Hartanbst ObI71a 0YapoBaHa BUOOM reposi, KOT[la BHUMATEIbHO B3TJISIHYJa Ha ero juio. HecmoTps Ha
TO, YTO OHA BHUJIEJla ero paHbllle, KOTHa OH OBUT B TOCTUHMUIIE, OHa BCe ellle Oblla mopaxeHa. Mx
KPAaTKOW BCTPe4H OBIJI0 HeIOCTATOYHO, YTOOB OHA IIPUBLIKJIA K €Tr0 00asHUIO.

9T0 I0Ka3aJjio, HACKOJIbKO HEeOOBYHOU ObIla ero BHEIIHOCTS ...

«Yto Teneps? [loKHa JIU A IPUTTIACUTh €r0 B CBOIO KOMHaTy? HaTanbs Mojidya pa3MbILIIbIa.

Omna xoTena IIPUBECTH €r0 B CBOIO KOMHATY U ITOBECEJINTCA. Ona Onlna yYBE€PEHa B €TI0 BJIIEYEHNHU K
Heu. OHa YXKe BUueJla Ha cebe ero MOXOTNUBLIM B3rnsAm. M ceitvuac oH CMOTPEJI Ha Hee€ TOYHO TakK XKe.

«JlyMaro, s MOTY IIPUTJIAaCUTh €r0 B CBOX0 KOMHATY... {1 yBepeHa, 4To OH coriacurcs.» Ilocmne
TIIATeIbHOT0 O0yMBIBAHUS OHA pellijia CHavyasia BEIBECTHU ero U3 OlleTIeHeHNU .

"XMMM... TeGe HpaBUTCS TO, YTO THl BUAMIIL, Tepoi?"

Crnapkuii, 37eraHTHBIM ¥ 04apoBaTelbHBIY r010C BeIBeJI MepirHa U3 oleneHeHus. Ero B3rasag cpa3y
JKe TIepeMecTHUIICS C gpa3HAllero gekonbTe Hatanby Ha ee HepUTOBLIE T71a3a, U OH YBUAEI, UTO
HaTanbs CMOTPUT Ha HET'O MTOHUMAIOIIKUM B3TJISIIOM U BECEJIOH YIHIOKOH.

Haranbsa He obupenach, Korga MepnuH yCTaBUJICA Ha ee TPydb; OHA MOHMTA, YTO ee IIaH
IIPUTTIACUTH Ieposi K cebe B TOCTENb OKa3aJscs NPollle, YeM OHa AyMana. 9To Oblyia OB IPOTyyKa 110
napky!

"Hy ma! Cnacu6o 3a npekpacHbil Bun!" Brimanun MepiivH U BCKOPE MOHSJI, YTO HATBOPHUJI; OH XOTeJl
yoapuTh ce0sl 3a IIOCTHIAHBIN ITOCTYIIOK nepen Hatanbex.

Kaxk mor oH, repoy u rjiaBHBIM I'epoud XeHTas, CKa3aTh Takoe?! Bojee TOro, nepepn 3Tou gaMou?!

[TockonbKy 3Ta cobma3HuTENNbHAS OBOOBEBIIas 31b(puliKa TakxKe Oblla ero 1ejbio, MepiivH He X0TeN
OCTaBIISITh ¥ HEe I1JI0X0e BriedaTieHue. Ho yBH, 9TO CIyYUIOCH; OH MOT TOJTBKO COXKaeTh 00 3TOM.

«Het! Emie He mo3mHOo! 4 Bce elrie MOTY IOKOPUTH ee cepatie!» MepiuH MOMbITaacs Ioa00apUTh
ce0sl.

Tem BpemeHeM HaTasnbs moTepsiyia fap peuu oT rpy0oro orBeTa MepiuHa, HO BEIpBaach U3 CBOETO
COCTOSIHUS M 3aTeM IIPUKPHLIa POT pyKaMu, XUXUKas.

