Haranbst HaKOHEI 3aKOHYMIa 3aKPHIBATh OBEPHU U IIOOOIIIIA K MepJ’II/IHy, KOTOpBII7I ee xgan. "dA
3aKoHYusIa. U3BUHH, YTO 3aCTaBUIa Tebs XKpaTh." CKa3aia OHa, BUHOBATO I/IAOs Ha MepJ’II/IHa.

"He BonHy¥CS. f He IPOTHB TeOs MOK0KOATh." MepIuH 0TMaxHYyJICS OT ee U3BMHEHUH U BCTall CO
CTyJa, IIOCJIe Yero HalpaBuiCcs K JIeCTHULIE.

Haranbs nocnenoBasna 3a Mep/IuHOM U TIOIIIA PAIOM C HUM. 3aTeM OHa 00HsIIa ONHY U3 €T0 PYK U
IIpuzKaja ee K cBoel 60IbIIoN MATKOM TPYIHU.

MepnuH nosepHyscs K Hatanbe, KOTopast KOKET/INBO eMy V/IbIOHYIachk. B 0TBET OH omapun ee
04YapoBaTEeJIbHOM YIILIOKOM.

OHY MOOHSANIUCH 10 TECTHUIlE U HaIlPpaBUIUCh B KOMHATY MepHI/IHa. ITo HpI/I6bITI/II/I B IIYHKT
Ha3Ha4YeHUs OHU OCTAaHOBHUIIUCE Y ;:[Bepeﬁ.

"Yro cnyuunocs?" CmyieHnHo crpocusna Hataneda. OHa He 3Hasa, I0YeMy OHU He BOLLJIXA Cpa3y.

"Huuero. JlagHo, nmorigeM BHYTph" OTBeTUI MepiuH, Ipexae 4eM OTKPHITh ABEPb.

[Tocne 3TOrO Ha OBOUX TYT XK€ OIIYCTUJINCE IIOTPACEHHBIE B3rJIAObl NEBYIIEK B KOMHATE.

"Tepout! HakoHer-to Tel npuien!" BocknukHysa Jlycce, IpUCIOHUBIINUCE K cTeHe. OHa CKpeluBaa
PYKH Ha TPyQOH.

Jlycce BrITIAmesa HEOOBOJIBHOU OlIO30aHueM MepnuHa.

"W3BUHH, YTO 3aCTaBuI Te0s XKmaTh" BuHOBaTO yiaei0asich, CKa3an MepiuH.

MMM, Oax JIX THI 9TO IIPHU3HAJI, MEH 9TO B me youBiseT, repoi” Ckasaja Punns yKasblBas
"X axe ec 3TO 3Ha €HsI 9TO BCe ellle eT, repoi" Cka3zaina @ a3bIBa
Ha XKEeHIUHY 97TbQUIKY PAOOM C HUM.

"Xo03s1iKa, BBl IPUCOEOUHUTECH K HaM CerofHs BeyepoM?" Crnpocuina TuaHa co CBOEro MecTa Ha Kpato
KpoBatu. Kak u Ounns, oHa CHAena TaM.

AtiHa Mom4ya cMoTpesia Ha MepnuHa u HaTanbio, cupgs mexny Ounueit u Tuanai. OHa BHTISAENa
0eCIOKOMHOM C KPaCHBIM JIUIIOM.

"TIpocTtuTe. BBl He IPOTUB, €CIU g IPUCOEIUHIOCH K BeCeJlbl0 CerofHs BedepoM?" HaTanbsa IPUATHO
ynbel0aeTcs, Korga MepivH IIpoBesl ee B KOMHATY.

"UeMm Oorbirie, TeM Becenee" CIOKOWHO oTBeTH A Ouius, Bce BpeMs 0CcBexkKas YIbIOKY.



"BepHo. [IpucyTcTBUE X039UKN MOXKET ITIOMOYb HaM U repoio” [JobaBuna TuaHa, ciafko yae0ascCe.

"V MeHs HeT mpo6yeM, eciu T Oymernib yyacTBoBaTh" Ckasan JIycce, cierka HaxXMypUBILIKCH TTPU
Bupe Hatanbu.

Jlycce Oblla eAMHCTBEHHOM, KTO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEKOTOPOE HETOBOILCTBO HOBLIM [OTIOTHEHUEM. UTO
KacaeTcsl AIHEI, OHa [yMasia, 4YTo TaM yKe OblJI0 MHOTOJIIONHO, HO IpucyTcTBUe HaTtansu coenano
KOMHaTy 00Jiee TeCHOM.

