I'nmaBa 4. Yacts 4. Tebe He HyKeH UMIIEPATOPCKUM OTel?

JIu 105 He NIpoM3HEC HU CJI0Ba, IT0Ka JIu YK5HBYK9HL CHOBa He YTKHYJIAaCh I'OJIOBOU €My B
ITPOMEKHOCTB, YTOOBI BCOCATh €T0 MSICHOM 1IeCT U 00/1M3aTh ero CBOUM A3HIKOM. JIu KO3 ObIno Tak
XOPOILIO, YTO, HAaKOHEI], He MOT 60JIbllle TEPIETh U Ha4Jl BXOAWII U BEIXONUTI U3 ee pTa. Markue pyku
JIn Y3HpYK3HE KOCHYJIUCh OCHOBAHHUSA €r0 MACHOTO CTEPKHS, IIOCIIHIIIAIACE €€ CTOHEL.

OHa TOJIBKO UTO 0071HM3asia Y4JIeH CBOero HUMIEePATOPCKOTO OTI@, HO M3-II0 Hee BRITEKJIO MHOTO BJIaTH.
Y Hee He Ob1I0 OOJIBINIE SHEPTHH, NEUCTBUTEILHO 00JIbIIe He OBIIO.

OHa BBIYCTHUJIa €T0 YJIeH, IpKKaach K HeMy ry0aMu, ee TyMaHHBIN B3rJiay oOpatuics Ha Jlu H0a:

«MMmnepatopckuit otel, YK3HbYKIHL YYBCTBYET ce0s1 HEKOM(MOPTHO... He MOXKeT OOJIblIe
TEepPHeTh...»

«IMnepaTopcKuil oTel yYui Tebs paHbIIe».

«MMnepaTOpPCKuy OTell, IoXKanyrucTa, TpaXxHu YK9HbYKI3Hb... HHH... IMIIepaTopCKuii OTell... y-y-y-
Yoo

«Ho Tebe He HPABUIIOCH, KAK UMIIEPATOPCKUM OTeIl Tpaxas Tebs».

YxkoHpUKIHD T0OKaYasia rojaoBor: «YK3HbYK9HL HPAaBUTCSH, YKIHBYKIHb HPABUTCH...»

«Jloporas, JOJIKHa CHejaTh 3TO caMa».

Yx9HbYKIHb 3aMepiia, 3aTeM HaKJIOHUIIA TOJI0BY, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETH Ha €r0 4JIeH, Kak Oy[ATO OHa He
TIOHMMAJIa.

JIu O3 yrosapusain ee: «Jloporas, cnb CI0fa, CSIOb Ha TeJI0 UMIIePaTOPCKOTO OTLa».

YxaHpUK9HL MOPTHYJIa, Tak 4To JIu KO3 mogymar, 4To 0OHa He MOHsJIa ero CJI0B. 3aTeM OHa
yCTpOUJIach Ha KPOBAaTH ¥ Me[JIEHHO IIO[IHsAJIa CBOE TeJI0 B BepTUKAaIbHOe 10JI0KeHne. KposaTs-
IpakoH Oblna 0O4ueHb OOJIBIION, Jaxke ecayu Obl MUHUATIOpHAS YK9HBYK9HDb BCTasla Ha KPOBATh,
MeX[y ITI0TOJIKOM KpOBaTH ¥ ee MaKyIIKOM BCe PaBHO OCTaBaloCh OBl HEKOTOPOE PACCTOSIHUE.

JIu KO3 cMOTpen Ha Hee MOJIyIPUKPHITHIMY TTa3aMH, JTI00YsICh CBOeH ManeHbKO# mobumurieit. OHa
OblTa TaKO¥M KpacuBoi. EMy Ob110 TI060MIBITHO, 4TO OYHET AeaTh ero u30paHHUIIA.

UxkoubpYK9HE CHenana IIay3y Ha HEKOTOPO€ BpeMs, 3aTeEM IIaruyjia K HEMY, ¥ BCTaJla II€Pe HUM.



Ona packpeina ob6a Oefpa u nmpuxana ux K teny Jiu FO03. OHa onmycTumia rojoBy, 4ToOk YBUOETh
BBICOKMY U TOPABIU YJIEH, ee JIUI0 MOKPaCHeJIo OT Xkapa, 3aTeM OHa Me[JIEHHO ceJa.

Korga poT ee MaJIeHbKOM KHCKHU JOCTUT YJleHa MMIIEPATOPCKOI'0 OTIIa, OHa 3aCTOHAJIaA.

«AX... HH...»