Ee menoguyHOe XMXMKaHbe OCTAHOBUJIO CaMOYIIpeKyu MepivHa. Mep/uH HeJlI0OBKO OTBEPHYJICA. «Y
Hee MPHUSATHBIN T'0I0C...» 3aAyMarsiCs OH, 3aMeTHUB MEIOJAUYHHIN 3BYK €€ XUXUKaHbS.



«Kak murno...» [Tomymana HaTtanbs, yBumeB ero cmyienue. Ecmu 651 MepiivH 3Hall ee MBICIH, OH
y1ay ObI OT CTHIIa ¥ THEBA; OH He OblT MuUTbIM! OH OBIT KPAaCUB ¥ MYKeCTBeHeH!

ITocne Toro, kak Hatanbsa nepecrana XuXukKaTh, OHa BeCejio MocMoTpena Ha MepnuHa. "Takoe
COBMafeHUe, YTO S BCTpeTuna Tebs TyT, repoii. Ecnu Thl He MPOTUB OTBETh Ha MO BOIIPOC, T0YEMY
ThI OBbIJT CHAPYXKU?"

"¢1 mpoBepsiaI CBOM CUIIEL. IToCyie 9TOT0 5T pertua mom00BaThHCSI 3Be3OHEIM HeO0M U HaCIafUuThCS
atMocdepo, mpexze YeM BOUTH BHYTPh U BCTPETUTH Te0s." YeCTHO 0TBeTU MepiuH.

"XM™ ... 910 Tak?" HaTanbpsd CKJIOHUIIA T'OJIOBY ¥ MPUCTAJIbHO IIOCMOTPETIa Ha HEro.

B otBeT MepnuH kuBHyII. "[a."

"Ho pa3Be Thl He Ooutbcs 3a001eTh, KOTa JIezkal Ha X0JI0OOHOU 3eMJie."

"Hert. Y MeHd cunbHOe Teno. f He 3a6071elo, TpocTo IPoOLIB Ha yiIUIle HECKOJIBKO YacoB"

"TlonsaTHo..." HaTanbsl KMBHYJa, 3aTeM CMeHusa TeMy: "KcTaTu, MOXKeT OUAEM B Ipyroe MecTto? B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO HETOOXOASIIee MECTO Al MPUATHOTO pa3roBopa”

MepnuH Mopruyn. OH ObII TOPaXKeH ee MPemIoKeHNneM. DTO MMPOU30III0 BHE3ANMHO. "Kyaa Mbl MOTIH
OBl IIOUTH, MUCC X034KiKa?"

Haranbs nykaBo yneiOHynack. Korga MepnuH yBUmen 3Ty yIbIOKY, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ KelaHUe
TPaXHYTh U 3a0paTh 9Ty 0YAPOBATEIbHYIO MUIQY, HO OH BHIIEPIKAJ 3TO XKeJlaHue.

«Ycnouikouicsa! He Oynp HeTepneauBeIM! S He MOT'Y yIIYCTUTh CBOM IIaHC C Hel!» [IpumoxKuB HEMHOTO
YCUJIUY U YTOBOPOB, €T0 XKeJlaHWe HaKOHel] YTUXJI0. 3aTeM OH cKa3an: "Tak? O mecte?"

"TloxkanyucTa, Ceayy 3a MHOM, repoi” Hartasnbs moBepHYIach U MoBejla MepnuHa, KOTOPBIA MOT4a
CJleoBaJl 3a HeH, K CTOUKe.

«Jla 3gpaBcTByeT 3amuulla! AnnetutHrle Oenpa! He Mory moxkpgaThCsi TOTO MOMEHTa KOTrfia OHa
paccTaBUT HOTH Iepeno MHON» [Togyman MepmvH, yBuOeB ITOKaYMBaOIIyOCs 3agHully Hatansu, oHa
HaMepeHHO BUIsdja 3afHullel, Begd MepirHa K MeCTy Ha3Ha4eHu .

«OHa BefleT MeHS B KOMHATY 3a IIPUJIaBKOM... UTO 3TO 3a KOMHaTa?» [Togyman MepiuH.