HecmoTpst Ha CBOM UCTHHHBIE YyBCTBA, JIycce mepxkaja cBoe MHeHHUe Ipu cebe u mo3Bonuia HaTanbe
TIPUCOENUHUTHCS K Becenbio. OHa 3HAJIa, YTO HUYETOo He MOXKET CHeNIaTh IPOTUB MPUCYTCTBUS
HaTanpu, mOTOMY YTO OCTaNIbHEIE, TIOX0XKE, HE BO3pAZKalIH.

AitHa Mon4ana; OHa He 3Haja, 9YTO CKa3aTk.

"Torma cracu60, YTO He IPOTUB TOTO, UTOOH 5 Obyia TyT." CKa3ayna Hartambsi, KuBast JeBYyIIKaM.
3aTeM OHa OTIIyCTHUJIa PyKy MepiuHa.

Yro KacaeTcs MepiuHa, ero B3TJISA BCe ellle OB IPUKOBaH K AlfHe, KOTOpas HepBHUYAIa U
BOJIHOBanack. OH HUKOITIa He OTBJIEKAJICS OT AMHEI C TeX I0p, KakK Haydall Ha Hee CMOTPETh.

Bre3anuo MeprnuH nogomien K AliHe 1 HaKJIOHUIICS BIepen. PaccTosHue MexXAay nunaMu AUHE U
MepnuHa OBIII0 HE CTUIIKOM OOJIBIIUM U HE CIIMIIKOM OOJIBIINM.

HecMmoTps Ha paccTosiHue MexXay HUMHU, AliHa 3aCThljla. XOTSI OHA 3Hasa, YTO OHU OYOyT OmenaTh, ee
HaKOHEI[ 0CEHMJI0. TO Ka3ajlock 00Jiee peabHEIM, YeM B CAaMOM Hayvalle.

“Tr1 HepBHUYaelb, ArtHa?" Crpocun MepruH.

MeprnuH 3HaJ, YTO OTBET Ha €r0 BOIIPOC SICEH, HO OH XOTEeJl YMEHBIIUTh HEPBO3HOCTh U 0€CIIOKOMCTBO
Atinb HeOombIIoN 6eceqoN, IpeXe YeM OHU HayHYT.

A¥iHa OTBeTHU/Ia HaNPsSKEHHON YNBIOKOM U KECTKUM KUBKOM.

"YyBCTBO TPEBOTH U HEPBO3HOCTH MOXKHO IIOHSITh, €CJIM 9TO BIEPBEIE. 1 HAJIeI0Ch, YTO Thl CMOXKEIITh
MHe [oBepsTh. 1 obelaio, yTo OyAy OTHOCUTHCS K Tebe HeXHO U He MpuyuHIo Tebe Bpena"

"Cnacu6o 3a mo6poTy, repoit"

AiiHa OYyBCTBOBaJIa HEKOTOPOe 06jIerdeHye, YCbIIaB yCIOKauBaloLie CJI0Ba MepirHa u
YCIIOKaMBAIOIIYIO YIIEIOKY.



"Mexay ITpoYuM, Thl MOXKEIlb Ha3hkIBaTh MEHS 110 UMEHH. f MOHUMAI0, YTO YKe CIIUIIKOM IT03MHO, HO
s Xx04y, YTOOBI BHI BCE ITepecTasia Ha3hkiBaTh MeHsI MOUM TUTYJIOM." BHe3anmHo MepiuH CMEHUTT TeMY,
IO Ha CBOUX TOBApUILEX, OOQHOTO 3a APYTUM.

I]:[eBO‘-IKI/I OBIIH IMOPAZKEHEI X BRITTTAOEIIN HEYBEPEHHO.

"9 HacTauBal."

YcnmiiaB cinoBa MepHI/IHa, OHHM Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aK0y1e0aIicCh, IMpexne 4eM KNBHYTH B 3HAK COT'JIdCHs.

"Ecnu 9TO TBOE XKeJlaHKe, MBI IlepecTaHeM Ha3bBaTh TeOs 1Mo TuTyny. Cracubo 3a TBOO J00OPOTY,
sopn Mepnun" Ckasana Ounus Kak IpefcTaBUTENb AeBYIIEK, KOTOPBIE COTJIaCHO KUBHYIIN.

