Teno [IXKyouT mpozKajo, OHa TIIETHO ITBITAIaCh CXBATUTLCS 3a YTO-TO. Korma I'eplioruHs xmana
Ieppuka B KOMHaTe, 00JbIllasi pyKa BHE3AITHO CXBATUJIA €€, 3aKphlJla POT U HaKKWHYJIa Ha TOJIOBY
Me1lIoK. [[eBYLIKY Cpa3y e 3aKUHYJIH Ha I71e40, OJI0KUPYS T00ble TBUKEHUS.

KoHeuHO, B TaKOM I10JI0KeHUU [IJKYIUT HE MOTJIa TIOHSTh, Ky[a e€ HeCcyT. B KakKoi-TO MOMEHT OHa
ITOYYBCTBOBaJa yKacCHYI0 c1aboCTh, yBUOEB TbMY. M 3T0 Obllla HE HCKYCCTBEHHO CO3[aHHAs ThMa, C
Koel ['epIioruHs yKe CTaJKuBanachk. Ka3amock, celiyac MOXUTUTEND CIIYCKAeTCs 10 IIHPOKOM
JIECTHHUIIE KyOa-TO B IIOJI3eMeIIbe.

Teno ymaso Ha 3eMJTI0 U yKe Apyrasi pykKa JOTPOHYIach 10 Heé. Ho B OTIMYUY OT IIPOIIOWH
rpy6ocTH, 3TO OBII0 OCTOPOKHOE, MIATKOE 00palleHue.

— Trl mpuHEC €€?

l'onoc, KOCHYBHIKUCH yXd, IIOKA3aJICAd 3HAKOMEIM.

OpHaxko B mogo0HOM CUTyallid HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIIO CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATHCS M CKa3aTh, KOMY TOT
npuHaaIexkuT. [010Ba coBceM He xoTesla paboTtaTh u coobpaxarts. [Ioka [[XKyouT cToHasa oT 60y,
BEPEBKH, CBSI3bIBABIIME €€, 0C/1a0/IK, a MeIIoK BOBCE CHsIA. TOTBKO B TOT MOMEHT BCE HAKOHEI]
CTaJIo SIPKUM.

OpHako "ApKO" - CIUILIKOM Hepa3yMHOE CJIOBO AJISl 9TOU cuTyauuu. KpacHbIl CBET, CO3MAI0LIUN
OTIaCHYI0 U UHTUMHYI0 aTMOcdepy, TIHYICS, CIOBHO B KBapTajie KpacHHIX (hoHapei. MeIeHHO
Mopras, [IKynuT HaKOHeI] CyMella IPUBHIKHYTh K 9TOMY U HaWTH YeJioBeKa, MpubIUXKarIerocs K
He#. OHa MOHSJIA, YTO JKe 3TO 3a I'0JIoC:

— Bame Bennuectso...

BynbrapHelii CBeT, MepLAOIIKi B TEMHOTE, 3aTEMHHUIT OIHY CTOPOHY ero nuila. Kasanocs, OyaTo oH
IIbIJIAET B OTHE.

Myx4rHa TPUOTU3UIICS HA OOUH Iar. [IKyauT, pedIeKTOPHO B3APOTHYB, HAIIPOTUB - OTCTYIIKIIa Ha
mar Ha3ajl. TOHKOe HampskKeHHe BUTaI0 B aTMocdepe. ['eproruts HUKorfa Ovl He ITofyMasia, 4To
BCTPETHT 31ech MiMmepaTopa, Bedb 60s/1ack YBUAETh TOr0 B 0AHKETHOM 3aJie, U3 KOTOPOro U
cTapanach yb6exaTh TaK PbSHO.

B aToT MoMeHT [IKymuT oxXBaTuI cTpax. [laxke ecnu 3To He ['aHHUOAN, YTO, HECOMHEHHO, Y2KaCHO,
VimmepaTop omaceH cam 1o cebe.

