- He ronopna, Actopus?”

“Hert,” oTBeTUIa OHa, TMIIOA Ha HETO yepe3 cToJl. OH YeCTHO CKydaJl [10 3TOMY IIPE3PUTENIbHOMY
B3TJISIY 3@ IOCJIeIHNE HECKOJIBKO IHEHN, U OH He OBl yBepeH, YTO 9TO TOBOPUT O HEM. - THl
OEeVCTBUTEILHO HAaCcTauBall Ha BCTPeUe CO MHOM B 9ToH mbipe? CoBH OBII0 OBl TOCTATOYHO.”

- Y yryCcTuTh 1IaHC CHOBA YBUIETh TBOE XOPOILIEHbKOE IMYUKO?” CIIPOCHUII OH, TeaTPaJIbHO IONHSB
6poBu. “Boxe ymacu!”

- Kak ckaxems.” OHa 3aKaTHa r'jla3a ¥ OTOABUHYIA OT cebs Jaliky ¢ Kode. - Y Hac ecTb
corjamenue?”

“Ila, s He BUXKY IIPUYHKH, TI0YeMy HeT”, - CKa3asl OH. - & mpukpoio Tebs, mepenaM apTedakTsl TOHKC U
CKaxy eil, 4To THI cHajia uX MHe JOOPOBOJILHO, U Jaxe JaM TBOeMy MYyXKY IOJI0XKUTEIbHYIO IIPECCY, O
KOTOpPO# OH Tak 3a60TuTcs. Kak 661 MHe HU OBIIIO HETTPUATHO AYMaTh O TOM, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO
IIOMOYb XOPBKY, S IIPOCTO IIOAYMal0 O TOM YUK-3H[Ie, KOTOPBIM BEL IPOBEJIU B Ka4eCTBe I'OCTS B MOEM
moMe, KOTfia 51 chefiaio 3aMedaHre Ha rajia-KoHIlepTe, KoTopoe CKUTEp MPOCTO ClIy4aitHo OymeT B
npepenax CABIIMMOCTUA. Korga s mpoyuTarn 3arojioBOK, KOTOPHIM OHA IMHUILIET O TOM, Kak Jaxke
"M30paHHBIN" BlIeyaTyieH pad0ToM, KOTOPYIO HOBHIM opa Mandoi caoesnan, 4ToOb UCKYIUTb UMS
CBOEU CeMbH U CTaTh KPEeJUTOM Halllero o0IIecTBa, S IPOCTO MOAyMa 0 TOM BpeMeHH, KOTha s
TpaxHyJ Te0s1, moKa Thl pa3roBapuBajl C HUM Yepe3 KaMUHHYIO MOJIKY. BEIUTpHIBaIOT BCe.”

“OyapoBaTelibHO, - CKa3ana oHa. OHa OJBHUHYIACh K Kpaio KaOUHKM, COOUPasACh YXOAUTh. DTO He
rogutcs. Ecnu oHa fymara, 4To Tak JIeTKo BhIOepeTcs M3 3TOM IMepefpsAaru mocjie TpexX AHeN CBOOOMH,
TO JKECTOKO omrnbanacs.

“¢l, KoHEeYHO, ToTpebyI0 OT Bac OMOJIKEHHUS II03XKe, - CKa3an oH. OHa 3aMepJia, ee TeJI0 HEYKITIOXKEe
IIePEeXONNIO0 13 MOJI0XKEHUS CUAS B MOJI0KEHNE CTOS.

- A Te TpH C ITOJIOBUHOM HHSI, UTO THI TPOBEJI, UCIIOIB3YSI MO€e TeJIO [Jisi COOCTBEHHOT'0 U3BPAIIEHHOTO
YIOBOJIbCTBUS, HEe B cYeT?” OHa MpoOopMOTasa TakK, YTOOk TOIHKO OH MOT YCJIBIIaTh: - Ecimu
ofymMaTh, 3aueM Tebe BooOIIe IPOCUThL 00 OOJIKEHNH, KOTa Thl MOXKEIIh IIPOCTO IIPUKa3aTh MHE
nenaTh IPaKTUUYECKH BCE, UTO 3aX04elb?”

