Cpasy nocie Toro Kak MepinuH cefl, XKEeHIIUHB Cpa3y ke BrIOpamu cBou mo3unuu. Hatanbs mpuxana
TPYOb K ero CcruuHe, 00HSB ero 3a mrew; Punusa u THaHa MOMOIIIH K eT0 TOPCY C KaXkKIOH CTOPOHEI,
IPUKUMASICh K HeMy crepeny; JIycce u AifHa CXBAaTHUIIH €0 3a PYKU ¥ OOHSITTH UX TPYISIMH.

Mepnun 4yBCcTBOBaI cebs Tak, Kak OyATO OH OB B palo M3-3a CMECH UX MATKUX TeJl, UX TeIJI0N
TeMIlIepaTyphl U CKOJIB3KOI0 OLIYINEeHUs “XXUAKOTO MbIIa”.

"Tebe xopoiro, nopg Mepnuu?" HaTtanbs co61a3HUTEIBHO IIPOIIENTala eMy Ha yX0 C3afii, TOTHpast
CBOU CHCBKY BBEPX U BHU3 II0 €T0 CIIUHE.

"Ckaxu MHe, eCJI¥ X04elllb, YTOOH! 1 Tepiia cuibHee, NafHo!?" Cka3ana TuaHa, TepsiCh O HETO PSIAOM
C ero JIeBOU PYKOU.

"9rtoro gocratouno? He cTecHsCS BEICKa3aTh CBOM MEICIH, Munopa!" Ckasana @umnus, notupas
ce0s1 0 ero npaBbIi OOK.

"Ou! Ckaxu MHe, y MeHs Bce xopoiio nonydaetcs?" ITorpeboBana oTBeTa Jlycce.

OHa oOHMMaJIa ero JIeByl PYKy MeXOy TPyOsSMHU, IBUTasICh BBEPX M BHU3 II0 BCEH €T0 JIeBOH PYKe.

"W3BuHU. Mos He Takas Oosblas, Kak y APYTHUX... HO S chelialo Bce BO3MOxkKHOe!" AliHa Hafyna I'yOH,
IIBITAsICh 3aXKaTh €ro IIPaByI0 PYKY CBOEUM CKPOMHOU I'PYABIO.

A¥iHa cTecHsIach pa3Mepa cBoel rpynu. Ho ecnu OBl BHI CITPOCUIIM €T0 YeCTHOe MHEHUe, MepiuH
cKasas Obl, YTO y AMHEI UeabHbIE IPOIOPLIKY; B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, pa3Mep ee IPyau COOTBETCTBOBAJ
ee MUHHATIOPHOU QuUrype.

"9t10 xopoino, HaTtanes!... He Hago TepeTs cuibHee; 3TO paBunbHO, Tuana!... To e camoe u ¢
ToOou, unus! Ito npekpacHo!... JIycce, y TeOs1 Bce xopotro nonydaercs! Tak 4To He BOIHYHUCS! ...
He HykHO 4yBCTBYyellIb ce0s HETIOTHOLIEHHOM 110 3TOMY ITOBOAY; V Te0s umeanbHas mapa AJisi TBOen
¢urypel, Aitga!" OtBeTun MepnuH.

"Oit! TToxoxke, TH B3BOTHOBaH, Munopa!"(dumus)

"Tlonaraio, HaM He cliefyeT npeHeOperath KoMaHOHOM paboToii! [laBail cienaeM 3TO BMeECTe,
Oumua!" (Tuana)

®unus gepkasa MpaBylo PyKy Ha ToJIOBKe MepirHa, B TO BpeMs Kak TraHa cXBaTuia ero CTBOJI
7eBo¥ pykoi#. OHM Hadajid 0Ka3bklBaTh IIOMOIIb €T0 ITOJTHOCThI0 BO30YKOEHHOMY UJIeHY.

"Boxe Moit! ITo Tak xopouo ~!" MepnuH 3acToHas 0T G1aXkKeHCTBa.



Heckonbko MTHOBEeHMI CIyCTs HaTanbs pelnuiia CTUMYIUPOBATh €T0 IPaBOe yX0, TOKYChIBAst MOYKY
€ro0 yXa U BBIbIXas TOpsiyee OhIXaHUe, MeKoda ero; JIycce mocienoBaa IpUMepy CTapIuei
anbHUUKY, COCPENOTOYNB BHUMAHKE Ha €T0 JIEBOM yXe.

AtiHa TomyMara, YTO OHa MOXKeT CejlaTh, YTOOR OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ Cebs Nydllle, ¥ YBUIENA ero
OTKPHITHIH POT, @ 3aTeM HaKJIOHUIACh BIIepe., YTOOH 3aXBaTUTh €T0 I'yObl, OOQHOM PYKOU 00XBATHB
€ero IIeKy, a IPYTroii pyKoii BCe ellle fepKalia ero mpaByio PyKy.

HexkoTopoe BpeMst OHM OCTaBaJIMCh TAaKUMU. brnaromaps KoMmaHgHOM pabote Ounuu u TuaHb, Mepnus
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI NpUOINKeHNEe KyTbMUHAIUH.

Ho, yBHI, OH He MOT MIPeOyNpPeauTh UX O MPENCTOSIIeH ISIKYIAINN, IOTOMY YTO €T0 POT OBLT 3aKPHIT
AWHOn.

HaxkoHery oH 3sKynupoBa. Ero ctoH 3arnymun pot AiHbL. Ero cnepma 3anuiia pyku @unvuu u TuaHBL.

