOpackiBasi B 03epo METIIIO 3a MEeTIEN, OPUEHTHUPYSCh
CHaydajla Ha OTOHEK curapeTsl [leTpa, a I0TOM — Ha Masg4YUBIINYN YyTh JIeBEe UX CTOSTHKU MECSII.

I[TeTp, TeTKO MOMPABIISAS TPOCUKOM JIMK, CIIYIIAl CKPUII YKITIOUHH ¥ THXKMe BCIJIECKH MTafalolIuX B
Bomy rpy3ui. OH CYKTAall ETIIH 110 3BYKY, IPUKHUILIBAS B YMe, KaK [aleK0 OTIIILUT Muxa: Y4eTBEPTh
03epa, TpPeTh, CepeNuHa...

Emé ogHO rpy3usio yIaio B BOAY, ¥ CKPUI YKITIOUUH CMOJIK.

[TeTp mMIKypoO¥ MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO YTO-TO IOMIIO He TaK. OH BCKOYMII U MOTSHYJI 32 TPOCHK,
HaTsaruBas UK. CeTh He yOexkasa, He yIijla B CTOPOHY, HO OHA ¥ He PacIIpaBIIsijiach.

— OU, — KPUKHYJ OH, — YTO TaM?



Muxa oTBETH] HE cpady. [IeTp yCbIIat mapy CUILIBIX KyOaXTaHWH U TOJIBKO TOTOM — [JPOXKAIIUM
rojoc fpyra:

— TyT XeH1KHA B BOZE...

— Yé 6nmunH? — [leTp moIIapuI rjia3aMy: OHU YTO He 3aMeTHU/IH jarepb TypucTtos? Ho Geper,
HACKOJIBKO XBaTaJIO B3rJIsaaa, ObT TEMeH: — OHa MEPTBasi, WIH 4é?

CHoBa IIPUIIJIOCE ITOOOXKOATE OTBETA. ITocnpIIanuch TUXKWE BCXIIUIIEI.

— 4 me 3Haw... OHa oA BOAOK... CMOTPUT Ha MEHH...

— Ye 6nuH... — moBTOpHUT [IeTp THXO.

Tpocuk Hamo OBIIO K Y4eMY-TO ITOABS3aTh — He CMAaThIBATh Ke ceTh. OH MOATAIINUIT aKKYMYIATOP K
Oepery u MprMOTAal Tpoc K "yxy". B pe3uHoBYyI0 N0AKy nojeTenu GoHaph U KaJlEBKa.

Korpa HeTp H06paHCﬂ 0o Muxu, TOT CAfesn Ha CKaMerKe U CMOTpen cebe B HOTH.

— I'me?

Muxa gpoxarieil pyko# yka3ai 3a JieBblil 60pT, [IeTp TONIKHYICS BECIAMHU.

Ona u mpaBpga Obiyia TaM: OBl TPHU3PaK, 3aBUCIIHE B IBAAIATH CAaHTUMETPAX OT MOBEPXHOCTH. Eé
JIUII0 CMOTPEIIO BBEPX, @ HEMOABUKHOE TEJI0 PACTBOPSIIIOCH B HETIPOHUIIAEMOM ryOuHe. bernbie
asIbIlbl TIOKAUYMBAIMCh Ha YPOBHE Om00poaKa, OyTO XXKeHIIMHA MaHUIa, 3Baa K cebe.

Kom TIOACTYIIUII K TOPIIY, a TEJI0O OXBATHII ZKap.

[TeTp HE MOT HUYETO TOJIKOM Pa3rIsiAeTh, HO ero KUY YM yKe pacKUALIBal BapuaHTh. OH He
CTaJ BKJI0YaTh GoHaAph, 4TOO yOEOUTHCS.

— Tol 3HaeIp, KTO 3T0? — CIPOCUTI OH Muxy.

Muxa SBHO He MOHSJI BOIIpOCa:

— 41 He BIIISIABIBAJICS B €€ JIHUIIO.

— Iypak, — ycmexuyncs [letp, — Ham HyKHO e€ moiMarh.



— Yé 6muH? — Muxa Ha MTHOBEHHE IIepecTasl PoXKaTh U MOMHSII TOJIOBY.

— Iloiimath, — moBTOpUI [leTp, Gpocas mpusiTenio Kpai Kanépku, — [10#y KPyroM, a THl JlepXKHU
CeTh.

Kanépka norpy3usnacs B Boxy, [IeTp TOIKHYJICS BECJIOM, IOTOM €Il U eIle.

3ametut nu OnengHas ¢purypa cetb? He OTHECET U €€ TeueHUEM?

