Cymnpyru MOJoIIIM K KapeTe, MoCje Yero Ky4ep TyT Ke OTKPHUI ABeph. [leppuK OCTOPOKHO YCaaul
eé Ha cupeHue, Ho [IKynuT BuTasna B o6makax. Ha camomM pene, v Heé OblI0 GOJIbIIIE TIPaB U
BO3MOXKHOCTEM, yeM y CunbBuu. [JKyouT MOUCTUHE KPacuBa, YEM Cpa3y ke IIOKOpHja ColuaabHbIe
KPYTH¥ ¥ MHOTHe fioMa. He ObIJIO IBEPH, KOTOPYIO OHA HE CMOXKET OTKPEITh. OIHAKO OHa He UMeJa
OJHOTO - JTI00BY MyXka. IMeHHO 9TO 3aCTaBJI/I0 YyBCTBOBATh I'Iy0OKOe IIOpaXkKeHNe U OTYasHuUe.

B3BermmmBas BCE 3TO B rojioBe, [IKyoUT caMa He ITOHUMAJIa, II0YeMy OfiHa JIMIIb moTeps [Ieppuka
OesaeT €€ CTOJMIb XKaJIKOH.

YT0 3TO 3a 3MOLMOHAIIbHAS Urpa?

IXymuT He X0Teja HyMaTh, 4To Xyxke Cunbun. Tem 6ojiee, 0Ha HUKOTIa He JTI00uIa Myka, T09TOMY
ero J0O0BHUIIEI He OCTABISIN AYIIEBHOTO TUCKOM(OPTa, BEOh aHTUIATHS OblJIa B3aMMHOM.
Bo3MoXKHO, BceNleHNe IeMOHa B Teslo [leppuKa 3aCTaBUJIO €€ YyBCTBOBATh MOA00HYI0 O0JIb B CepAlle.
OpmHaKOo XOTSI BHEITHOCTh Y HUX Obl/Ta OQUHAKOBA, TOKOWHEIN MYK HU B Y4EM He MOT OBl CPABHUTHCS C
IbSIBOJIOM.

Bo3MoxkHO, ecnu O6b1 [Jeppuk OBLI KUB, OEBYIIKa MOMbITanach OBl BCEMU CHUJIaMU IIOJTYYUTh Pa3Bof,
KOrfla eil 9To HajoecT. C KaXmou HOBOW CCOPOM [IKYIUT UCILIThIBajIAa BCE O0bIlle OTBpallleHNs K eTo
IIepPCOHE.

— Cmacu60, 9TO opaepkas MeHs, - TUXO MPOIIeINTala OHa.

E#t Ha camoM [fiene OBINIO IPUSITHO, YTO HOBHIM [IeppuK moBEN ce0st mogobHsIM 00pa3oM. Panee
I>XKyouT BCcerga Ka3ajach MyCTHIM MECTOM, HO ceromHs Bcé Obiio nHauye. Ho CuibBuSs HUKOTIA He
y3HaeT, 0TYEro HacTalu Takue nepeMeHsl. U meByIliKe HECKOHYaeMO HPaBUJICS 3TOT CEKpPET.

— Kcraty, - BcnoMHUmMa [IXKyauT, — 0 4€M BBl roBopuiu ¢ Ero BenuyectBoM? OH 4TO-TO CIIpalIuBat?

Ona Xk[amna BCE 3TO BpeMs 3a IIpenejlaMi KOMHATEI, TO3TOMY HAaKOIIMJIOCE MHOZKECTBO BOIIPOCOB.

— Iloyemy oH BricTaBui Te€05? [I0TOMY YTO THI XKEHIIKUHA?

H}KYI[I/IT TOZK€ He MOI'JIa 3TOI'0 IIOHATH, HO K IIPEAIIOJNI0ZKEeHNI0 O TOM, YTO BCE CJIy4YHMJIOCh M3-3a
TEeHOEPHOI'o IIPH3HaKa, OHa OTHECJIaCh CKEIITUYECKH.

— ManoBepostHO. CKOpee BCero, OH X0Tesl YOeOUThCS, MeHCTBUTENIBHO U THI TOTEPSI ITaMSTh.

— JIu6o OTHOCUTCS C ITOMO3PEeHUEM, - T00aBUIT OH.

— ManoBepoqaTHO...



