— 4 He xoTen 3Toro.

Jlykac nociepnoBal 3a [leppuKoM, IOTOMY 4TO BepuJsl B ero KoposeBckue KayecTBa. Briciias
POMIOCIIOBHAS, OOWH M3 CaMbIX CUJIbHBIX IEMOHOB, IIPEKpPacHOe BllafieHue Maruei, CriocoOHOM axe
00e3BMKUBATH APYTUX ObSBOJIOB, TUEPCKOE HYTPO. Bcé 3T0 menasno ero uneanbHBIM KaHOUAATOM
Ha poJib cnepyoiiero Kopons.

— Torpa... Marus HakoHeL npeycresna?

— [a, - 6e3 Konebauuit oTBeTHI JInam, Korga JIykac JOTPOHYJICS [o j16a PyKOH, COGUPAsICh
OTBEPHYThCS. — f TpaHCHOPMUPYIO TPOKIISITHE.

Ho Jleppuk GBI KEM-TO CIMIIKOM L[EHHEIM, YTOOHI IIPOCTO TaK OTIIYCTUTH ero. JIyKac gyMar, 4To yxe
CJIMIIKOM TIO3OHO YTO-TO MeHsATh. OH He [OMXKeH OblT faTh [epPUKY BIIOOUTHECS B YETIOBEYECKYIO
JKEHIIUHY, KOTOpasl 0OKa3ajla Ha HET0 TakKoe OrpoMHOe Bnusinue. Ecnu OBl IeMOH TOJIBKO 3HaJ, YeM
BCE 00epHETCS, TOUHO yOum Orl e€. C rPyCTHEIM CEpALleM U KPOBaBEIMU MBICIsAMHU JIyKac 6ecriegHo
TIOJTHSIJI TOJIOBY ¥ HECKOJIBKO pPa3 00IM3HYII I'yOkl, CJIOBHO COOUPAsCh YTO-TO CKA3aTh.

— Ecnu TH X0Yelllb YBUIOETH KOpOJIH, MOZKeIlb OTIIPABUTLCSA B MU JIIofe, - CKasall FPYCTHBIfI T'0JIOC.

— IIpocTo 3aKpou CBOM POT, - PABKHYI JIyKac.

JInam nuIIs moXKar maedaMy. MoIogoit JeMoH, HeCMOTPS Ha CBOM T'OfIbI, BCE eIlé Ka3ascs eMy
CJIMIIIKOM BCIIBIILYMBEIM M UTPUBHIM. HO Temeph COBETHUK TOYHO MOHST, IIoYeMy JIyKac 0TKa3ascs OT
MOIXKHOCTH areHTa B mpoitoM. OH IEHUT IAapCTBO JIeMOHOB 00JIbIlle, YeM YTO-Tu00 Apyroe. JInam
MeIJIeHHO BHITJISHYJ U3 3aMKa. B oTiwume oT oxapMel, mapsimiei B HeOe, The [apuia JUIIb TEMHOTA,
MECTO, KyHa Hampasisiics ux Koponb, Ob110 66CKOHEYHO STPKUM.
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IXKyOouT cMOTpesia Ha [iBa IIPUTJIAIlleHN s, JIexallye Ha CToJie, HECKOJIbKO NeCSITKOB MUHYT. OIHO U3
HUX OBbIJIO YKPALIEHO CyCabHBIM 30JI0TOM Ha 6e11oM (oHe - OCIenuTEIbHO U BETUKOIENHO. [Ipyroe
3Ke OBIJI0 YEPHO-KPACHOTO 1IBETA, B KOTOPOM CKPHIBAJIOCh YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, HO KpaliHe
cobna3HuTEeNbHOE. [[Ba COBEPIIEHHO PAa3HbIX IPUTJIAIIeHNs yKa3biBall Ha OOHY U Ty XKe JaTy U
BpEMSI.

— KT0 Xe ThHI, 4EPT BO3bMHU?

HeBaxHo, cKoJbKO ['eprioruHs mymasa 06 9ToM, HO OHa He MOTJIa HaWTU HU OOHOTO criocoba y3HaTh,
KTO JKe IIOJIJI0KUJI 3TO MMUChMO B KapeTy. U, B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, UYTOOH! BEISICHUTDH MOAJIMHHOCTh YEPHOTO
IIpUTTIAlIeHUsT, el HUYero He 0CTaBaloCh, KpOMe KaK IOCeTUTh OaHKeT B MiMnepaTopckom [IBopiie.