[Tetp Topomumcs, 605Ch YIYCTUTb CBOM IIIAHC.

Ho kKanéBKka CIIOKOMHO cHenaja MoNyKpyr, SUelKy pacuepTuiIu BUCIIINUM B 03epe IIpU3pak Ha
HEPOBHEBIE KJIETKHU, 00pTa JTOIOK COeQUHUIKCE, U [IeTp cka3anm Muxe: "Tamm".

Muxa NOTSHYN KaJEBKY, 0 Bofie mobexasny MIyMHbIEe KPYTH — JIOBYIIIKa COMKHYJIAcCh.

[TeTp He mOHKMMAJI, moYeMy GUrypa He OBUKETCS. MOXKeT U IIpaBfa [0XJIas?

OH BBIXBATHJI KOHITH Y MUXH, ITOABSI3aJT K JIOOKE U IOIIEN K Oepery:

— CmMmartniBali ceTh. Ha ceromust XBaTHT.

CTpax IOHEMHOTY OTITyCTHII Muxy. Pe3uHoBast I0fKa yIIkIBajla, YBO3sI CTPAHHY0 Oelyio KeHIIWHY.
[TeTp, moxoxe, cOBCEM He OOSIIICS.

Yro oH cripocun? 3HaeT 1 Muxa e€? YTonneHHUIy? A pa3Be OH [OJIKEH 3HATh? MOXKET 3TO
3Hakomas [letpa?..

Muxa HamrpaBul JIOOKY 00paTHO K Gepery, MOMyTHO 3aTaCKUBast MOKPYIO TSXKENYI0 CETh, B YaCTHIX
g49eiiKaX KOTOPOU yXKe yCIeJIu 3alyTaThCsl Menkue pridemku. OnHako peida ero ceiiyac 3ab0Tuia
MeHbI1e Bcero. OH MeuTas 0Ka3aThCsA JOMa B TeIsle, oM ofestyioM. My, Ha Xyooy KOHell, TPOCTO Ha
KyXHe, C BOPUJIMBOU MaTepPhIO.

Meicmu 0 ToM, 4uTO cobupaeTcst genath [1eTp ¢ ux HemoOpeiM ymoBoM becrokounu Muxy. OH
BIJIAIBIBAJICSI B TEMHYIO II0JIOCKY Oepera, BCIyIINBAJICS B IJIECK BECEJI, HO HUUero He MOT pa300pars.

Korpma oH mommisl K Kpato 3aToHa, [1eTp yzke BBHITAIIWII Ha ITECOK ¥ JIOOKY, ¥ YEPHYIO, KakK He0O, CeTh
C 3aBEPHYTOM B He€ GrieHOM QUTYPOH.

BricamuBUIMCh KaK MOXKHO 6JIMKe K 3aTOHY, MUxXa HEXOTS IOIIENCS K MpUsTento. TOT CTOSIT Hafl
cBoel moOnIuel, CKpeCTUB PYKH Ha TPYAU, ¥ MPA4YHO Pa3TJISAbIBall CETh.



— Hoquy OHa He IIEBENIUTCI? — CIIPOCHUII OH 3aYM4YHBO.

— A pa3Be OHa X¥Ba? — OTKJIUKHYJICA MuxXa APOTHYBIIUM I'OJIOCOM.

[TeTp mocMOTpes Ha HeTo, Kak Ha yMaIUIIEHHOTO:

— TrI 0O cUX TIOp He TIOHSJ, KOT0 MbI IIOMMaIN? — OH IOATAIIWI aKKyM U [0CTaJl U3 JIOOKH (HOoHaph.

CBepKHYIH MOOKII0YaeMble KJIeMMbI, 1 Oeper 03apucs MITKUM KEJITHIM CBETOM, BEIPBAB U3 Jall
TEMHOTHI X CETh, ¥ YBA3IIYIO B HEU XEHIUHY. BeCh 0CTalIbHOM MUD MCUYE3, OTTOPOXKEHHBIN
0eCKOHEYHLIM MPAKOM, OCTAJICS JIMIIh KPOXOTHLIHM ISITAaY0K 3JIEKTPUUYECKOTO CBeTa, rae Owutu [eTp,
Muxa u...

Temneps OH SICHO BUOEJ CUHIOUIHEIE TIJIeYH, TOHKUM U3TKU0 IIer, OCTPHIM MOg00POI0K U CITyTAHHEIE
3e/IeHOBaTO-0esbie BOJIOCk. OH BUMAEN I'Pydb — HEOOBINYIO0, HO SBHO VIPYTYI0, YBEHUAHHYIO
TOPOIIMHAMK TEMHBIX ITOYTH YEPHBIX COCKOB; U IJIOCKUM XKHUBOT, MPAKTUUYECKH 0€3 Taluu
IIePexXOsmui B XBOCT.