- [Toromy 4uTO 5 X04y, 4YTOOHI THl OTIIATHIA 3a YCIIYTy, KaKoy Obl OHA HYU OblTa, 3HAs1, YTO Marus
KJISTBEL HE BHIHYKaeT Te0s coesaTh 3TO, - CKa3asl OH, YXMBUISIACH ell.

“@y, TH TaKOW HaJOEOJIUBLIM, - CKa3ajla OHa. - XOPOIIIo, s 0KaxKy Tebe yCclyry B 0OMeH, eClii 3TO He
OymeT KOMIIPOMETUPOBATh MeHs unH [Ipako. Temeps eCiau 3TOTO HOCTATOYHO...”

“HeT, Ha caMoOM [ejie 3TOT0 HeIOCTaTOYHO, - CKa3asl OH. - [TocienHue HeCKOJIbKO OJHeH 1 OblI Ha
3a[laHUU, He UMes HU BPeMeHHU, HM BO3MOXKHOCTH [lake HEMHOI0 IOgpo4uTh. [locie Toro 4ymecHoro
IIPOIOJIXKUTENTBHOTO YUK-9H[Ia, KOTOPHIM MBI TOJIBKO UTO ITPOBEJIM BMECTE, I YBePeH, Bbl MOXKeTe cebe
IIPEICTaBUTh, KaK CTPAaHHO OBIIO He BRIXOOUTH HU pa3y 3a Bce TP AHS. K cHuacThio OISt MEeHSsI, Thl



30eCh, YTOOHI PEIIUTD 3Ty IpobiieMy 3a MeHs.”

“¢ He 6ymy TpaxaTh TeOs mocpenu pecTopaHa!” mporenTasna oHa. Ee ronyOsie ria3a ObIIN TOTHEL
y’Kaca, BepOsITHO, IIOTOMY, UTO OHA ITOHSJIA: €CIIA OH MPUKAXKeT el CeNaTh 9T0, ee TeO CAesaeT
UMEHHO 3TO.

“Brl, KOHEYHO, HET”, - CKa3aJjl OH. - MHe HPaBUTCS 3TO MECTO, U 51 OBl He X0TeJI, YTOOb MeHs
3aMpeTuIy Ha BCIO XKu3Hb. TyaneT, omHakKo, 6ymeT paboTaTh IPOCTO OTIUYHO.” OH MTOIOKUII Ha CTOJI
meHbru 3a 00erd u ee Kode, TOTOM BCTaJl U BRIKUIAIOIIE IIOCMOTPET Ha Hee.

“Thl He MOXKeITh OBITH CEPLE3HEIM, - IIPOIIXIIENIa OHA, HO €€ TeJI0 He COIPOTUBIISAIOCH, KOT/la OH B3SJT
ee 3a PYKy ¥ moBesl B TyaneT. OHK BOLUIH B KEHCKYIO KOMHATY, KOTOPYIO OH OCMOTPEJI, YTOORI
yOemuThCS, 9YTO OHA ITyCTa, IPeK/ie YeM OHHU BOIUIH, ¥ OH ITOBEJI ee K OOHOM u3 KabuHOK. OH 3aKPHUT
U 3amep 3a HUMU [IBEPb, a IOTOM Haydall paCCTEeruBaTh OPIOKH.

- Tet He coOupaeIIbCs HAOXKUTh 3arIyIIalollee 3aKIMHaHKE? - IPOIIIeNTalla OHa. - A eCu KTo-
HuOyOb U3 MarjaoB Bounet?”