— MHe Xaib, 4TO 5 IPUBET Te0s Cciofla, He CKa3aB HU cjioBa. Ho Tak Kak TBOM MyXK He XOTell Tebs HU
3a YTO OTIIYCKATh, IIO3TOMY IIPUIIIOCH UCIIOIH30BATh I'PYyObIi METO.

— Ilouemy 4 3pech?



— TBog MyXK OeJlae€T BU[, 9YTO IMOTEPAII IIaMATE U IIBITAETCSA Te0s 06MaHYTb.

— B cmrpicnie? B mocnegHee BpeMs Hallll OTHOIIEHUS XOpoIre... Y, Kak BE CaMy CKa3alH, OH
OEeUCTBUTENILHO IMOTEPSIT IaMSTh.

— ThI criBllIana 3TO0 OT CBOETr0 My}Ka7 - Me[JIEHHO IIPOTAHYJI OH.

[Manbmsl, mapsiye B BO3AyXe BCE 9TO BpeMs, cxkanu OlefHyI0 eKy [IKyauT, 3aTeM MOTJIafuiI eé
ke. XoTs 3T0 Obl/Ia I €T0 PyKa, Ka3aliock, OYATO 3TO - KIUHOK. 2KeCT 0Ka3aJics JOCTaTOYHO
nerkum, yToOwl ['eprioruns B3gporuyna. OHa COBCeM He IMOHUMaJa, YTo MmepaTop cefiyac uMeeT B
BUJy, I03TOMY TIOYTH HE [IbIIIAJIA.

— 4 yXe roBopuI Ha IHAX: 1 HUKOTHA He [T0Ka3kbIBalo €1aboCTh APYTUM, - MTHOBEHHO IIOCHIT
MYKYUHBl U3MEHUJICS ¥ OH CXBATUJI [IKyOWT 3a I1e10, CJIOBHO OBLJI TOTOB CJIOMaTh Ty B JII000i
MOMeHT. — ¢ Ha0Iofas 3a HUM B TeYEHUU IONIToro BpeMeHu. U ceifuac BpeMs pa3obpaThCs ¢
Cepuorom.

PazobpaTtsca ¢ Jeppukom? 3auem? [Touemy?

B ronose [I:KyouT BO3HUK PSf HEYIIOPSIOYEHHBIX, HO JIOTUYHBEIX BOIIPOCOB. OMHAKO eJUHCTBEHHOE,
YTO OHA MOTJIa MOHATh: iMIepaTop rOBOPUT He 0 IEMOHE, a 0 IIOKOMHOM MYyXKe.

XO0Tst MBICTTE O TOM, UuTO ["aHHUOAN B35/ €€ B 3a/I0KHUKY C 1IEJIbI0 BEIMaHUTh [leppuKa, He [aBaia
oKosi. Bexp [IXKyouT He BUela HU OMHOM 00BEKTUBHOM MPUYMHEI 71 MiMIlepaTopa OTHOCUTHCS
tTakuM obpa3oM K ['eprory. Ho Bcé ke HacTpo# Kunnapma HeMHOT0 ycrokauBasl. Beos oH cam
TOBOPUT HMEHHO O IIOKOMHOM CYIIPyTe, a He O ieMOHe. A 3HAaYHUT, BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, MOT He OHITh
I'apHMOaIOM.

IKyOIUT OCTOPOKHO 3ar0BOpHUIIa:

— 4 He coBceM IOHMMaI, 0 YEM BBl TOBOPUTE... MOM MyK HHKOTHA ¥ HUYEro He TOBOPUII 0 BamieMm
BenuuyecTtse.

HmnepaTtop mocMoTpen Ha [[KyIUT BHUMAaTeIbHBIM B3TJIAI0M, CJIOBHO IIBITASCh IIOHATH — IPaBa Ik
arto. [IXKynuT ke He u3berasa ero rias, XoTs ¥ YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO BO PTY yKe COBceM Iepecoxio. OHa
TIOHMMaJa: eC/I¥ OTBEHET B3TJIAN, MIMIepaTop MOgyMaeT, UTO CKa3aHHOE - JIOXKb.

— Torga... Te HeMCTBUTEIBHO HE 3HAEHIb?

Ero ronoc cmaruuincs.