— Pycanka! — Muxy c10BHO POH3UJI0 TOKOM. OH U30THYJICA CKOBaHHBIA HEBUOUMOU CUIIOM.
XoTenock OPOCUTHLCS TPOYb OT Gepera, HO OH He MOT OTOPBATh I'Jla3 OT 3TOT0 YyAa IPUPOHL.

Tam, roe y XKeHIIWHB JOMKHbE OBITh O€Apa, 67iecTeny MIOTHEE YellyidyaThie IIJIaBHUKU. BonbmuM
pa3OBOEHHBIM I1IaBHUKOM OKaHYMBAaJICSI U CaM XBOCT.

— Pycanka... — noBTopun Muxa. ByaTo, 4ToObH TIOBEPUTH B YBUAEHHOE, HY2KHO OBIJIO TPOU3HECTH 3TO
CJIOBO.

Konenu IIOOOTHYJIUCDE, Muxa YIIaJl Ha I1eCOK, €IBa He Tepsid CO3HaHHe. Kazamocs, Mo3r IIPOCTO HE B
CHJlaX OCMBICJIIUTB, OXBATUTE U IIOHATH 3TOT (I)aKT. On IIPOCTO OTKA3EIBAJICA BOCIIPMHKMMATL PyCaJllKy,
KaK PeaJlIbHOCTE.

— Tot Korga-HUOYOb CIIBIIIAT, YTO YV HAC Ha 03€pax BOOSTCS pycajKu? — cupocui IleTp, u, He
MOXKUIAsICh OTBETa, KUBHYI: — BOT ¥ 5 He cibllnai. Beerma mymart, 9TO eCId YTO-TO Momo0Hoe U
CYILIECTBYET, TO I'Tie-HUOyOb B I0XKHBIX MOPSX. TaM TeIjao, MHOTO UK. ..

— Yro MBI ¢ Helt Oymem menaTs? ITpogaguM? — Muxa IHTACS YOepKaTh ce0s OT mafeHus B 6e31HY,
IEIUISISICh 3@ YTO-TO OaHaJIbHOE, 3HAKOMOE, 3eMHOe.

— IIpomagum? — cHoBa [leTp mocMoTpes Ha Hero, Kak Ha aypaka, — KoHeuHo npomaguM. Ho
CHauaJlla TpaxHeM! — OH MpPHCes Ha KOPTOYKHY Mepel CEeThI0, MPUCTAIbHO BIIISABIBASICh B
anebacTpoBoe JIHIIO.



— Y10? — 1m0 3TOro Muxa He MOT ITIOBEPUTh CBOUM TI'Jla3aM, TEIeph &Ke eMy Ka3aloCh, YTO CIyX
noaBoaut ero, — Ilouemy? To ecTh: 3aueM?

— TrI 4TO, HUKOTTIa He Me4Tall TPaXHyTh PyCaJKy?

— Tak Begp pycaiky u3 MyibTHKa! A 3T0... 3TO0... 3TO XKe HAIIOJIOBUHY pHIGa!

HeTp TIOOHSAJI TOJIOBY ¥ BHE3aIIHO PACX0XO0TaJICA:

— Hy T8I TéMHBIN, Muxa. Kakas e 370 priba? — ¥ OH yKa3aJl Ha Tpydb, Kak OYITO 3TO [TOIXKHO OBLIO
0 4EM-TO CKa3aTh Muxe.

— Te1 He unTan Hu MopraHa, Hu ['apau? — roBopun I1eTp, 0CTaB HOXK U pa3pe3as CETh OT XBOCTa, —
Iaxe beH3e HUKOTOA He TYrnun? TEMHBIN TH Y€JIOBEK.

ThIIbHAS CTOPOHA HOKa MHOTHa Kacanach O1eqHOM KOXKY, U TOTHA pycajika B3gparuBasa Kak OT
ymapa. Ho KkpoMe 3TOT0 OHa He IeBeniachk, CJI0BHO 060s1ach JIIOfel, UIu IPUTBOPSIach MEPTBOM. A
MOXKeT OBITh el ITPoCTOo OBIIO MIeBaTh? MoxeT oHa "OpakoBaHHasa"? Kak coceq Muxu Bnap, 4To ¢
KaXXIbIM TOIOM BCE GOJIbIle MOrPyKacs B ce0s1, a Teleph TOIbKO U [ejlaeT, YTO0 0e3y4aCTHO CUOUT
Ha 000CCaHHOM KPOBATH U TAPAIIUTCS B OOHY TOYKY.