IXKyouT, TPOXKUB C HUM HECKOIBKO JHelM, oOHapyXuia B [leppruKe MHOTO CTpaHHOCTeN. OmHAKO
VimmepaTop, maxe uMest 0OCTPOe 3peHue, He CMOT Okl 3aMETUTh 9TO JIUIIb Ha HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.
Tenepd [IXKyOuT OeHCTBUTEILHO MOTJIa PACcCIabUThCS U B3IOXHYTh IIOJTHOM TPYIbIO.

HecoMHeHHO, B OyAyleM NpUOETCS MPeACcTaTh epes OrPOMHBIM MHOXKECTBOM IIp06JIeM, CBI3aHHBIX
C YyIEeCHBIM BOCKpeIIeHHEeM, OTHAKO XOTsI Obl ceidac CYNnpyru MOTJIN HacIagUuThCsS YTOIKOM
CIIOKOHCTBUSI.

BresanHo [IXKyauT B3OPOTHYMA, Koraa [leppuk JOTPOHYJICS fa €€ PYKH U IOLleIoBall.

— 3HaeIb, OH TaK BOHSII.

— Yt0? - [IXKyOUT He NOHJa, YTO OH UMEET B BUAY.

— WmMnepatop.

JTio601 B iMnepuu 60si7ICSI IPOU3HOCUTD 3TOT TUTYN. OfnHako [leppuK He IPOCTO 0Ka3asics
OeccTpalllHbIM, HO ¥ YIIOMSHYJI MyKYHUHY B TaKOM KOHTEKCTe. ITO IT0Ka3aJioCh CYIIpyTe
YOABUTEILHEIM, I03TOMY OHA PeIlnja PacCIPOCUTh, UTO JKe OH UMeeT B BULY.

— ¢ He coBceM IIOHUMAIO?

— I/IMnepaTop IMaXHET I'PSA3HO 1 OTBPATUTEJIEHO, — IIOBTOPHUJI OH CBOIO MEICJIb.

IXKyOouT IpeKpacHo 3Hasla, YTO ObSBOJIHI UYBCTBYIOT 3allax JIIofiel, a TakXKe TO, UYTO OHa ITaxXHeT
3aMeuaTebHO. OgHAKO TO, YTO MMIepaTop Imax yzKacHO - Imopaxaso. ['epIoruHe cTaao HHTEPECHO
YTOYHUTD JeTaTu U3 TI0O0IEITCTRA.

— A yeM UMEHHO OH ITaXHeT?

— 4 He Mory 9T0 06BICHUTD. [IPOCTO 3HAO, UTO THI TAXHEIIb KaK YTO-TO CJIAJKOe, BOCXUTUTENIBHO. A
OH... OT 3TOro 3amaxa CTAHOBUTCS TOIIHO, XOUETCS IIOMBITLCS, - Yepe3 CeKYHIY 3aAyMUYHUBOCTH OH
IPOHOIKUI: — Kak s y2Ke TOBOPHUIJ, HEBUHHEIE JIIOAX MAaxHYT Xopoino. Ho yeM Gosbiie yOUNCTB ThI
COBEPIINUJI, TEM XyXKe 3alax.

— He moxeT ObITB, - [IXKYOUT He 3Hala HA OMHOT'0 CKaH[ala, B KOTOPOM y4acTBoBas Okl iMmepaTop.
Bce cuuTanyu ero My:X4YMHOU C XOPOLUIMMU MaHepaMu, Beb OH BCerma AepKaJics OTINYHO Ha
ouIaIbHEIX MEPONPUATUSIX. IMEeHHO 103TOMY 0 HEM - Ha yAUBIIeHHUE - He OBII0 MJIOXUX CITYXOB.

Opnako B ToM, uTO MMmepartop u [leppuk OblIM HEBEPOSTHO OJIM3KHU, MOMKHA OBITh KaKasi-TO
npuYrHa. M TaKoW CBET/IBIN, KaK IPUHSTO CUMTATh, YJIOBEK ITPOCTO He CMOT OBl COCYIIIECTBOBATH C
TaKHUM, KaK €€ ITOKOWHBIA MYXK.



Kax BEpyT B T0JI0Be CHOBA BCILIEUT 00pa3 CUIBBUU: UTO OHA fieJiajia B 3aMKe?

