“Tsl yBUOUIIb, 4YTO €€ J0Yb-COBCEM [pyTras IIepPCIeKTHUBa, - CKa3ana [anuass. - Kaccanapa -
3aMeuaTejibHas XKEHIIMHA, ¥ IIPUMEPHO TBOETo Bo3pacTa. BooOime-To, OHa HallOMUHAET MHE
IxencoHa.”

“Brl myTuTe, - CKa3an Pydyc.

“0O, Ha IepPBHIN B3TJISAT OHYM KaXKyTCs APYTHMH, - CKa3asa [laHuanb. - OHa 00JIblle m0X0xKa Ha HOXK IS
MoroTa [IxKelicoHa, HO OHU 00a, T0X0XkKe, HacaXKIaloTCsS IIPOBOKaIlel KaK COI[MaIbHBIM
MHCTPYMEHTOM.”

“Ecnu momyMmarts, - ckasan Pydyc, HacTopoxkeHHO risafsd Ha [[:kelcoHa, - 1 Obl Ipearoyes UMeTh A0
c 6paTtom.”
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Codu u BenuHnmy BeI3BaIM HE B KPEIIOCTD, a B JoM Kitapuccel BeHTpecc - 3To 061IMpHOe TIOMECThE B
paiioHe KaHasna Ctaporo ropoga. Palion KaHasa uMesl COOCTBEHHYI0 BHYTPEHHIOI0 TOPOACKYIO CTEHY.
910 OBINIO Hacnenue BpeMeH, IIpeecTBOBABIINX OCTPOBY, KOTIa pailoH ObLT JOMOM [JI TOPOLCKOM
anuTh. OH OB OCTaBIIEH TEM, KTO UMeJl 00TaTCTBO, HO HE UMEJI IPEeCTUXKA, IPEAI0YUTas CTOSATh
BHICOKO B CTapoM ropofe, 4eM UATH 104 HOTaMHU Ha OCTPOBe. [IByX XKeHILIKH IIPOBEJIX Yepes
TEPPUTOPUIO JIarepsi, MUMO HECKOJIbKUX I'0JI0BOPE30B, CTOSILIMX Ha CTpaxe. MHOro BEKOB Ha3af
pe3unennust Knapuccer Oblyia pe3ugeHiuen ceMbr MepcepoB. TeppuTtopust Ovla JOBOJIBHO
OOIIMPHOM, Yepe3 Hee IIPOTEKalo HeCKOIbKO KaHalloB. BHYTpU caMoro fjoMa WX Besl HEYKITIOXKUM
Jleonupn-tenoxpanutens Knapuccel, Hapaensn. Knapucca xXpgana ux B TOCTUHOM, CULS 3@ CTOJIOM C
yTpeHHUM daeM. Ee Kkpeciio OblJI0 eJUHCTBEHHEIM B KOMHATe.

- HaM®l, - MONPUBETCTBOBANa ux Knapucca. “Y MeHs Ojis Bac XOpoIIue HOBOCTH.”

“d He gymaro, yTo Codu nmokoHyuna ¢ 60eBEIMU IMaMH, - YTPIOMO CKa3aia benunpa.

“Boo0mie-To fa, - ckadana Kmapucca.

Codu u BenuHga pe3Ko MOTHSIU TONOBH. - Heyxkenu?- Cnipocuna Benunpa.

- IIa, - otBeTuna Knapucca. “Y Hee Obln mocnenHuit 6o B maxre.”

“Torga 4TO THI XO4elIllb, YTOOHI 51 cAesasna ganbiue?- Crpocuna Codu, IPUITYPUBIIHCE U TSSO Ha
Kmnapuccy.

“Tak UMHUAYHO, - CKa3ajia Knapucca.

- TIpocTo ckax¥u 3T0, - cKaszana Codu.



“Brl ObLIM OTIMYHOM KOMaH[OM, - CKa3asna Knapucca. - 4 mogo3pesalo, YTO faxe cervac BH OBOE-
€IUHCTBEHHbIE, KTO TOYHO 3HAET, CKOJIbKO [eJl Bbl IIPOBEPHYIU O cTapuKa CumbBeL. f IPOCTO X04Yy,
yTOOB! TH BEPHYJIACh K TOMY, YTO [eJlaellb JIyyle BCero.”