"Ax! Tel KoHuun! 9to 6bU10 BHe3anHo!" (dumus)

"He tpaTh ero cems! OHo gparouenHo!" (TuaHa)

"TIpaBunsHo!" (dunus)

Ounus v TuaHa MepeKuHyu napy $pas, mpexae YeM MOCIEIIHO CIU3aTh CiepMy MepiuHa CO CBOUX
PYK.

"Apa, cnepMma noppa MepnuHa, na? Kak 3aBupnHo..." [IpomenTtana HaTanbs, Habmogas 3a HUMHU
c3apu MepnuHa.

"Ou! au mue Toxe!" Bocknuknyna Jlycce, Ho ®unna u Tuana npourHoprupoBanu ero. OHa Hagysa
ryOBI, 9yBCTBYS ce0s IJI0XO0.

Mexpay TeM, AliHa IPOCTO B3TJIsIHYJIa Ha HUX I'Jla3aMHU, IPeXae YeM COCPeOTOYUThCS Ha MOTUPaHUN
PYK MeprvHa CBOUM TEJIOM.

Bce aTo BpeMsi MepJ’II/IH WTHOPHUPOBAJI UX, IIOTOMY YTO OH BCe€ €Ille IIpegaBaJICd CBOEMY IKCTa3y.

"HTak, MHe UHTEPECHO, He BO3paKkaelllb I Thl IPOHUKHYTh B MEHS ceryac, 1opa Mepnus."
Cobna3HuTenbHO NpolnenTana HaTanbs eMy Ha yX0, BRIBOIS €T0 U3 OIleTIeHEeHUS.

OH crerka IIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, YTOOH KpaeM riia3a BUmeTh 60K0oBo# nmpoduns Hatanbu.



"Xouelb cenaTh 3TO OPsAMO ceidac? UTto Xk, g 6yay TombKo 3a!"

HaTanbst 3aCTEHYHMBO YXMBIIBHYIACh ¥ OTOILITA OT MepiuHa. Bce 3To BpeMsi OHM He 3aMedasiu
Orecka B ri1a3ax AWHEL

Onu Takxke npourHopupoanu JIycce, KoTopas xkajoBanach ®unuu 1 TraHe Ha ux srou3M. Mnapgmias
anb(duiiKa BCe ellle YyBCTBOBajla HEJOBOJILCTBO UX OTKA30M MOOENUThLCA criepMoii MepnuHa. Ho 310
He OTHOCHUTCS K Jey.

[Ipexne uem HaTtanes nopgomuia K MepnuHy, AliHa BHe3allHO OTTalllija ero, 3aCTaBUB BCTaTh CO
cryna. OHa XKagHO IollesioBaja ero B ry0sl, ynuBus MepnuHa. OnHako MepiuH OBICTPO OTBETHUIT Ha
IIOLIEJIYH.

9To MpHUBNEKo Bceobiee BHUMaHue. Ho Gosbiiie Bcero noctpapana Hatambs. OHa cMOTpeia Ha
HEeNyIIuXcs MepauHa U ARHY IIHPOKO PACKPHITEIMHU TJIa3aMH, IIOX0KHUMHU Ha XUIITHUKA, Y KOTOPOTO
TI0JT HOCOM YKPaJIu [0ObIdY.

Hatanps npummia B ce0st ¥ HaXMypUJIach, HO Bo3[epaKasach oT xkajno0. OHa He X0Tesla HAUUHATD
CCOpY C OPYTUMM XKeHIIUHAMU 1epef MepiuHOM, MBITasgCh COXPAaHUTh CBOM UMUK 3PEsIoin
JKEHIIUHEL

«4 He TPOTHUB YCTYNIUTh MaJeHbKOU eBOYKe. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHA XK€ BCETO JIUIIb MaJleHbKast
neBoyka. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 1 OyOy CMesiThCs mocenHel... »OHa IoYyBCTBOBasIa ce0sl Iydile,
nogymas 006 9TOM.

Mepnus u AitHa Opofunu pykKaMu 110 TejlaM ApyT apyra. OHU I1eJ10BaluCch HECKOIBKO CEKYHI, IT0Ka
He 3aKoHYUHU. "['ocnogud MepnuH, BO3bMU MeHS... oxKanyicTta" Cka3ana AiiHa CeKCyaJlbHBIM
ronocoM. OHa BBITTISAENa COOTa3HUTEILHO C MOKPBIMHU T'JIa3aMU U KPACHBIM JTUIIOM.

"0, xopo1uo! JIoxkucek Ha cuuHy!" MepavH KMBHYI U CKa3all eu.

AiiHa cornacunack. OHa IIMPOKO Pa3gBUHYJIA HOTH, 00HAXKUB MOKDPYIO KUCKY, JleXka Ha CIIUHE.
MeprnuH BCTal Ha KOJIEHU MEX[Y ee HOT U IIONHEC CBOH YJIeH K ee KHCKe.

OHa HeMeqyIeHHO 00epHYyJla UMU ero Oefpa U MPUTSHYyIa 6/1MXKe, HellpefHaMepPeHHO 3aCTaBUB €T0
YJIeH ITPOCKOIb3HYTh B €€ Biarajuile.

"Ax ~!" AiiHa y#nOBJIETBOPEHHO 3aCTOHAJIa, KOT[ia I04YyBCTBOBaJjla, KakK ero 4jeH BXOOUT B €e KUCKY.
OHa 4yyBCTBOBaJla yIOBJIETBOPEHKE ¥ YYBCTBO 3aIOTHEHHOCTH.

Ona Havana OBUT'ATb GeﬂpaMI/I, HaM€EKHYB MepJ’II/IHy HayaTh OBUraThCs. [IOHSB HaMeEK, OH Hadal
OIBUT'ATh 6eJIpaMI/I B3a[d U BIIEPEN.
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