— Iepxu e€ 3a pyku, — [IeTp rpo3Ho mocMoTpen Ha Muxy, — He X04y yIyCTUTH YJIOB.

CnoTriKasich, Muxa 000IIENT TEMHOE IISITHO Ha IEeCKe U OIYCTHUIICS Y TOJIOBH pycasiku. Temeps OH
HaAMHOT0 JTy4Ille BUMeN €€ JIUI0, ¥ OHO IIyrajio HaMHOT0 0OJIbIlle, Y4EM BCE OCTAJIbLHOE.

OHO MOX0OuUJIIO Ha YeJI0BEUYECKOE, U B TO XK€ BPEMS He OBIJIO Yell0BeYbHM. MalleHbKHM KPYTIBIY 7100,
TOYHO CHIeJIaHHbIM U3 HeoOoxKxKEHHOTO0 hapdopa, myran cBoeit MepTBeHHOU O11eMHOCTHI0. BCIO KOXKY,
OynTo KalelnbKy BOMHBI, TIOKPHIBAIM MeJIKMe MyIBIPHIIIKY. BpoBelt y pycanku He OBIIO, 3aTO
3eJIeHOBaTHIEe BOJIOCH OOJIEMUIIM U T'OJIOBY, U IIEI0, U IIJIeYH, U Jaxke HeMHOTO CII0JI3au Ha I'PyHdb.
OHU BUINCH U IPYXKUHUIUCE KYOPSMU CIIOBHO XKKBble. OCTPHIN MaJieHbKUIM HOC 3aKaHYKBAJICS [BYMS
Y3KHMHM JHIPOYKAMHU, KaK Y PHIOEI, ¥ CPa3y MO STUMM OLIPOYKAMU HAaUUHAJICS SIPKO-KEITHIN MITOCKUH
KJTI0B. Muxa He 3HaJl, KaK ellé Ha3BaTh 9T0 mopobue BepxHel ry0rl. HuxkHel ryOsl He OBITI0 BOBCE —
IIPOCTO TOYHO Takas ke anebacTpoBas KOXa, YXOHIIas IPsMO 0T KITIOB.

Ho caMBIM XKYTKHUM Ha 3TOM XKYTKOM Jiuile OblIM rila3a: ABe Oe3M0HHbIE IIJIOMKY YePHOTH], He
OoTpazKawlll¥e HU Kalljlu CBeTa, ¥ II0TOMY Ka3aBIIKUeCs IJIOCKUMU U IyCTHIMU. COBEPILIEHHO
JUIIEHHBIE BEK, OHU TapalIWIUCh B 3aTSIHYTOEe 00lakaMy aHTPaIlMTOBOE HE0O, YEM [0 OOYPU IIyTaju
Muxy.

HemnmomBuKHOCTE Ul pyCaKy U IyCThHIE TJIa3a BCEJIS/IM HafdeXkay, YTO pycalka BCE-TaKu
"OpakoBaHHasA", ¥ YTO, UTO OBl HE 3aAyMaJl C Hel cuenaTh [1eTp, — OHA 9TOTO HaxKke He MOUMET.



Tem BpeMeHEM HeTp pa3pe3all CEeThb [0 IIJied, CXBATUJI PYCAJIKy 3d 3allsACThe U IIPOTAHYII €TI0 Muxe.
Mruxa TYT 2Ke IIPUKaJl TOHKYIO IIEPEIIOHYAaTYIO JIaOOHb K 3eMJIe. Crnepmom mocienoBaia BTOpPaAsA PYyKa.

Pycanka ne meBenunace.

Hox cBepkHyn Hap 6esoit roI0BoM, OKOHYATEIbHO YHUYTOXKAas IIPEKPACHYI0 ceTh, u [IeTp 0Tmon3 K
XBOCTY, INXOPafl0YHO [TePeBOAs AblxaHue. B0 BUAHO, YTO faXKe eMy BCE 3TO JAETCSI HEUMOBEPHBIM
HalpskKeHUeM CUJL

— ITouemy oHa He mBITaeTcs yoexkaTb? — cKa3as OH. Bompoc He Obln afpecoBaH Muxe — ero IpocTo
HY2KHO OBIJIO BHICKA3aTh.

— [pupércsa cHUMaTh ITaHkl, — CcKa3ain [leTp, oTayBasce.

— Kak BooO111e MOXKHO 9TO cHieflaTh? — MuxXa IPUCTalbHO pacCMaTPUBAJI XBOCT, HO He BUJIENl HUYETO,
KpoMe 4yThb 60Jiee TEMHBIX [10JIOC, TIOKPHIBAIOIIKX OJIeIHYI0 KOXKY.