MeanH OCTaHOBUJICH, Korga HaTanes ocTaHOBUIIACh nepen HepeBHHHOfI OBEPEIO.



"Bxomu, repou" Cka3ana HaTanbs, OTKPHIB OBEPD, IPUTIallasi ero BOUTH.

MepnuHn 6e3 KonebaHuM BOIIeN U 0CMOTPes KoMHaTy. Kak Obl OH 9TO HU BU[IEJI, OH ObIT B 0OBIYHOIM
KOoMHaTe. Bojiee TOro, oH IOHSJI, Ybs 9TO ObLIa KOMHATA... «JTO ee KOMHATa, He TakK JIN?»

Korga ero ocTphI¥ CIyX YCIIBIIIAN 3BYK 3aKPHIBAIOIIENCs 3a HUM OBEPHU, OH IIOHS YIIOBKY Hatambu.
OxupnaHve, BOJTHEHNE U PEUIMMOCThL BHE3AIIHO 3aXJIECTHYIIHU ero rpyab. OH mogyman: «Tak 9To TBOS
urpa ... Pas yxk MeHs IPUTJIaCUIIM, KaK IKEeHTIbMEHa, S He U3MEHI0 TBOUM OXufaHusM, HaTtanbs!»

Bre3anno Hatanes B3s1a MeprnuHa 3a pyky. «Crenyd 3a MHOU, repoid. [laBail IOTOBOPUM TaM.»

Haranbsa nmogBena MepnuHa K kpoBaTu. [Tocne Toro, Kak OH ceql Ha Kpa#, a HaTanbs cena psimoM ¢
HUM, OHa IT0JIOKMJIa PYKYy eMy Ha Oegpo ¥ cKa3ana: "TH XOpPOIIIO II0OBECENIUIICS, He TakK Mu? TH U TBOU
TOBApUIIK OBIJIA TPOMKHAMH."

"A?" MepnuH Obln cOUT ¢ TONKY. OH He oxupnaj, 4yto HaTtanbs 3aroBoput 06 aToM. Korga on
TIOCMOTPEJI B e TIOHUMAIOIIUE TJla3a, OH IPAaBUIIbHO yrafall ee XOO MEICIIEH.

HecMmoTps Ha ero ymuBnenue, HaTtanbs coxpanuia camoo6aaganue. Ee HeBo3MyTuMas MacKa He
ITOKa3hbIBaJla MPHU3HAKOB C1ab0CTH.

"TIporty IpoLIeHNs, €C/IM S ¥ MOU TOBapUIIM JHOCTaBUIN Tebe mMpo0IeMbl IPOIIION HOubo. f
HaJeCh, YTO THl CMOXKeEIlb HaC IMPOCTUTE" U3BMHUIICT MepiuH.

"¢l coemaio Bce, YTO B MOUX CHJIaX, YTOOBI 3aC/IyKUThH TBOE IIPOIIEHKEe, MUCC X03s1HKa"

"A?" Haranbs Oblyia mopaxkeHa. OHa HUKOTa He 0XMfaja, YTO OH UCKPeHHe u3BUHUTCS. OOHAKO OHA
TIOHSIJIA, YTO OH IOOBITPEIBAET €€ UT'Pe, IOCMOTPEB B ero 6ecTsIue riasa.

Hartanbst KOKeTIuBO yibIOHYIach U cripocuna: "IlpaBaa?" YBumeB ero KMBOK, OHa IIPOJOJIKUIIA:
"Torga, moXaiyucTa, IepecTalHb MeHsI TakK Ha3blBaTh. Ha3bBall MeHs 10 uMeHny, HaTanbsa"

"Torpa oueHsb xopoiuo. Hatanbs. B3aMeH, moxasnyucTa, UCIOIb3yi Moe uMs, MepnuH"

"Apa, s HeOCTOMHa, 0 Tepoi. 1 He Oojlee YeM CKpOMHas BOoBa"

"Tloxanyucra, HaTtanbs, Thl JOCTOMHA Ha3blBaTh MEHS MOUM UMeHeM."
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