MepnuH npomomxkuil: "f ckasan Tebe, YTO IPOBEPSIIT CBOU CUJIbI, BepHO? Ha maHHBI MOMEHT s
bu3nYecKu cunbHee, y MeHs 0ojiee ObICTPast CKOPOCTh BOCCTAHOBIEHUSI BLIHOCTIUBOCTH, U ST IIPOKUBY
MOJIbIle, YeM OOLIYHBIN YesloBeK. EC/u 51 MpomoIKy 3aHUMAThCS CEKCOM C KEHIIMHAMHU, MOST CHUJIa
OymeT pacTu, IOKa g TOXKe He CMOT'y TBOPUTb Maruto0. Ho He 3To IiaBHOeE..."

MepnuH Ha MTHOBEHHE OCTAHOBUIICS, YTOOHI MCIIPABUTh CBOU OECITOPSIAOYHBIE MBEICIIH. 3aTEM OH
IPONOJIXKUIIL: "BaxkHO TO, YTO 10 Mepe TOr0, Kak s CTAHOBJIIOCh CUJIbHEE, 1 MOT'Y jaXke IIPOLJIeBaTh
CBOIO XHU3Hb. Tak 4TO He OECIIOKONCS 0 TOM, YTO 5 YMPY U OCTaBIi0 Tebsl, eCJIU Thl CTaHeIb Moek!"

MepnuH nocMOTpe B ra3a HaTanby ¥ MOBTOPUII CBOe Tipeasioxkenue: "MTak, HaTanbs, Thl Oygemns
Moen?"

MepnuH xpaan orBeTa HaTanbu. XoTs OH 1 OBIJT HETEPIENIUB, OH 3aCTaBUII ce0s MOT4a XKOaTh, TISOS
Ha ee OopIoIeecs: BHIpaXKeHue JIUIA.

CrycTs HECKOIbKO MTHOBEHUY BHYTpeHHSs 60pbba HaTanbu 3akoHumnack. OHA HEHAIONT0 3aKphlia
T71a3a, 3aTeM OTKphUIa uxX. OHa cejla Ha KPOBaTH U CEPhe3HO MOCMOTpesa Ha Hero. "Xopormo. Torga g
noBepsito Tebe u Bepio B TeOs. Ho, Korma s 00HapyXKy, YTO TH JIKeIllb, Mbl paccTaeMcs 1 60JbIie
HUKOTITIa He BCTPEeTUMCS. THl CorjaceH ¢ aTum?"

«Ila, sanpduiickasg Munda Barudy!» HecMoTps Ha CBOM OeTCKUe MBICIIH, MepnuH chean
TOP2KEeCTBEeHHOE BhIpaXkKeHHUe JIUIa U CorjlacHO KuBHYI. "He BonHylics. Thl He m0XKajeellb 0 CBOeM
BeIOOpe! KngHych cBouM TUTYI0M repos!”

XoTda MepJ’II/IH IIOKJIAJICSA BO UMA CBOET0 I'epONYEeCKOro CTaTyCa, B €ro rjia3ax 3TO He UMEJI0
3HAa4YeHHd.

Ia, MepnuH OBl 6€CCOBECTHREIM HETOisieM. B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, OH HUKOTIA He Ha3hIBajl Ce0sl XOPOIIUM
Y TIOPSIOYHBIM TIApHEM.

"TloxkamyiicTa, He IIpefiall MOe oBepue U Bepy B TeOs1, moporoi." HaTanbs n3MeHuIa To, Kak oOHa
Ha3bIBajla MepJiuHa U CKPOMHO YIBIOHYIach eMy.

Korma MepnuH ycibIan 3To, OH He MOT IepecTtath yneibaThes. "He Bonnylicsa! Beps B Mens!" On
ObLJ1 B3BOJIHOBAH U 00pazioBaH. ITO OBLJIO TOX0XKeE Ha TO, KaK ero nepBasi AeByIIKa IPUHsIa ero
IIpU3HaHUe B TI00BU Ha BTOPOM KypCe CpefHel IIKOJIHL.

[Tocne atoro MepnuH cen. OH CMOTpeN Ha Hee C TOJIOJHBIM BhIpaxkeHreM nuiia. "Utak, MoxXeM Jiu
MBI OTIIPa30HOBATh HAalllM HOBHIE OTHOILIEHUS €llle OOHUM payHgoM?"