- MBI OTOBOPUIIUCEH, UTO TOMOKEM Tebe cipoBopoBaTh CuibBYy, - ckaszana Codpu. “Tenepb ThI
X04Yelllb, YTOOBI MBI €T0 000Kpanu?”

“Koneuno, HeT, - orBeTria Kimapucca. “f Obl HUKOTIa He IocTaBuia TebOs B TaKoe IOJIoXKeHue.,”

“Torpa uTo xe?- Cnpocuna Codu. “XopoIio u3BECTHO, YTO BOT yKe IMOYTH AECITh JIeT ceMbs CUIbBEL
TI0JIb3YETCS YCIIyraMHU ITaphl TPEBOCXOOHEIX BOPOB. Korpa Te e caMble BOPHEL HAYHYT rpabuTh
COLIMAJIbHYIO 3JIUTY, IPSIMO Ha Iy0nuKe, naBneHue Ha CunbBy OymeT 3HaUUTETbHBIM”

-Ts1 4TO, C yMa comuta?- KpukHaysna BenuHpa, CepOUTO MIarHyB BEpe[.

Tenoxpauutens Knaprcce ABUHYJICS K Hel, HO Kitapucca HeOpexkKHO MaxHysa eMy B OTBET. “ITO
OymeT mocnenHee 3aflaHue, KOTopoe g Tebe maM, - ckasana Knapucca. - EcTecTBeHHO, Kpaxa y
OoraTtenmux noneil 'puHCTOyHa IIPUBIIEYET K PaccieloBaHUI0 aBAHTIOPUCTOB. Kak TOIBKO OHU
IOMMYT, YTO Haubosee CriocoOHBEIe BOPH ceMby CHITbBA SIBISIIOTCS Hanboee BepPOSITHEIMU
BUHOBHUKAMH, JaBneHue Ha CUIbBy OyOeT OrpOMHBIM.”

“TBl HENUCTBUTENIPHO XOUEIllb PUCKHYTH ¥ 0OPYIIIUTH CUITBI C OCTPOBA Ha CBOO royioBy?- Crpocuia
Codmu.

“Bpsim mu 3TO pUCK, - cKa3ana Kmapucca. “OHu 06HaApyXKaT, YTO IIOCIIe CEPUU TIIATEJIbHO
CIIJTAHUPOBAHHLIX OrpabiieHui BOPH, KOTOphle paboTanu Ha ceMbio CUIbBEL B TeUeHHEe MHOTHUX JIET,
Oonbille He HaX0OATCSA B Topofe. [IoToMy 4TO, BHIIIOJIHKUB CBOIO YaCTh CHEJIKHU, BHl OyfieTe mameko
oTciofa, Kak u obemanu. C Xxopolied CyMMOM IeHer 3a Ballli XJIOMOTEHL.”

BenuHpma OTKpPEIIA POT, YTOOBI OTBETUTH, HO KecT Codu 3acTaBuI ee 3aMoJI4aTh. - XOPOIIIO, - CKa3aa
Codu. benunpa moBepHyJa rojioBy 1 mocMoTpesna Ha Codu Tak, CIOBHO Ta comuia ¢ yma. Codu
cJIeTKa IoKadasia TOJI0BOM, YTOOLI 3aCTABUTh €€ 3aMO0JIUaTh.

- OtnuuHo, - cKalana Knapwucca. - MTak, Baiiia nepsas Liefib.”

- Hert, - mepebuna ee Codu.

- [Ipowry npomenusa?- Cupocuna Knapucca.

- Llenb cocTouT B TOM, YTOOH IpUB/IeYs BHUMaHUe K CUmbBe, - cKa3ana Codwu, - a He B TOM, YTOOH
COBEPIINTH KaKOe-TO KOHKpeTHOe orpabienue. Tak 4To He UMeeT 3HAYEHUSI, UYTO Mbl OepeM UIn OT
KOT0, TJIaBHOE, YTOOHI 3TO OBLIO TPOMKO 1 my6auyHo. Mul ¢ Benunupoi BribepeM 1enu u BpeMs."



- BBI60p Lenewu, - CKkasamna Knapncca, - O3HAYaAET, 4YTO 4 MOT'Y HOCTHYb CPa3y HECKOJIbBKUX uemnen.”