- §1 cTaparoch He UCII0Nb30BaTh MAruio B HETTOCPENCTBEHHOM GIM30CTH OT MArTJIOB, €CJTH 9TO He
SIBJISIETCST a0COIIOTHO HEOOXOMUMEIM, - 00BSICHUII OH. - EC/TM ThI OOHUINBCS, YTO OHM HAC YCIIBIIIAT, TO
TIocTapaiicst BeCTu cebst Tuxo.”

“Upmot,” mpoOopMOTasa OHa.

“¢ Toxke pap Te0s BUIETH, - CKa3asl OH, CTATUBas OPIOKU U HUXKHee 6ellbe IOCTATOYHO [ajieKO BHU3
110 HoraM, 4TOoOH ero 4sieH Mor cBo6omHO mopanpairuBaTh. OH cejl Ha YHUTA3 U yKalasl Ha Hee. - A
Telephb 3afiepu IIN1aThe U OCenai Mou 4ineH.”

Ee 1meku mokpacHey, TO JIX OT CMYIIEHHUS, TO JIX OT THEBA, TO JIU OT KAKON-TO KOMOWHAIIUN TOTO U
IPYyroro, HO OHA BCe PaBHO MOTYUHUIACH ero TpeboBaHuoo. OHa 3afipasia muaThe J0 Oemep, CIyCTHIa
TPYCUKM ¥ TIpHCeia Ha KOpTouku. OHa 3aHsJIa MO3UIMI0 MEeIJIEHHO ¥ OCTOPOXKHO, KaK OyOTO He Oblia
yBepeHa, HaCKOJIbKO XOPOIII0 3TO cpaboTaer.

“Hy?” cripocun oH. - Thl coOMpaenIbcs HavyaTh WK HeT? ¢ 3Hal0, YTO BHl IIPOBOAUTE CBOU THU B
WHTPHUTAX U He UMeeTe HacCTosel paboTkl, HO Te U3 HAC, Y KOr'0 eCTh 3aKOHHAs Kapbepa, UMeIoT
TOJIPKO OIIpefielIeHHOe KOJTMYEeCTBO BpeMeHH! Ha 00eleHHEBIe TIePEePHIBHL.”

- i3BMHU, YTO ¥ MEHST HET HUKAKOTO OIBITA TPAXaThCs B TyajeTe, KaK KaKOH-HUOYOb IOXOTIIUBHIH
mereHepart!” - cupocuna Actopus. OHa IOHU3UIIA TOJI0C, OIIaCasiCh, YTO KTO-TO €Ille MOXKET BOUTH B
BaHHYI0, HO KOMIIEHCUPOBaJjla CBOM CIIOKOWHBINM TOH B3TJISIOM YUCTEUIIel HEHaBUCTH, KOTOPBIN
Opocuia Ha Hero. TeM He MeHee, OHa ITpKUcesla Ha KOPTOYKY Ha[l HUM, KPEIKO Jepxka ero 4jieH
PYKOH, U OIIyCTUJIAaCh Ha HETO.



“A-a-a,” mpoTsHyn [appu. OH Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aKpHII I'1a3a, YTOOR CHOBA ITOYYBCTBOBATh Ce0sT
BHYTpH Hee. MoxeT, eMy U He HpaBunach Actopusi Mandoii, HO OH onpeneeHHO 06U ee KUCKY. -
YyBcTBY10 cebs Kak goma.”

- Torma 3TO mOM, U3 KOTOPOro Te0s BHICENISIT HABCeTia, KaK TOIBKO ST 0CBOOOXKYCh OT KIISITBHI, - PE3KO
nporenTana Actopus. OHa Hayasla MOANPHITABATh Ha €ro YleHe, CAepPKaHHO U OCTOPOKHO
OBUTAsICh. B 00bIYHOE BpeMsi OH ObI OTPYTasl ee u Bejies Obl €XaTh Ha HEM CHJIbHEE, HO B TAHHOM
Clydae OH He MOT BUHUTE ee. OH He XOTeJ OBITh JOCTATOYHO TPOMKUM, YTOOBI IIPUBJIEYbh BHUMaHUE
IIOCTOPOHHUX; €My HeNCTBUTEIbHO HPABUJICS 3TOT PECTOPaH.