— Hy, B KpaiiHEM cIy4dae y He€ ecTb poT, — [IeTp IMOMHSN IePEBSIHHYIO MaT0YKy U aKKypPaTHO
IPUIONHST eto "KimioB". "KiTtoB" CJI0KMIICS B YPOMJIMBYIO CKJIAAKY, IIpeBpalias 6e33MOIMOHaIbHOe
JIAII0 B TPUMACY X3JIJIOYUHCKOU THIKBHI.

[Tox "KnioBOM" OKa3a/lMCh OCTPhIE TOHKKE 3yOHI ITOX0XKME Ha CTaJbHbIE UTJIHL.

— He-eT, — [leTp OTOEPHYI aJI0YKy, — COBATh TyAa 4YJieH PHCKOBO. Ho BeOb Kak-TO 9TH TBapu
pasMHOXKAaITCs!

OH KOCHYJICS MaJIeHbKOM yIIPYTod IPyOu — pPycajka B3OPOrHysa. Muxa MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK
NEPHYIHUCh TOHKHE PYKHU, e[IBa HE BHIPBABIIMCEH U3 €T0 XBaTa. [JIg CTOJIb MaJIeHbKOT'0 CYIIIeCTBa OHa
Obllla HEBEPOSITHO CUTBHOM.

— XomnogHasi, — BOCTOPKeHHO mpomrenTan [letp, — HaBepHoe [Jist He€ s MPOCTO KUIISITOK.

Ero najoHb CKONb3HYIa BHU3 II0 IYIHIPYATON KoXKe. Myxa HEOTPHIBHO CJIEUI 3a HUM U OYTO caM
TIPUKACAJICS K MJIOCKOMY JKHUBOTY ¥ TOKATOMY HEBHIPDA3UTEIBHOMY XBOCTY. EMy Ka3aloch, 4TO TaM,
rae eé kacaeTcs IleTp, pycaska Ha OLIyIb, KaK JIaTEKC.

[TeTp TPOHYJ XBOCT TOUHO B CepefrHe MeX IIJTaBHUKAMU — TaM, Tle CXOOUIUCh U BHOBb
PacXoOuIuCh TEMHBIE TTOJOCH. M3 HO3Opel pycanku CO CKPUIIOM BEIPBAJiCS Bo3ayX. OHa IPUIIOAHSIIA
TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO IIHITAJIaCh pacCMOTPETH [IeTpa, ¥ BHOBL CHesajach HEMOIBUKHOM.

— Taxk BOT, rme y Tebs OBIPOYKA, — OOBOJIBHO YXMBIJIBHYJICA HeTp.



OH HamaBUJI KOHYMKOM Iajblia Ha Irepecedenue 1oJjioC 1 CjieTKa COBUHYII €0Ba 3aMETHYIO KOXKHNCTYIO
CKIIQKY. Mruxa He BUIEJ TOro Xe, 4TO U IIPpUATEIIb, HO Ka2KETCsA Hepr 3PeJnile MOHPAaBUJIIOCE. On
IMOAHATICSA BO BECh POCT ¥ PACCTETHYII PEMEHB.

o ceit mopsl Muxe HU pa3y He JOBOAMIIOCH BUAETH 4jeH [1eTpa, XOTs CPpedy 3HAaKOMBIX IEeBHI] XO[UIIa
CIIJIETHSI, YTO 9TOT YJIeH OOUH M3 CaMbIX OOJIBIIMX B PaioHe. Muxa MPUBLIK CUUTATh, YTO 9TO MECTHAS
JIeTeH[Ia, HO JIeTeH[la OKa3asach mpaBpoi. YneH [TeTpa MeIeHHO HAIMBAJICS TSKECThIO,
pas3mBUTAsICh, KaK TeJleCKonmuuecKass fyOuHKa, 1 Muxa C JTI0TOM 3aBUCTHIO CMOTPET Ha 9TOT
T'POMAIHBIN KOHEIl, 3a0bIB ¥ 0 TOM, YTO IIepej] HUM XKHUBas PycasKa, ¥ O TOM, YTO IIPUSITEIh
cobupaeTcs C HeH chenaTh.

A TleTp KagHO TJISeN Ha PYCasKy, IIOXKUPas Tla3aMu e€ MPejIeCTHYI IPyab — MOXKaIyH,
eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO B Hel OBIJI0O KPaCHBOI0; M, CJIeTKa HagpayuBasi, JOKUIAJICS, II0OKa KPANHSIS MJIOTh
OKOHYATEJIbHO He 00HAXKUT T'OJIOBKY. TONBKO TOTA OH MOHSII, YTO F'OTOB.