YkoHBYK9HD HEe MOTJIa yIepXKaThCS Ha KOPTOYKAX ¥ PA3MEIIIISAIA, CIeTyeT JTU ei UCIIOIb30BaTh
PYKH, 4TOOH yep:KaTh PaBHOBECHE, WM HEMeMJIeHHO cecTh. OHA packauuBaach B3a[ U BIEpe],
YJIeH yIapssics O ee KJIUTOP, Kacascs ee IBeTOYHKIX I'y0 ¥ TePCs 0 YCThe ee Biaranuiia. YTo Obl 0Ha
HU [ejlajia, OHA He MOTJIa BBECTH €ro, IOTOMY 4YTO ee KMCKa ITPOM3BOIUIIA CIIMIIKOM MHOTO BJIaTH U
OBlJIa CJIMIIKOM CKOJIB3KOH.

U Bce ke 9T0 OBIJIO TaK IIPUATHO, YTO OHAa HEOCO3HAHHO Ha4dJla PaCKa4YUBATLCSA B3add-BIIEPE] ellle
6bICTpee. Ho aToro OvI710 ellle maseko He JOCTATOYHO, el XOTeJI0Ch elre 60JbIIero KOM(l)OpTa.

«HH-a... TaK IPUATHO, UMIIePaTOPCKUM OTel], 4JIeH UMIIePaTOPCKOro OTLia TPETCSA O PaCIyTHHIU
KIUTOP YK9HBYKIHB... TPETCA 0 PACIyTHYIO KUCKY YXK9HbYXK9HL... UMIIepaTopCcKuil oTel,
ViMniepaTOpCKUY OTEL... ax... YKIHbYKIHb X0UeT TpaxaThCs ¢ MMIepaToOpCKUM OTLIOM... XOUYET,
4TOOB UMIIEPCKUH OTel] 3aCYyHYIL... Y-Y-Y-Y...

«Bynp xopoIei feBOYKOU U UCIIOIb3yH CBOU PYKU».

JIu F03 mOHU3UII TOJI0C U HAIIOMHUII e}, He YIyCcKas HU eIUHOTO MOMEHTa, HaliT! CBOIO BHYTPEHHIOO
IITIOXY U 3a0bIThCS.

JIn YK5HBYKSHE OIIEJIOMIIEHHO IMOTAHYIAaCh BHHU3, YTOORI KOCHYTBCSA YJIEHa UMIIEPATOPCKOT0O OTHa, U
HACTOMYHBO cejla. YJIeH BOH3UJICS B HEE.

YseH UMIIEPATOPCKOTO OTIa OBIJT TAKUM OIPOMHBIM, TOPSYUM U TBEPHBIM, UTO, KOT/Ia OH IIPOHUK
BHYTPb, YK3Hb YK9Hb IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA OCTPLIE OIIYIIEHHUS, B TO BpeMs Kak Bce ee TeJio 60Jesno u
pa3Msryanocs, ee 6empa 6€3BOIbHO PYXHY/IM, 3aCTAaBUB €€ MTOTHOCTHIO CECTh Ha YJIEeH CBOETO
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO OTIIA.

YseH UMIIEPATOPCKOTO OTIa IPOHUK BHYTPb, TEPCS O €e BHYTPEHHNE CTEHKH U IIPOTHIKAJ MUKy
MaTKH.

YxkoupYK9HE 3aApoKaja U TyT XKe Iepellyia 3a Kpall, JOCTUTHYB opra3ma.

OHa Tak CHUJIbHO PhHIaia B 00BSITUSIX CBOET'0 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO OTIIA:

«Uk3HBYKIHb yMUpPaeT... YK9HbYKOHL IIpaBfa yMUpaerT... MMnepaTopckuil oTel; UMnepaTopCKuu



oTell... HMHepaTOpCKI/IfI oTeIl... aX, aX, aX... I/IMHepaTOpCKI/IfI oTeIl...»

JIz KO3 HaKOHeI] CXBaTUJI ee MICUCTYIO NIONKY U TpaxHy ee. JIu YK3HbYK3Hb I0YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
TIOJIHOCTBIO PACCHIIaeTCs B Ienes, 00JIbIlle He B COCTOSIHUY pa3findaTh COH U PeaslbHOCTh, ee TeJo
OBLIO YHUYTOXKEHO UMIIepaTOPCKUM OTIioM. OHa 'POMKO 3aCTOHasa:

«MMnepaTopcKuu oTel] TpaxaeT YKIHbYKIHb... YKIHbYKIHb TaK XOPOIIO... aX... Y2K9HbUKIHb Tak
XOPOILIO TpaxaThCsa ¢ UMIepaToOpCKUM OTIIOM... IMIIepaTopCcKuii oTel], MyX... MyX... TpaxaeT
UYXK3HBYXKIHB...»

B romnose JIu KO3 cTano mycTo, KOTr[ia OH YCJIBIIIAJ CIIOBO «MYK».

OH nocMoTpen Ha IuLo YK9HbYKIHb, MUJIBIYA MaJIeHbKUY S3bI90K UK3HBYK9HB BEHICKOJIB3HYII U3 ee
PTa, KOTHa OHa 3aKphlia r'ja3a ¥ 6e3yMHO 3aCTOHAa:

«MMmepaTOpCKui OTeI] TAKOM TBepAbld, MmepaTopcKui oTer... YK9HbYK9HE TI00UT, KOTa THI
MeHs Tpaxaellb, MyX...MyX...»