- He mpuTBOpSsiiicst, 4To Tebe He HPABUTCS YyBCTBOBATH MO UJI€H BHYTPH ce0s, - CKa3as OH. - B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, S CAMbI# OOJIBIIION M3 BCEX, KTO Y Tebs Korma-mu0o Obii.”

OHa MmoKpacHesa U IPUIYPUIack, HO HUYEro He cKasasa B 0TBET. Ee MOmbITKa MOAMPHTHYTh HE
IIPOIIJIa TaK XOPOIIO; TyajleT MPOCTO He OB MpegHa3HadeH s TAaKOr0 pofa OCKOPOIeHWH, 1
OBICTPOE IBUXKEHME BBEPX M BHU3 IIPOU3BOOUIIO CIIUIITKOM MHOTO IITyMa. [1o3ToMy OHa
IIePEeKIIYMIIach Ha TO, YTOOL HAcakKMBaThCSI Ha HETO M pacKauyuBaTh OegpaMu B3aa-Bmepen. Jaxe
3TO0 OBINIO CHie/TaHO C 6O0JbIel clepKaHHOCThI0, YeM 00BIYHO, YUUTEIBas 00CTOSITENIbCTBA, HO ['appu
He cobuparcs xkanoBaThcs. OH Bce ellle OBUT MOTPYKEH 0 CaMble SHIla B TYTOM KUM ACTOPUH, U 3TO
OBLIIO YyIeCHOE MECTO.

OH moJIOKUJI PYKY €Y Ha 3af U JIacKal ero, IIoKa OHA TUXOHBKO II0KayuBala OefpaMu y HETO Ha
KOJIEHSIX U pa3BjieKajach TEM, UTO JIM3ajla ¥ OCacCkBaia ee mewo. OHa MMOBEpHYJIa r0JIOBY, YTOOH HE
CMOTPETh Ha HETO, HO OT TAKOTO GJIU3KOT0 PACCTOSTHUSI HEBO3MOKHO OBbIJIO CKPHITh HU €€ PE3KOT0
IbIXaHWsI, HU TUXUX TUXUX CTOHOB. OHA MOTJIa He JTOOUTh ero Tak JKe CUIbHO, KaK OH He N00OHUI ee,
ecny He 60JIblIe, HO KaKas-TO YaCTh €e CKydasia II0 ero 4jeHy, faXe eclid OHa HUKOTHa He
Ipu3Hanack Obl B 3TOM Jaxke caMoii cebe.

OOBIYHO TAKOT'0 MENJIEHHOTO ABUXKEHUS ObLI0 OBl HEMOCTATOYHO, YTOOR 3aCTAaBUTh ['appu KOHYUTS,
10 KpaliHeX Mepe, He TakK ObICTPo. Ho OH He ImIyTUll HacueT He0OXOOUMOCTH BEPHYTHCS K paboTe.
ToHKC GBIT JOBOILHO HEIPUHYXKAEHHHIM 60CCOM, ¥ OH 3apaboTan MHOTO CBOOOME IeHCTBUM, KpOMe
ToTro, 671aroflapsi CBOeMy yCIIeXy B [iejlaX, HO OH BCe ellle He XOTeJl UCIIBITEIBATh CBOIO YAa4y CIIUIIKOM
maneko. M KpoMme TOTo, OH OeNCTBUTEIILHO OBIJT HOBOIBHO CAepKaH U BO30yKOeH mocye 0ojiee yeM
TPpexX OHeW, He HaXOMsl BpeMeHHU, YTOOkl JPOYUTh ONUH Opra3M. [0 HeJaBHET0 BpeMeHHU HECKOJIbKO
nHel He OBIIK OJI51 HETO TaKOM YK O0JbIION Po6ieMoii, HO ITocie ToUYTH 6e30CTaHOBOYHOTO CeKca C
3TOM KEHIIUHON OHM Ka3aJIMCh BEYHOCTHI0. Ero opra3m mopgHsjcs ObIcTpee, 4yeM 00BIYHO, ¥ OH
IIPUHSIT €T0.