Ha rmaszax y Muxu IIPpUATEIIb OIIYCTHUIICA Ha YETBEPEHbKU U, COBUHYB T'OJIOBKOM KOXHUCTYIO CKJIaKY B
pycCaliouybeM XBOCTE, MEJIEHHO BBEJI KOHYUK B OTKPEIBIIIEEC BJIarajInIIle.

Pycanka cHOBa gporuyina. E€ ria3a 6eccMbICTIEHHO YCTaBUIUCD Ha IleTpa, a TOT, MMPOKO yIbbasch,
IIPOIOJIZKAJI ITOrPyXKaTh B HEE CBOM HECKOHYAEMBIN UJIEH.

— Ona Takas y3kas! U npoxnagHasi, — mpocTtoHan Iletp, — TebGe Hamo nomnpo6oBaTh.

YrneH He IIOTPY3HUJICA 1 Ha IIOJIOBUHY — HeTp BEREIDYTAJICA:

— OHa ellé ¥ KOpOTKas. A sI-To oyMaJl, pycajKu I'y0oku, Kak Oe3gHa.

Muxa TBITAZICS OTBECTH B3TJISAM, HO 9TO OBIIIO HEBOOOPA3WMO: €T0 APYT TPaXaeT PycCayKy!

[TeTp Hayay HEMHOTO IIOAMAaXUBaTh 3a/IoM. YJIeH BHIXOOUJ BCETO Ha MTapy CAaHTUMETPOB U C
XJII0IIaHbEeM TTOTrpyKascs o6paTHo. CepebpucTas Bara noTekJsia 110 XBOCTY Ha ITecok, nuiio [leTpa
MCKA3UJIOCh — OH SIBHO IIBITAJICS TOTPY3UTHCS ellé rIy6ke, HO caMa IPUpOofa He JaBajia eMy 3TO
coenarh.

— Kaxk xe y3ko! YépT! — oH nofH r/la3a Ha Muxy, noutu cMesich, — OHa IyJIbCUPYET, XBaTaeT
MeHS 3a wieH. O3€pHas IUIIOIIKA caMa X0Tesla, YToOb e€ TpaxHynu. YEPT Bo3bMu! ITo Takoii Kaid.
Tr mpocTo 00513aH OIPOOOBATE.

Muxa u cam yxe OvUT He Ipo4b. OH UyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3BEHUT KOHELl, HaTATUBas TPYCHL. ['0/I0BKa yxKe
1ofjie31a oM Pe3UHKY U cjerka nobanuBana OT IPUINBIIEN KPOBU.

Ho ITetp emi€ He 3akoHuu. Ero mmpokue 6€apa ABUTaNuCh PUTMUYHO, KaK TUAPOMOJIOT, C
TOYHOCTBIO CJIECAPHOTO CTAHKA BHIBEPSiS TTTyOMHY TOJTYKOB.



Braranuie X110mano, UCToprast BCE HOBEIE ¥ HOBEIE TIOPLUY CepeOpPUCTOl BIIary.

— O uépr, 0 uépT, 0 4epT!

[IeTp Teps romosy.

Bcé yckopsisich, on0st BCE KECTUYe U KECTUE, 3aKMYPHUB I'Jla3a ¥ He BUMS JIUIla PyCalku, KOTOPOTO
elBa He KacaJiCsd KOHYHMKOM HOCa.

Bocxuiienne Muxu 06paTI/IJIOCB B yXKacC. ToHKUE XKeHCKue PYKHU TAHYJIH C HEMBICJTUMOM CHJIOH, IIOYTH
IMogHMMad €ro U3 IIeCKa. HpI/II.T.U'IOCb HaBaJINTLECSA BCEM BECOM, OTHET'O UX C HeTpOM T'OJIOBEI
OTKa3aJIUCh BCETO B IBAAIIaTH CAaHTHMETPaX OPyT OT Opyra. Ho B ocTansHOM pycCalika 0CTaBallaChb
a0COTIOTHO TUXOU U HEIOOBUKHOU, 1 HEBO3MOXKHO OBLTIO TIOHSITH UCIIHITEIBAET OHA 00JIb UK
HaCllaXX[JEeHue.

— YépT-4u€pT-4€pT, 4EPT! — CTPOYMUI CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOHI [IeTp, — OHa MHe ceidac 4jeH
OTOPBET.