Ho ¢ KaXmo¥ MBIC/TbI0 00 9TOM YyBCTBO OTPHUIIAHUS POCO. ['0PII0 CKUMAJOCh, CJIOBHO [IKYIUT



3ajeIxanach, Korga IpefcTaBisia I0JIHOe 3eBakK OMeIeHre, YTO MBITaIUuCh OBl €€ YKYCHUTb.
Mapxkusa [atiep 6ecmokounack o ['epiioruae BcE 9To BpeMs. M [IKyouT He 3Hasa - CTOUT JIM CKA3aTh
el 0 CBOEM IOSIBIIEHUY U Xe HeT. [locie moXOpoH XKeHIIKYHa PeryIIpHO HaBellana ['eprjorckui
0CO0OHSIK, 4TOOH Y3HATh, KakK cebsi YyBCTBYeT IOAPYTa.

OpHako B TO BpeMs [IKyouT He OblJla TOTOBA K BCTpede HU MOPAJIbHO, HU Gu3uYecKu. IToaTomy
IBOPELKUY yMeJI0 OTIpaBiIsia Mapku3y oopaTHO. M Korpa I'epIioruHs BepHYIach B OTYECKUM IOM,
CBs13b Obl/Ta BOBCE ITpepBaHa. [KyOUT MPOAoIKaia Pa3MbIIIIITL 00 3TOM, ITOCTIe Yero pelruia
OTIIPABUTh MUCHMO C HEGOIBIIMM MTOJapPKOM - KPACUBHIM JHEBHUKOM [IJIS1 €2KEHEBHBIX 3aMHACEH.

Kmouom K mponoskeHuio obiieHus Ob10 noceleHre 6anketa. Y ecmu Mapku3a 3/1m1ach,
TrepLOTuHS, KOHEYHO, HUUEro He MOrJjla C 9TUM caenaTh. OgHaKo B ciydae, Korma Mapmam [aviep
TOTOBA IIPOAOJIKUTE 00IIeHNE, 3TO CTAJIO0 OBl TPEKPACHBEIM MTOACIIOPLEM.

Ha cnepyromuii qeHb 1MOCjIe OTIPAaBKY MrChMa MapKu3a IpHIilia B 0COOHSK MapKku3a.

— Boxke moit, Magam!

CTONKHYBIIKCH C [IXKYOKUT, C KOTOPOH He 00L[aIach MOIrofa, OHa He MOTJia He YOUBUTHCS.

— Kak BHI IIOKUBaeTe”?

lepuoruns MATKo ynelOHYIach U Oblna KpariHe 61aromapHa MapKu3e 3a BU3UT. Bedb faxke He
ofuasch MecallaMy, OHa He JXeJlajia oTepATh UX KPEIKylo Opyxk0y.

— Xoporo. A Bel? U He gyMaro, 94TO Telepb BBl MOXKETe Ha3klBaTh MeHsd Magam.

— Ox, BepHO, TOrAa...

— MoOXHO 3BaTh MEHS IIPOCTO 10 UMEHH, - 3TO OBl 03HaYasI0 KParHIO CTeleHb OIM3KUX OTHOIIEHUN!
MEeXMY JTIOIbMHU.

[Tocne munyTHOTO KONnebanus MapKu3a cKa3alla, CJIOBHO IIPUHsIIA BaxKHOe st cebs pelneHue:

— Torma He Mmormu OBl BBl TaKXKe 3BaTh MEHS 110 ©UMeHH? MeHs 30ByT Muita [aiiep.

— Koneuno, Muna.

HecMmoTpst Ha HONTyI0 pa3nyKy, pa3roBOp MeXOy HAMU IIPOTEeKal, Kak pyder. becnmokoicTBo
Mapku3sl 0 [IXKyOuT HUKyOa He UCUe3JI0, HO OHa IIPOCTO Pellnia OTAaThCS MOMEHTY B 9TOT OEHb.



— BHI Tak IIOXyOeJin. Bur Xopo1io nuTaeTech? BaxkHO MHOTO KYyIIaTk, YTOOHI He TEePATHh SHEPTHUIO.

— 4 OBl XOTEJIa, HO Y MEeHS HET alleTUTa...