HWmMnepaTop CHOBa morjaapui meky [IKyouT, mepexons K YITHOM paKoBHHE. Korga aTo genan Jleppuk,



['epuoruHs 4yBCTBOBaa cebst criokoiHo. Ho mpukocHOBeHus: Kumapaa DOCTaBISIHN XKy TKAN
nuckoMpopT, OyaTO HeCcAT KYKOB mmoj3any 1o nuily. Ho [IKynuT u30 BCEX CUJI cTapanach HE
XMYPUTHCS.

— Pa3Be TH He 3Haellb, YTO TBOM My CIIOCOOCTBOBAJI MHE B MOUX yTeXax?

CnabwIii IyM 3a3BeHeNT B yIaX, CBOAs C yMa. [[KymuT He 3HaJa, YTO ¥ CKa3aThb, Beb HE COBCEM
TIOHUMaJa, YTO 9TO 3HAYMT.

Ha nmuue MimnepaTtopa mosiBUIach IOR03PUTENbHAS YIb0Ka. Ero cMex Ka3asics CTPaHHBIM.

— ¥V MeHs HeMHOT'0 0COOEHHBIN BKYC. 3aX0H.

IIBepb B yI1y KOMHATHI, O CyIIeCTBOBAaHKWU KOTOPO#M [IKYOUT U HE 3HaJIa, OTKPHLIACh U KTO-TO BOIIET.
OO6BIYHAs ofexkaa, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO Oblio Halitu B UMmepaTopckoM [IBopiie. [IpocToit ciyra.

Ho moce c710B 0 CTpaHHBIX IPEANOYTeHUAX BCE BOKPYT ['epIiorHHY ApoxkKasno. MHCTUHKT
CaMOCOXpaHeHUs MUTAJl KPaCHOU J1aMIo4yKoy. MbIcnu 6eCIOpsI0OYHO POMIIKCH B FOJIOBE, HE faBas
IIIaHCa Ha YeM-TO CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATHCS.

— ¢ B3BOJTHOBAH, KOTa BUXKY, KaK IPYTrie 3aHUMAIOTCSI 9TUM, - TEIIEPh TPEBOKHOE JUI0 [[KyIuT
MCKa3HuJIOCH ellé OoblIe.

OHa HMKOTA He MOIJIa MPeACTaBUTh, YTO MMIepaTop, H3BECTHRIA CBOMM YHCTHIM OTHOIIEHHEM K
JKEeHIIMHaM, OKaXeTcs TakuM. Temneps cTaso sicHo, 3aueM Kunmapy mo3Baj ciofa APyroro mapHs.
2KyTKoe omiyiieHre 0XBaTUIO e€. ['epIloTUHS chefiana HeCKOIbKO TTIyO0KUX BIOXOB, YTOOHI
YCIIOKOUTHCSI.

— MHe KaxeTcH, Yy BaC IIPOCTO IIPOUIOIIIIO HEAOIIOHMMaHHE.

— Hepononumanue?

Kunnapn ckpuBuics, 0yoTo cMesyicst Haf e€ ciioBaMHu. ITocye 4ero oH CUIBHO CXKaJjl 0I00pOI0K
IXyouT, cCKa3as:

— Hepononumanue? f xoTen yBUAETh €T0 XKeHY ¢ ApyruM. [Tocre TOro oH mpeKkpacHEIM 00pa3oM
3a00sieBaeT, yMUpAET U TepseT MaMsaTh. YI00HO, He TaK JIu?

WmMmepaTtop, Ka3anoch, He MOT ciepKaTh 'HeBa, JyMas, YTO CYIPYT'd IPOCTO 0OMaHYJIH ero.

Teneps [IXKyouT moHMMasa: [eppuK BLHICTYIIAN B POIM CYTeHEPA, YTOOH 3aIUTUTE COOCTBEHHYIO



BJIACTb ¥ MeCTO 0K0JI0 MMmnepartopa. M acHO, mouyeMy Teneps Kumnapp Tak pearupyeT Ha HOBOTO
Teprora.