“Hama cenka He BKI0O4ajia HUKAKUX APYTHX Iieiei, KoTopele Bol Mornu 6b1 UMeTSh, - cKa3ana Codu.
- Taxk uTo Bl MoKeTe pa3o0OpaThcs ¢ HUMU caMH. BBl 3Ke He IpecyiefyeTe Hac Kak MPUMaHKY 110
KaKOH-TO APYroM IpuunHe, He Tak 1u?”

“KOHEeYHO, HEeT, - 0TBeTula Knapucca.

“Torma MbI BRIOMpaEM 11N U BEIOMpaeM BpeMsi, - cka3ana Codu.

- [TpekpacHo, - cornmacunach Kmapucca. “TonbKo mpocnenu, 4To0sl MeHs IIpenynpeausIn 3apaHee.”

- Het, MbI He OymeM BMemrBaTh Bac B 9T0 meno, - cka3zana Codu. “B KoHIle KOHI[OB, MBI HE XOTHM,
yTOORI JIIOOY IePeKiIoYany BHuManue ¢ CunbBel Ha Bac. MH mtaHupyeM U coBepiaeM rpabexu B
OIVHOYKY, a TOBapHI llepelnpabiisieM dyepes joged CUIBBEL. Y HAC JOCTAaTOYHO CBSA3€eU AJid 3Toro.”

['y6r1 Knmapuccsl ynei0anuch, HO Tia3a OBIIM MOJHH sifa. “OdeHb X0POIIo, - CKa3ana oHa. - Ho s xouy,
yT0OBI paboTa BHIIOIHAIACh OBICTPO U MHOTOKpPaTHO. EClu HET, TO TH He CIIPABUIILCS CO CBOEH
3afjayeil, ¥ B 3TOM ropofie He OyIeT MecTa, Tie Thl CMOXKeIllb CIIPSATaThCS OT MeHsI. YTo Ke KacaeTcs
nobera... eciu OBl Bl MOTJIM TIOKUHYTh 3TOT 'OPOJ] KUBLIM, TO BHI OBl BOOOIIE HE IPHUIIIN KO MHE.”

Co¢u KOpOTKO KMUBHYJIA U 3alllaraja Ipoyb. benuHa mociefoBaia 3a Hel, TeTOXPaHUTENb
Knapucchl cienoBai 3a HUMHU, TTOKa OHY He BHIIIIH U3 jgarepsi. OHM OBICTPHIM IIaroM IIUTH 110 TeMHBIM
ynuiam CTaporo ropoga.

- W uto ke aTo Orno?- Cepputo cupocuna bennHpa, Kak TONbKO yOenuaach, YT0 OHU U30aBUIIUCH
rna3 u yue# Kmapuccel. - Bo BceM 3TOM HeT HUKAKOT'0 CMBICTIa. Bce 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, KaK JIIOOU
IOUMYT, YTO MBI BOPHL. M cedaTs cMyTy cpeu oCTpPOBUTSH? OHU IOLUUIIOT 3a HaMU MUCKaTelen
NPUKIOYeHn. HeyxXKeu oHa NBEITAeTCSA CBAJIUTh BCE 3TO Ha CBOIO I'OJIOBY?"

- Tol mpaRa, - ckalana Codu. - OTO He ©UMeeT CMEIC/IA, CJIU Pedb BCe ellle UMIET O TOM, YTOOH
cripoBoIMpoBaTh CumbBy. YTO-TO U3MEHHUIIOCH, ¥ B 9TOM KaK-TO 3amelraHa OCTpoBHAs MONMUTHKA.
BeHnTpecc He puCKHYIa ObI IPOBOIMPOBATE OCTPOB, CIIK OBl ¥ Hee He OBIJI0 KaKOH-TO IMOONEePKKH,
4yTOOBI 3aIIUTUTE ee."

“Bech aTOT maH-6e3yMue, - cKa3asna benunpa.

- Ia, - cornacumnack Codu. “Torma 3aueM corjamarbcs Ha 9T0? OHa [OMXKHA 3HATh, HACKOIBKO
mpo3payvHa.”

“Tel ke 3Haellb, Kak BeHTpecc OTHOCUTCA K CBOel penyTanun. OHa X04eT, 4TOOB! MBI Pa30pBajH
CMeJIKy, faXe eC/IM BCe 3HAIOT, YTO 9TO OHA TOJIKHYJIa Hac Ha 3T0.”