Mapku3sa monda cmortpena Ha [Ixxyaut. Xots ['epioruss 1 roBopuia 3T0, cerudyac OHa BHITJIAENA
HEMHOT0 JIy4llle, 4YeM Ha II0XOPOHaX. Torfa e€ oCTphle KOCTH TOpYalid, TOTOBSICh IPOKOIOTh BCEX
BOKPYT. Ho BCE XKe [IXKymuT BRHITJIAAENa HE TaK XOPOIIO M CYaCTIXBO, Kak ¢ JeppukoMm. Cnerka
M30THYTHIE YTOJIKYU e€ T'y6 n306paxKaiu HEMHOTO TOPbKYIO yIBIOKY. Telno BeCeHHEero COTHEYHOT 0
CBeTa UCYe3JIo, a rila3a, CBepKaBllKe, KaK UCKYCHBIE ParoLeHHOCTH, [104eMy-TO Ka3aJluCh
aTpo(UpPOBaHHBIMU U TTOOIEKIIUMH.

— BmI TakKe CKa3asu, 4YTO XOTHTE IMOCETUTh OaHKeT. Bul B mopsigke?

IXXynuT, CXBaTUBILAS YalKy, He MOTJIa Cpa3y OTBETUTh Ha 3TOT BOmpoc. Benb oHa Gblyia COBCEM HE B
nopspke. Ceftyac mMosiBUTHCS B 00I1IeCTBe OBITIO KpaliHe TPYOHO, U3-3a 3TOTO Ha Cepflle y Heé
TsI2KecThb. Benb ['epIioruHs pelnia IPUNATH He A7 TOT0, YTOOB BEPHYTHCS B KauecTBe 01aropomHon
IBOPSTHKH, @ [JISI TOT'0, YTOOBI IIOHSTh, OT KOTO IIPHIIIO CTPAHHOE YEPHOE MPUTIIAIlIeHHe.

— Boo06mie-To... MHe o4eHb CTpalIHoO. 4 TONBKO HegaBHO IIpHUIiljia B ce0s, IIO3TOMY 6010Ch
BO3BpPAIlIaTECA B BBICIIINI CBET.

Opuako 6osbllle, 4YeM ocyxKaeHus nmonei, [IKyauT 0os1ach, UTO €€ HafeXKabl OyOyT TIIETHHIMHU.
Torga oHa [EeHCTBUTENIBPHO He 3HaJjla, YTO U MejIaTh.

— JIKymuT, - cKa3ana Mapkus3a, IJIAAs NPSMO el B r1a3a. — MHIMAOEHT, YTO IPOU30LIEN ITONIrofia
Ha3sap... Ciyxu - npasga?

[ToHsiTh, 0 4éM crpamuBaeT Mua, Ob10 HeTpymHO. Kak Ovl maneko [IKyauT He HaXOOWUIach OT
COLIMaJIbHOTO MMPa, 3TO He 3HA4YMJI0, YTO OHa He CJIyIlalia o ciyxaX. [Ipexpae Bcero, Bce AymMalu O
Heli, KakK 0 TJIaBHOM BUHOBHUIlE YOUNCTBa Ha BUIIe. DTO 00CyKOasy fake Ha MOXOPOHAX.

— Xorena 6l Cpa3y IPOSICHUTE: S He Tomo3peBato [IxkynuT. Ho, Kak Bcerma, MOAU CKITOHHEI
BOCIIPHHUMATh THIIMHY, KaK IOJIOKUTEIbHEINA OTBET. M1 MOJTYaTh 0 CKaHase - I1oXas uues.

— 4 He Mory cKa3aTh O CIy4YHBIIEMCS B MOAPOOHOCTSIX. MHe ImpaBfa OYeHb XkKallb... Ho cioyxu -
HellpaBfa. J HUKOTTa He MPUYKHSIIA HUKOMY U3 HUX Bpefa, - TBEPAO cKasana [Ixymut. — Ho... d
3Ha0, MUP, HECOMHEHHO, COYTET MeHS BUHOBHHUIEeH. Tak 4To, MOXKeT ObITh, faxke Ha OaHKeTe...

— Ecnu 3T0 HenpaBa, HU4ero crpaiHoro. 4 Bepio [Ixkyout. M moMmory Ha 6aHKeTe, YeM CMOTY.