«YxK9HBYKI9HE Tenepsb pacnyTHasd? Thl LIT0Xa UK HET?»

«IIImoxa... YkK9HpYKIHL pacnyTHad...»

«IInsg xoro Yk9HbYK3Hb paclyTHas, a?»

«Yk3HBYKIHb pacnyTHas AJi1 UMIIEPAaTOPCKOro OTLA... YK9HBYXKIHL pacluyTHa OJId MyXKa... YK3Hb
YK95Hb MaJieHbKasd III0Xa UMIIEPaTOPCKOro oTia... Ax! BricTpee, UMIIepaTOPCKUM OTel], Tpaxau
UYxaHbYUK9HB ObICTpEE... UMIepaTOpcKul oTel, IMnepaTopcKuii oTell,,, UIMIepaTopcKuii OTel, ax,
ax, emne 6e3xanocTHee, TpaxHU UkK3HL UXKIHB, IIOKa OHa HE CIIOMaeTCs...»

JIn FO3 elne pas mulenHyla ee MSCUCTYIO 3afHULLY.

3BYKU LIJIENKOB pa3faiuch OOUH 3a OPYTUM, a 3aTeM I0C/Ief0Ball XJII0NaIINi 3ByK, U3aBaeMbly,
KOT'[la UMIIepaTOPCKU OTEL] Tpaxasl ee HallOJTHEHHYI0 Baaroi Kucky. Ho ctonsl JIu Yk3HbYK3Hb
ObL1u erle rpoMue. YkK3HbYKIHE KPenKo 00HSIIa CBOET0 UMIIEPaTOPCKOT0 OTIIa 3a Iel0, a 3aTeM
CXKaJla ee MaJIeHbKYIO TM3MY, BbIgaBnuBas elle 00JIbIlle BIary.

«YKIHBYKIHD CKUMAET MaJeHbKYI0 KUCKY, YTOOB MYK TpaxXaJl... MyX [0JIKeH TpaxaTh
Yxk9HpYKIHA KaXkKIbIU OeHb, T0XKalIyiCTa, [I0XKalyrucTa... UMIepaTopCKuy OTell, oXKalyucTa... ax,
HH a... aX... Y2k9HbpYK9Hb TaK X0POIII0... UMIIepaToOpCKuil OTEll CTAHOBUTCS BCE TOpPSUYee U ropsdee...
HMnepaTopCKuil OTell TaKOU TBEPLIM, TAKOX TBEPABIU... IMIepaTopcKui orell... MMmnepaTopcKuii
otel... UMnepaTOpCKuu OTeL...»



JIn }05 mpuxan JIn YksHpYK9HE K cebe Tak, YTO OHa He MOTJIa IOUIEBEIUTLCS, ¥ IPOCTHO Tpaxal
ee, 6opMoua el Ha yxo.

«Kyma TH X04elrh, 4TOOB UMIIEPATOPCKU OTel] KOHUMI? XM?»

JIn Yk3HbYK9HL He MOTJIa U3[0aTh HU 3BYKa, €€ CJII0HA TeKJla U3 IIUPOKO PaCKPEITOTO PTa.

JIn KO3 cunbHO LIIETIHY €€ 10 3agHUIle.

«IIImr0xa, MOICKaXu MyXY, Kyoa KOHUUTH, a?»

«MMnepaToOpCKuy OTel], oXkKanyrucTa, KoH4al B YK3HbUKSHB, B XKUBOT YK9HBYXKIHb...
HMmnepaTopckuil oTell, HHH... UMIepaTopcKuu oTel... IMIepaTopCKui OTell...»

«Jloporast, moporas L3s0 113570 YK9HS, UMIIEPaTOPCKUM OTEI] KOHUMUT B TeOs, TOKA MaJIeHbKUH
JKUBOTHK JTIOOMMOM He HAIIOIHUTCH...»

JIn YxoupYUK3Hb OBITIa COXKIKEHA ero CTPacThio, Kak OyaTO OHa yMUpasa:

«Ax... IMmepaTopckuii oTell... UMIepaTopCcKuii OTelr...»

JIz KO3 BBEICTpENUI BCEX CBOEH ApaKOHbEU CriepMoii B Tesio JIu YKoHbYKIHE.

Ona TyT xKe 6e3BoybHO ymasna, 3aTeM JIu KO3 BHITAIIWIT CBOY MSICHOM IIECT, TOJIBKO YTOOH! IIOTHECTH
€ro K €€ PTy.

Ipoxarmue ryosr JIn YkoHEYKIHB ClIerkKa IPUOTKPHIICS, 3aTEM OHA IIPUHSIA MSICHOM CTepXKeHb
BHYTPb.

«HHH ax», IpoCTOHasa OHa.
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