"Apa, apa, ybypydbydy ~" Xuxuknyna HaTtanbs, npukpsiB poT. Ee rina3a Beceno Cy3uuch. "...
HeTtepnenuseiy, He Tak n1u?"



MepHI/IH He CIblan oTKka3a Hatanby, II0O3TOMY OCMEJIUJICA ITPOABUTE MHUIIUATUBY. OH cxBaTHUi ee 3a
IIJIeEYr ¥ HAaKJIOHHUJI TOJIOBY BIIEPE.

Mepnun mpuxarcs rybaMu K ee ry0aM ¥ CTPAacTHO moteoBan HaTameio. Ero sS3bIK MBITANCS
3aCTaBUTh SI3BIK HaTamby MOGUMHUTHCS, TIOKA OHKM OOPOJTUCE ¥ Hee BO PTY. IToKa OHU I1e7I0BAJIKCH,
Haranbst 006BuIa pyKaMu 11et0 MepiauHa ¥ KPenko ero oOHsa.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi MepnuH N3MeHUI CUASAYyIo 1103y. OH CHAeN B 1103e C313a. 3aTeM OH
10JI0KUJI Tenio Hatanbu cebe Ha KOJIEeHH.

Hartaneda no3sonuna MepnuHy 3T0 coennate. MepavH 4yBCTBOBAJI, HACKOJIBKO XOPOIla MArKas
3aguulla Hatanbu y ero 6enep. 3atem HaTtanbst 060Buna MepiuHa 3a Tajauilo CBOMMU ITyXJIHIMU
OegpaMu u CIieIniia HOTH 3a €r0 TEJIOM.

[Tocne atoro MepJ’II/IH B34JICA 3a IIOIIKY U I'Pydb Hatamneu. Ero nesas PYKa CXKHMaJla €e 3aJHUIy, a
IIpaBad PyKa TO IIOT'JIaXKKBaJla €e I'Pyab, TO IKUIlajia COCKH.

"MMmM... xa! An! XmmM..." CToHE 1 B3moxu HaTanmby ObINTY MEPEKPHITE PTOM MepiuHa.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi OHU IIPOIOJIZKAJIHU 1eJI0BAThCS, IT0Ka MepivH He II04yBCTBOBAJI MOKPYIO
TpoMeXKHOCTh HaTanmbu y ce0st Ha KonmeHsx. OH 3HaJI, YTO IOpa MepexoauTh K TTIaBHOMY.

MepHI/IH HAKJIOHUJICA BIIEPEed U YII02KHUII Hartanbio Ha CIINHY B IIOCTEJIN. 3aTeM OH IIpeKpaTuiI ux
HOI.IGJ'IYfI, HO Hartanbs, Ka3anoch, He X0Tera, IIOTOMY 4YTO €€ A3bIK BRICYHYIICH, YTOOBI KOCHYTBCA €ro0.

K Haranne BepHynoCh caMoo0iiaiaHue, ee IIpexkie TyMaHHbIe TJla3a CHOBa CTanu scHbIMU. OHa
Hapgysa ryObl, TOTOMY YTO BCE ellle XOTesla MMOIleI0BaTh ero.

BrIpaxkeHue ee NMlla BEIPA3UIIO ee MPeBKYyIIeHne, Korga MepiauH cxBaTunl ee 3a 6efipa u
PacCIIOI0KuUII CBOM BO30YXKIEHHBIN YJIeH TePe]] ee BIaKHOU KUCKOM.

"XMmM... Ax! Xa... ax!" HaTanbs 3acToHaia ¥ axHyna, Korga MepsuH BCTaBUJI CBOY UYJIEH B €€ KUCKY.
Ona BCKHUHYJIa PYKU U KPEIKO BIleNUIach B IoayLky. Ee rpynb nogeprusanach U3-3a ee pe3koro
IBUXKEHUS.

[Tocrne Toro, Kak Mep/uH IOJTHOCThIO BJIOXKHUJI CBOM 4JIeH BHYTPh HaTanbu, OH yBUOes, Kak Hatambs
OTKpBIIA TJ1a3a ¥ MoCMOoTpesia Ha Hero. OH YXMBUTbHYJICS HaTanbe, KOTOpas xKapKo YasI0HYIach B
OTBET U4 00HsJIa ero HoraMu.

MepnuH Havyan ABUrath 6empamu. CHavasa ero ABUKeHUS OblTd MenjieHHBIME. Ho co BpeMeHeM OH
YBEIUYUI CKOPOCTb.