MeanH He 3aCTaBJIAJI UX 6pOCaTb TOBOPHUTE 3TU SIIUTETEHI II€Pen €ero HNMeHEM. OH HOHSII, YTO 3TO
OBLITO 66CHO)’I63HO, ITOCKOJIBKY OH IIBITAJICA XU HE CMOT' 3aCTaBUThH Haransio IepecTaThb I[O6aBJ'IHTb
MaCTEePOB, JIOPOOB U TaK JaJjiee K €ro KMEHH B IIPOIIIIOM.

[Tocrne aToro MepnuH CHOBa TOCMOTPeN Ha AuHy. "Twl roTOBa, AliHa?"

Atina BHe3amHo 3acTeiia. OHa conrana O, ecnu OBl CKa3ajia, YTO T'OTOBA.

Ee cepane KOJIOTHUIJIOCh, U OHA OYE€Hb HEPBHHUYAJIA. OHa He Oblza TOTOBA.

HecMmoTps Ha CBOM HCTUHHEBIE YYBCTBA, OHA B3siyia ce0sl B pyKu. « HuUero 1miaoxoro He CIy4UTCS.
IpyTue TOBOPHUIN MHe, UTO BHadane OyoeT HeMHOTro 00JIbHO, a 1mocje 3Toro 0ymet xopoirno! Tel
CIipaBUIIbLCS, AliHa!»

[TomGonpuB cebs, AiiHa KUBHYIa MepuHy.

MepnuH MPUCTAILHO IIOCMOTPET B I'1a3a AWHEL U yBUeN ee yoexneHHOCTh. OH OB paf, 4To AlHa
OblTa TOTOBA CHEJIaTh 3TO C HUM, HECMOTPS Ha ee IPedbIAyIue COMHEeHUS, TON03PEeHUS U
OCTOPOXKHOCTH TI0 OTHOILIEHUIO K HEMY.

OH MTOBEPHYJICS K OCTaIbHEIM U CKa3all: "Bbl He IPOTHUB, €C/IU S CHadala COCPefoToYyCh Ha AnHe?"

®unus, TuaHa u Jlycce Moyida MOCMOTpenu OpyT Ha apyra. [locne storo dunusa KuBHyNna Mepnuny u
cKasasna: "M=nl He npoTuB. [ToxkanyiicTa, CHayaljla COCpeloTOYbCS Ha AliHe, 4TOOH OHa MOTra
IIOJIyYUTh IPEKPACHBIN [IEePBBIM ONBIT"

Mexmy TeM HaTanbss CIOKOMHO YJ'IBIGHYJ'IB.CB, KaK HEIIOrpelnnMas CBATadA MaTh, U KUBHYJIa €MY.



"Crnacu00." MepnuH OBITT pajl, YTO OHU COTJIACUIUCH. 3aTeM OH moOaBui: "[Toka s cOCpeoTaynBaloCh
Ha AliHe, BBl YETBEPO MOXKETe ITOATOTOBUTHCI K CBOEMY MOMEHTY."

"... HaM HyKHO pellluTh Hallly ouepenb, He Tak nu?" HaTanbsa 3agyManacs.

IIBe MoJofble KEHIIIUHEL U IBE SHB(l)HfIKH 00MEeHSIJIHCh B3rjisigaMy, IIpexne 4eM KUBHYTh OPYT OPYyTYy.
3aTeM OHM Hadalu pa3neBaThCs.

MepHI/IH YOOBIIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJI, YBUIEB UX I[eI;ICTBI/IH; OHHU HeﬂCTBHTeHBHO IIOHAJIN, Ha 9YTO OH
HaMeKall.

OH moBepHYyJICA K AllHe U MeJJIEHHO, HO YBEPEHHO B35JI ee PYKU C KojeH. OHU KPenKo CXKUMaJu
M3yMPYOHYIO TKaHb €e MaHTHH, TI0Ka ee CyCTaBhl He mobeeni.

AViHa neliCTBUTEJILHO HepBHUYAJa, U Mep/IuH 3T0 4eTKO 3aMeTUJI. BOT moyeMy OH [eliCTBOBaI
Me[JIeHHO.

Korpma MepnuH gepxkai ee 3a pykKy, AlfHa 3afpoxaia, TPUKYCHUIa HUKHIOW T'y0y U 3aCTEHIHBO
TiepeBeia B3TJISH, ee JIUI0 CUIBHO TOKPACHETIO.

«41 IpocTo IepXKy ee 3a PyKH, HO OHa IEMOHCTPUPYET TaKylo peakiuio. ITo Tak Bo3byxknaeT! Tak
HETIPUCTOXWHO!» B3BOIHOBAaHHO BOCK/IMKHYI IPO ce6sg MepiuH.
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