OH chenan elné HECKOIbKO TOTUYKOB U 3aMep, UCTOPTasi MPOTSIKHAIM CTOH. Ero Temo BHITHYIIOCH,
6€mpa mpuKanuch K pycanoybeMy XBOCTY, OYITO UJieH HaKOHeI] IIPOpBajl HEBUAUMYIO IIperpany, He
[laBaBILYIO eMY IIOI'PY3UThCS MOTHOCTEIO. Pycanka ocnabia u 60JbIe He IHITanach MOTHATh PYKH.

— Bort gpsaBon, — BBEITJOXHYII HéTp, IIPpUIIOOHNMAsCh HAQ 6J'IeJIHBIM XOJIOODHBIM TEJIOM.

Muxa 6pocui B3TJISA HAa PYCaJIOYHi XBOCT: BIarajIUIle CHOBA 3aKPHITIOCh KOXKKUCTOM CKIIAIKOH,
BOKPYT KOTOPOU JKEJITENH JTyKUIIH criepMbl. CliepMa BUIHENTACh Ha XKUBOTE PYCAIKU, OTOETbHBIE
KaTlJI¥ 3aCTHUIM Ha €€ IPyau, Me[IeHHO o6palasch B XKUIKOCTb.

— Hukorpma takoro kaiida He 10BuJ, — [IeTp MOMBITANICS BEIIPSIMUTLCS, HO HOTH ero apoxkanu. OH
elBa He yIaJj, HaTaruBas mTaHbl: — OHa Tak MeHs cxkaja! [lymasn Bcsi KoH4a 00paTHO BOJTBETCS.

OH cYaCTIMBO 3aX0X0TaJl, ITaTasiCh KaK IIbSHBIN:

— JlaBaut, Muxa! [aBaii! Trl ke BUAMIIb, OHa CaMa 3TOro Xo4eT. [I09ToMy He COIIPOTUBIIIETCS.

Muxa 6os7ICs OIIEBENUTHCS. B mITaHax OBUIO TECHO, pycasiKa ObIlIalia JIETKO U TUXO, a e€ I'Pynb
co01a3HUTENBHO B3[IbIMalachk, HO OH He pelIajiCs OTIYCTUTh PYKHU.

— 4 nomepxy. [NaBai, Muxa! — IleTp TONKHY ero 60KOM U CXBATUJI PyCaIOubU 3aISICThS.

Muxa 3aMsiics.



I[TeTp mepxwuT pycanky. OHa OTKpHITA ¥ Oe33aluTHA: Tpaxad — He xo4y! Ho Bciomy pa3ma3sanachk
criepMa, Ja ¥ CHUMATh IITaHb mepef [1eTpoM Kak-To CTHIAHO...

— Ila He cCHl TH, — [leTp yXMBIUIBHYJICS, — IIPEACTaBb, YTO MOXKHO MyXKUKaM paccka3aTh! Thl
TpaxHyJ pycanky. 1 sTo He Opexus! Hy, npukuss!

Muxa pemuics. OH CITyCTHII IITAHBI, aKKYPATHO CJIOXKUJI UX B CTOPOHKE, PYKaBOM KYPTKHU CTEP
CIlepMy BOKpPYT BIlarajiuiia.

Ero unen Topuas, u3rubasich K XKUBOTY OYToM, ¥ Ka3ajcs KyCKoM 0arpoBOro Msica B CBETE KEJITOTO
dborapsa

Muxa OIIyCTHJICA Ha KOJIEHU Ha XBOCTOM DYCaJIKH, KaK 3TO Oejiall l'IeTp, HO OJINHEI YJI€Ha He
XBaTaJIO, YTOORI M3 TAKOM II03LI BOMTH BO BJIarajiniie. HpI/IH.UIOCb IIPAaKTUYECKHU JIEYb Ha XO0JIOOHOE
TEJI0, JIOBS IOOXOOSIINI yTOJI, COTHYTE JIOKTH, PACIIPAMUTD HOTH. JIuto PyCaJIKu OKa3aJIOCh B
KaJIKuX CAaHTHUMETpaX OT JIUIia Muxu, u OH He MOT IrnepecTaThb C YZKaCOM IMAJIUTLECA B eeé OTrPOMHEIE
IIJIOCKHE T'JIa3UIIIN.

[TeTp ¢ ycmenkoi HabIOaI 3a HEYK/IIKHUMY MTOMBITKAaMH IPyTra IPUCTPOUTHCS K PycaIoubei
OBEIPKe. Muxa eJ103uiT 3afIoM, IIBITasCh TOJIOBKOM CABUHYTh KOXKHUCTYIO CKJIQfIKy HaM BIArajauilneM, Kak
3To menan I[leTp, HO HUKAK He MOT ITONACTh. XOTEJI0Ch KypUTh, U [IeTp OHUKO XKaJjlell, 4To He
Iorajaics cpa3y OOCTaTh CUTApeTy.