E€ ryOwl 3agpozkanu. [[XKyOUT CTJIOTHYJIA CIIOHY, OyAy4u KpaliHe HanyraHHOU. Ho CcTOMIo0 ocTaBaThCs
HA4yeKy, HeCMOTPS HU Ha YTO.

— {1 meuCTBUTENIBHO He 3Hasa 3Toro, Baire BennyecTBo, - [IKyOUT, Kak MOMyrau, cCkasaja TO Xe
caMoe, HaCTanBas Ha CBOEY HEBUHOBHOCTH.

— W 310 mpaBda, YTO MOM My ITOTEPSII IIaMsTh, a TaKXkKe yMep U BocKpec. Baie BenmuyecTBo, HUKTO
He TIBEITAJICS Bac 00MaHyTh. M BCé HeIOOHMMAaHUE - JIUIIL O0JIbII0e HeJopa3yMeHue, II03TOMY MBI
MOKEM IIPOCTO 3a0HITH 00 3TOM, KaK O CTPAIITHOM CHe. Tak 4To...

— THI pa3Be He CIIBIIANA, YTO 5 CKa3as?

Ero pyka cunbHee cxkaja nogboponok [Ixkyout. OT Takoy XBaTKM [ epIIOTHHS HEBOJIbHO 3aCTOHAIA.

— CeropHs TH HEe CMOXKeIIb BEIOPATHCS OTCIOMA.

JIuno [Ixymut nmobnenHeno. Kumnapn cxBaTUI JEBYIIKY 3a I'OJIOBHL, a €€ cepeOpsiHble BOJIOCH
cIyTanu B cyuleM Oecnopspke. [TogHsBmKch, iMiepaTop MOTalIXI €€ K KPOBaTH B YTy IOABasa.
PsiioM CTOSIT OLIETTIOMTEHHBIH MyKYUHA-TTOMOIITHUK.

IXKyOuT cTapanach 30 BCEX CHJI BRIPBATHCS U3 XBaTKU MiMmepaTopa u c6exkaTh, HO TOT CHOBA C
CHUJIOM CXBATUJI Ty 3a ITO0OPOMOK | B3SJI CO CTOJIa CTaKaH.

— Otnyctu MeHs! Het! Ilyctu! - meiTanacs Kpuuath ['eprioruss.

CTpys ¢ IypIypHOM XKUAKOCTHIO I0Taa K Hell IpSIMOo B POT. [KyAUT, YYBCTBYS, YTO BO3LYX
3a0JI0KMpOBaH, 3aKallsiachk. XOTs II0JI0BHHA HACTOWKY OblNIa BHIIIIOHYTA, OCTaIbHas 4acCTh
IOCTUTJIa MeCTa Ha3HaYeHUsI.

[110THO COMKHYB I'yOBI, OHa B CTpaxe 03upasach [0 CTOPOHAM, He IIOHUMasi, YTO XKe 3T0 ObUI 3a
HaIIUTOK.

Baopyr 4To-TO BOH3MJIOCH B JIOABIXKKY. [IpUKOCHOBEHUE - XKTy4ee U TAKEI0e - 0Ka3aJioCh OKOBAMU.

— Kaxk g u ckasas, MHe HyXKHO 4TO-TO cfienaTh ¢ ['epuoroM. Ho ecu mpaBpa BCIJIEIBET HAPYXKY, S
TIOTEPSII0 BCSKOE IOBEPHE U COOCTBEHHYIO YeCTh. A THL... UTO 3Ke HaM cHenaTh?

TonbpKO B 3TOT MOMEHT [[KyOuT MoHsa - iMIlepaTopa HUKaK He nepeybenuTs. OHa TOCMOTpesia eMy



IIpsAMO B I'Jia3a. ToT XKe BCé ermie YJ'IHGBJ'ICSI. Ero u 6e3 Toro APKasi BHEITHOCTH BEIOEIIAIACH emre
CUuJibHEE BO MPaKe IIoaBaJjla.

— Ilourpai co MHOM. Y TOrga MBI IOCMOTPHUM, YTO CMOXKEM CIeNaTh.
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