"Ax, xaaa! Utak, xopomo! O! Trl 6ymopaxuib MeHs! ITo Tak xoporo! Ax, ax, xa!" BocknukHyna
HaTanbs MeXnay clafKUM{ CTOHAMU ¥ IIPEePHIBUCTHIMU B3foxaMu. Ee riasa Obinu pachoKyCHpPOBaHH,
a JIUIO KPaCcHEJIO U BCIIOTEJIO.

"TBOs KMCKa noTtpscaromas! OHa coceT U TpeT MOU 4jieH!"

"910 Tak xopouro! [Taaa! Tpaxait MeHs 6obllle CBOUM IIOTPSCAIOIIUM YJIEHOM, IoxkKasnyicra!"

MepHI/IH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOXKET KOHYHUTL B moboe BpeMs, HO IIBITAJICA COEePZKaThCA. Oxn xoTen
OOJIbITE HACTAaXKOAThCA 3TUM YOOBOJILCTBHUEM.

"YMmuMm... Ax! Konuaro! 4 koryaro!" Bopyr 3akpuyana HaTanesi, ee Teao BEITHYJIOCH U 3afpoxKaro. Ee
Tpynb puxKanach K rpynu MepnuHa.

MepnuH He nepecTaBal fOJIOUTL ee KUCKY, XOTs ee KACKa CXKajach U3-3a 0pra3Ma; 3T0 JOCTaBUIIO
eMy 0OJIbllle YIOBOJILCTBUS.

"Hert, uxx! 4 Tonpko 4To KoH4Yuna! Ax, xaaa! [Toxkanyircra, faiiTe MHe HEMHOTO BpeMeHu!"

"Het! He mory! TBost KMCKa CITHUIIIKOM XopoIia! f He MOry mmepecTtaTh IeBeuTh 6egpamu!"

"Heeeert! [Toxanyicta, octaHoBuch! Ax! Hert, Hxx! Onsats?! { koHuaw!"

Teno Hatanbpu CUIBHO PACTSHYJIOCH U 3aTPSICIIOCH OT opra3Ma. Y Hee ObUIM HETpepHIBHBIE OPra3Mbl,
KOTOPHIE TIEPEIONIHAN €€ Pa3yM YIOOBOILCTBHEM.

BHe3anHO MepnuH npuxariics JUALOM K Tpacyileics rpyau Hatanbu. OH HacmaXkmasncs OLlyIleHueM
MSTKOCTH Y T'JIaAKOCTH Ha CBOEM JIMLE, OCTaBIISASl KPaCHbIE CIIebl YKYCOB Ha 3aBOpaKuBalollen
rpynu HaTtamnbu.

"Xaaa! Huuero 6omnbie! Aimmah honna bhe hazy! (Het! Bonbine He Hapmo! 4 coitmy ¢ ymal!)"((3to
THUII0 3MbPUNCKU...)) HaTanbst 6€CCBSI3HO MPOIIeNTaa U cxkaJjla BOJIOCH MepirHa OOTHOM PYKO#, B TO
BpeMs KakK ApyTrasi CKUMaJa IOOYIIKY.

"Vx! 4 ckopo KoHuy!" O0BsiBUI MepnuH, YCKOPSS TOMYKU. B TO Ke BpeMsi 0€CCBSI3HBIN JIeIleT
Hataneu crarn ele cunbHee.

HeCKOonmbKO MTHOBEHUY CIYCTS

"K-koH4arm!"



MepnuH TOOHS TONTOBY Haf mekonbTe HaTanbu. OH BCTABIISINI CBOM YJIEH [0 TeX IOp, ITOKa ero
T'0JIOBKA He yIepach B IEeWKY MAaTKU 3Ib(PUICKON MUII(HL. 3aTeM OH BEUIMII CBOIO CIIEPMY U
HAIIOJIHUTI ee YTPOOy.

"HHHHHTTXXXXXXX ~~~!" HaTanbs cmabo 3acToHasa, MOCKOJIbKY OHA HCIIBITaNla CaMblil 00JIbIION
opra3M u3-3a crnepMsl MeprnuHa B ee yTpobe. Ee Teno cogporanocs nop TenoM MepnuHa.

OHu ymepKUBaIu 3Ty 103y HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMUH, HacIaXAasCh CUIbHENUIIIUM 0pPra3MoM, Ipexae
yeM paccnabuThCs U yIacTh, KakK Oy[ITO UX KOCTU IIPEBPATUIIACh B XKeJle.
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