- 3auem OecnokouTthcs?- Crupocusna benunpa. - Mel 0151 Hee He 0ojiee YeM Majika, KOTOPOU MOXKHO
ThIKaTh CUIBBY.”

“He 3Halo, - orBeTusa Codu. - MoxkeT ObITh, OHA UILET IIPEAJIor, YToOH IIepefaTh Hac eMy. YeM Obl
OHa ce#yac HY 3aHUMAaJIach, MBI KAKHM-TO 00pa30oM CTaJid phiYaroM fgaBiieHus. Ho oHa He MOXKeT
OBITH 3aMeYeHa Hapyllalollen caenky.”

“Ee xBasieHad penyTanus, - CKa3aja benuspa.

“Ecnu MBI pPa30pPBEM CHEJIKY, OHa CMOXKET OTKPHITO [ejIaTh C HAMHU BCe, YTO 3aX04eT, - cka3ana Codu.

“3HAuYUT, TH KyIUjIa HaM CTOJIbKO BPEMEHU ¥ CBOOO[IbI, CKOJIbKO CMOTJIa, - forafianach benuHaa.

“HaMm HykHO 00lyMaTh HAIl CJIeAYIOMNiA m1ar. BeHTpecc-3To Gobllle He Hall TyTh U3 ropopaa.”

- Hopran?- [Ipepnonoxuna benuapa. Tpetuid uneH bonbiioy TPORKK MOJT4Yall C TeX 0P, KaK yMep
cTtapuk Cumnbaa.

“Y Hac HeT HUYEero, YTo MOKHO ObII0 OB OOMEHSITh Ha 3aIIUTY, - cKa3ana Codu. “Torma 4uTo xKe?-
Cuopocuna benunapa.

- [Tonpo6yeM BrIOpaThCs caMu?”

[TpuunHa, MO0 KOTOPOM OHU OTIPABUIIKMCH K Knapucce, 3aKm0danachk B TOM, YTO cOexkaTh U3 Topofa
He3aMeueHHBIMU 0O0JIbIII0N TPOMKOM OBIJIO ITOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO. Y HUX Obl/la JKejle3Has XBaTKa B
CYIOXOICTBE, U CYXOIIyTHHIX IIyTEIIeCTBUY OBIII0O 0YeHb MaJlo.

“B03MOKHO, HaM IIPUETCS MOMPo6oBaTh CYXOMYTHLIM MapIIPyT, - ckadana Codu.

[ToGer u3 paitoHa ['pHHCTOYHA IO CyIIle O3HAYal ONUH U3 ABYX IyTei. [IepBbIM OEI0M HYKHO OBLITO
TIOTHSITHCS BBEPX 110 PeKe [0 oa3uca MUCTPYH, a 3aTeM MPOMOJIKUTh YTk Yepe3 MYyCTHIHIO K
IeHTpanbHOMY Benbay. OTTyma, Ha 10T, K 6oJiee MI0JOPOOHEIM 3eMIsiM U I1opTy, roe y BombImoin
TPOUKHU OBITIO JOCTATOYHO UHTEPECOB, YTOOH UX JIETKO OBIJIO 3aTallluTh 00paTHO B 'pUHCTOYH.
Ipyroy myTh Jiexkall K CeBEPHLIM TEPPUTOPHSIM, YTO 03HAYAJIO IEPEX0] Uepe3 MePTBLIE ITECKH,
CpaxkeHue C MOHCTPAaMU ¥ KOUEBLIMY OaHIUTCKUMHU IIJIeMeHaMH.,

“MBI HCKITIOYHIIN 3TO 10 KaKOU-TO MPHUYKHE, - CKa3aia benuumga. - Halll oneIT ¥ 3HaHUS
3aKaHYMBAIOTCS Y TOPOACKOM CTeHb. ECIM MBI OTIIPABUMCS B IIYCTHIHIO, TO 3TO OyIeT YHCTOM BOILI
aBaHTIOpa.”

- MoxeT OLITh, 9TO BCE, UTO Y HAC €CTh, - cKa3ajna Codu. “Tloka MH fiellaeM JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOORI
BeHTpecc yCrokouaach, Mkl pa30epeMcsi ¢ 3TUM.”



benunpa OITIyCTHIIA T'OJIOBY. “Bce cTaHOBUTCS TOIBKO XyXKe, - TUX0 CKa3ajida OHa.

“4 3Ha10.”
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