Pycanka He meBeuiIach POBHO TaK Xe, Kak He IIeBeIiIach C MOMEHTA IOMMKH. BUOUMO Ha BO3[yXe
OHa [IBIIIajla HUYYTh HEe XyXKe, 4YeM B BOfie, @ Bce MUXUHHI IIOMBITKY HACAlUTh €€ Ha CBOM OI'PHI30K e
ObL1M 10 poHAPS.

HeTp Ha4dall CKy4aTh.

Kak ponro npogepxutcsa Muxa? Munyty? [IBe? [Ipu Takou y3KOU ObIPKe, Jay bor cekyHp TpuoLath.
CekyHp TpUOLATh MOXKHO IIOTEPIETD.

Pycanka népHymnach, HampsAras 3amsicTbs. [IeTp HEMHOT0 CMECTUJI BEC, YTOOHI Kperye JiepXKaTh eé
PYKH.

Muxa BUOHO HAIyIIaJI OBIPKY U IIBITAJICSA ITIPOCYHYTH I'OJIOBKY.

Pycanka mepHynace CHOBa.

Ila 4TO Takoe OH C Hell fenaeT? Pa3Be MOXKHO TaKiM 00pyOKOM MPUYMHUTE el 0071b, €CNIM OHa Jaxe
Ha usieH [leTpa He pearuposana.



[TeTp B3rIAHYJ Ha €€ JUI0: pycajika CMOTpesia Ha Muxy, cjierka IpUIOAHSB rOJI0By. Muxa 3Toro He
3aMeyari, yBIe4EHHO COIS U eJ1034 YIeHOM 10 YelyidaToMy xBocTy. OH BHI3BaJl y HE€ UHTepec?
[IeTp ycMexHYIICA: Oa HeT, el IIPOCTO Hafmoeno xKaaTh. CKOJIbKO MOXKHO mpoMaxuBaThcsi! Cydyka
X04eT CeKca.

Becénas myTKa Tak ¥ IPOCHIack Hapyxky. I1eTp maxe OTKPBII POT, YTOOH MOAKOI0Th Muxy. Ho
CJIOBa TaK ¥ 3aCTPSJIU B IJIOTKE.

[Iest pycanku BRITSIHYJIaCh, pa3Bep3niach IacTh, ¥ [iBa Psifla OCTPBIX UTJI BOH3UIUChL Muxe B ropJo.

"YaBk!" — OHa BHIIPEI3/Ia TOPTaHb.

"YaBk!" — nonHyna apTepus.

[ToGeneBmuit Muxa noBanuics Habok. ['opso OynabpKano, pykaMu OH TIBITAJICS 3aXKaTh PaHbl, HO
CKBO3b IAJIbIIBI OMJIaCh MEJIKUMU CTPYHKaMU KPOBb. Kamu ropenu Ha CEPOM IIecKe, CJIOBHO CBEXKHE
YTOJIbKY; PACIIOI3aIiCh, IPEBPAIIasich B UEpHEIe aTHa. OKPOBaBIeHHAs MOPAa PyCalku
PaBHOOYIITHO Tapaluiach B He6O.

['omoBa 3a3BeHena OT HaXJIBIHYBIIEN JIEASHONU IyCTOTHL. [IeTp MOgHAN PYKHU U IIONOJ3 K Muxe,
CIIOTHIKASICh Ha KaXX0M CaHTUMeTpe MPOKJIATOTO MecKa.

— Muxa, — 6€33BYYHO MIPOIIIEIITA OH.

B ryazax mpyra CTosJ1 KpOMeIIHEIH ykac. Muxa yraca, uc4desas, pPacTBOPSIJICS B OKpyKarolel
TEeMHOTe, U IleTp Hu4ero He Mor ¢ 3TUM crefiath. OH cxBaTul Muxy 3a Ije4u u npuxain K cebe.
BpHI3HYNHN CIE3HL.

— Muxa, Muxa, Muxa... — IIOBTOPSIJI, YMOJIsiyI, 3Bajl OH. Ho B pykax ero 0oJbIie He ObI7I0 Muxu.
JIump mycTtast 060/1049Ka, MIMPOKO paclaxHyThIMU IJla3aMHy TapalluBIIascs BO MpakK.

[Tocneimmancs BCIJIECK. HeTp IIOOHSAII TOJIOBY.

[Tyctas ceThb mexana Ha 6epery. 1o Boje pacXomuIuch KPyTH.
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