OH cnerka IIPUKYCHUIJI €€ IMIe10, KOrga KOHYUJI, €€ YJIeH NOUJI eTr0 CEM. Ona XMEBIKHYJIQ, HO HUYETO0 HE
CKa3adJla X He IIOIIBITa/IaCh OTTOJIKHYTH €TI0 I'OJIOBY. Ona IIPOCTO MOJI49a CHUaejla Ha HEM, €ro 4JIEH BCe
ete ObLT IIOTPyXKeEH B €€ KUCKY, U XKMaJld, KOI'Ta OH KOHYHT.

“Monopern, Actopus,” cka3an oH. OHa yCMeXHYyJ1ach I10XBaJjle, OTBEPHYJIaCh ¥ OCTOPOXKHO ITOOHAIIACh
c ero KoneH. OHa BBITAIMIA TAJI0YKY YU HAJIOXKUJIa OYUIIallee 3aK/IMHaHNe CHadasla Ha Hero, a
moTOM Ha ce0s. OH MOHMMaJ, TOYEMY OHa 3TO CHelaja; 3TO OB UX MTEPBLIM CEKC BHE €ro floMa, Tak
YTO Temepb UM JeHCTBUTENIBHO HYKHO OBIJIO CKPHITh IOKA3aTeIbCTBA CBOEH esiTeIbHOCTH. M Bce ke



OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOT OBl MCIIOJTh30BaTh 3TO B CBOMX MHTEpPecax. YTO-TO, YTO HYKHO 3allOMHUTD Ha
CIIeAyIOIIUK pas.

“YBupumMmcs Ha Oanmy B MUHUCTEPCTBe Uyepe3 [Ba OHs,” cKa3al OH. - He MOT'y JoXmaThCs, YTOOR
YBUMETH, 4YTO Ha TeOe HafeTo, MoxKeT ObITh, 1 COPBY €ro ¢ Te0s.”

- Tel He MOXKeIIlb! - pelIuTeNbHO 3asiBUIIa OHa. TaM OymeT Tak MHOro joaei! Tam Oymet Mo Myx!”

- Tel HE TOBOPHUIITL HUYETO, YTO 3aCTABUIIO OBl MEHS XOTETh 9TOT'0 MEHBIIIE, - CKa3aJl OH, YeM
3apaboTar ele OOUH CBUPEIILIH B3TIISI.

“IToTTep,” cka3asna oHa. Temeph OHA BHITJISIAENIA UCIIyTAaHHOW, UCIIyTaHHOM TeM, 4To [[pako y3HaeT 00
¥X MaJIeHbKOU JOrOBOPEHHOCTHU. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH MOT IIpUKa3aTh el Pa3feThCsa U TPaxHyTh ero
IpsMO Tocpenu 6anbHOTO 3aj1a, IPSIMO Ieper ee MyKeM, U KJIsiTBa 3aCTaBUT ee CAeJaTh 9T0. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, TyONMUYHBIN Oy He ObLT MPeCTYIJIeHHEeM, 3a KOTOPOe KOT0-TO OTIPaBIIsiau B A3ka0aH, Tak
YTO 3TO BIIOJIHE COOTBETCTBOBAJIO IlapaMeTpaM, KOTOPhle OH YCTaHOBUJI, ¥ OHa COTJIaCUach.

“ITocmoTpuM,” cka3an oH. OHa omIpefeIeHHO 3aCTaBUT er0 KOHUYUTH Ha 3TOM 6aJly; BOIIPOC TOIHKO B
TOM, KOT[]a U I'le IPeICTaBUTCA TaKas BO3MOXKHOCTE. - A Teleph NOIIeBeIUBauCsa. Y MeHs eCThb
pabora.”
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