— Korpma MapKM3a TaK T'OBOPHUT, 4 9YBCTBYIO ce0s1 CIIOKOMHee, - MMEeHHO ceidac repooruHs IIOHSAIIA,
KakKoe BIIMSIHHE OKa3biBajla Ha Heé Muia, 3aluias OT OPYIuX apuCTOKPATOB, KaK IIHUT.



U xoTs [IXKymuT BcE elé 00si1ach MpeacTosiero 0aHKeTa, IP0oxKb HEMHOTO YHSIIaCh.
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Kaxk u oxupnanoch, 0aHKET MPOIIET yKaCHO.

Kak TombpKOo [IKymuT IOSIBUIACh B 3ajie, BCE B3SO YCTPEMUIUCH Ha HEE, CJIOBHO HaOIOmaIy 3a
3BEPHKOM B KJleTKe. E€ cepaile, KoTopoe OBIJI0 MEPTBO Tak [I0JITO, TETIEepPh CyMacliepiie 3abuiocs.
9T0 OBIIO CBUETENIHCTBOM TOT0, YTO €€ OXBATUIIM HEPBO3HOCTH ¥ OECITOKOMCTRO.

— JI2KyOuT, TH B IOPSAAKE? - CIPOCUJI BUHCEH, KOTOPBIN CTOSJI PSIOOM C Hel, IJIdAs Ha yCTaBllee
JIALIO CECTPHL.

Ona KWBHYIJIQ, €dBa IIPUIIOOHSAB I'OJIOBY, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT IIOTEPAET CHUIIBL.

— Ecnu tebe cnumkom TsA2K€eJIO, IIPOCTO CKaxXu MHE.

— Her, - TBEpO OTBeTHIIa OHA, BCE eIllé He B culax HabpaTbcs XxpabpocTH, YTOOR! 3alTH YYTh
fasblie.

Ho [IxXynuT nmoHKWMasa, YTO He MOXKET 0CTaBaThCS 30eCh BeYHO. Ei ellé MpefCcTOs0 PACKPHITh
CeKpeT Npuriamenus. ['eporutsa cxpaTuna OpaTa 3a pyKy, OTUEero B3TJIIAb BOKPYT Telephb ObUIn
oOpallleHbl He TOJIBKO K Heill, HO u K HeMy. OHU NpOH3aIu KoXYy. HeKOTopble MyKYUHEI CMOTPENY Ha
Hee CO CTPACThIO U ITOXOTHI0, OTYEr0 CTaHOBUIIOCH EIIE XyXKe.

— J:[}KYI[I/IT, AyMal0, MHE HYZKHO IT03J0POBATLCA C HEKOTOPBIMU JIIOOBMMU. HOfII[éM BMecCTe?

Koneuno, I'eprioruHs moHMUMasa, 4To BuHceH 6ymeT 3aHAT 00IeHueM C IPYTUMHU JIIOObMH, Belb
Teleph OH TI'JIaBa fioMa. FIMeHHO IT03TOMY [eBYyIlKa IT0Kaydaja I'oJIoBOM, TaK KakK 9T0 OBIIO YeM-TO
CIIUIIKOM TSIKEIBIM [7ig He€. Ho maxe mociie 3TOT0 OHa He MOTJIa IIPOCTO OTIIYCTUTh PyKy GparTa,
Be[lb BOJIHOBA/IACh.

— 4 cobuparock HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTH, - CKa3asa [IKyauT, yKa3bslBast Ha yTroJl.

HacTosmuii afg Hadasics Torfa, Korfga OHa ocTajlach OfHa. repHOFI/IHH IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa IIPOXKUTAIOIINE
B3TJISSOLI Ha CBOEH CIKMHE. B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa B3OOXHYJIAa U IIPUTOTOBUJIACE CECTh Ha 6apxaTHBIfI
OJ¥BaH, CTapasiCh He BOJIHOBATLCA.

— Manenskag Jlenu JIunuc.

B Teuenun ponrux net [IKynuT Ha3belBanu ['epliorvHel, a TakKKe UCII0Ib30BaU JINIIb (PaMUINIO



Myxka. OT 3TOTr0 Takoe oOpallleHre T0Ka3aioch el KpaitHe cTpaHHEIM. OHa CHavalla faXxe He MOHSa,
YTO HEKTO obpaliaeTcs UMeHHO K Hel. TonbKo Korma ['eplioruHs MOOHSIa TOJI0BY, YBUAEa
YyeJ0BeKa, Iperpaxaamlnero e myTh.
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