HecomHeHHO, KaXX[IbIHi IeHb BO [IBOPeI MpHe3KalT [IeCITKH JII0eH, 3TO He ObIJIO Y4eM-TO
YHUKaIbHEIM UJIA CTPaHHBIM. HO BCE XKe OHa IIpPUIIlJIa B TO K€ BPEMS, UTO U CYIPYTH.

— 3Haelb, TH BUMEN Ty XKEHIIUHY, Aa?

IeppuK, yKyCUBIINH €€ 3a KOHYKK ITajiblla, HacjlaXkaasch IIPOLIeCCOM, CJIOBHO OH €J1 BKyCHEU I
GPYKT, TOMHS BT/, 3pavyoK, CTAaBIIKNN OTYETIMBO KPACHBIM, CTPAHHO CBETHUJICS BHYTPU TEMHOT'0
BaroxHa. OH yTBePOUTEIbHO OTBETHII.

— 4 He oxupana yBULETh €€ BO [[BOpIE CEerogHs.

— [Touemy xe?

— Hy... 9T0 XeHIMHa, KOTOPYIO JTI00UIT MOM MYX.

2KeHIIuHa, KOTOPYIO 06K MO MyK? ECTh /I B 9TOM MHPE XOTh YTO-TO, YTO 3BYUHT Oojee
abcypaHo?

J:[}KyJII/IT He 3Halla, 49TO emé CKa3dThb, ITIO3TOMY II€PE2KEBEIBAJIa CII0OBaA B T'OJIOBE.

— ¢ 3Hana o Hel, HO HUKOTA He BCTpeyasa... [l03ToMy 4yBCTBYIO ce0sl CTPAHHO, - OHa TUXO
OIlyCTWJIa rjla3a. Beipaxenue nuita CUIbBUY, KOTTla OHa yBupesa [leppuka, CHOBa IIOSBUIIOCEH IIepen
ry1a3aMu.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHU 00a SBJISIMCH IBOPSHAMM, MEXIY TUTYI0M CUNTbBUM U [epPUKOM
CyILIIeCTBOBajla OTPOMHAS MPONacTh. [I03TOMY JTIOTUYHO, YTO OHA He 3HaJjIa 0 er0 YyIeCHOM
BOCKpemreHuu. KpoMe TOro, ceMbsi TI000BHUITEI XKHUJIa OTHAJIEHHO OT CTOJIHUII, TBITAsCh PACIINPHUTD
BJIa[IeHUS Ha BOCTOKE, M3-3a Yero [laiKke caMble BasKHEIE HOBOCTH [OXOOUIIM C OIIO3JaHHEM.

YenoBek, KOTOPOTO OHA TaK J00UIIA PY XKU3HHU, OB BOCKPEIIIEH.

— To ecTh y TBOETr0 My2Ka ObIT POMaH C JEBYIIKON, KOTOPYIO TH aXke He BUeNa? - OH TTy60Ko
B3[IOXHYJI ¥ IOTPOHYJICS OO TOHKOTO mombopoaka [Ixkynut. OHa cMOTpesia Ha Hero pacTepssHHo. — O
yéM XKe OH [yMaJl, UMes TaKyIo KeHy? - u1o JleppuKa He BbIpazxKaso ObUION UTPUBOCTH. ['epIior ObI
COBEPILEHHO CEPhE3EH.

MyXuyuHa CMOTpPeJ Ha He€ BeChbMa HaCTOMYKBO, HACIaXkaasCh KpacoTou. [IKyAUT BEIPOCIIa, CITyIIas
TI0XBaJTy BHEIIHOCTY Ha IIPOTSIXKEHUU BCel XKU3HU. [lake B CBETCKUX KPyrax JaMbl U KaBaJlephl
roBopunu 00 3ToM. Ho HecMOTps Ha 9T0, €€ cepAlle OJIHO COMHeHUH. [lymMaTth 0 cefe B TaKOM KJII04e
Ka3aJ10Ch MOCTHIIHBIM.



Ilo Toro, KaK OHa BHIIIJIA 3aMy2K, MHOTHE MYKYUHEI IIBITAJTUCh YXaXKUBATh, MAPUIIXA MTOJAPKHU U
IPOSIBIISIIN BHUMaHue. Ho Bce OHU ObIIM BeChbMa TJTYIIBIMU U XOTEJIM BCTPEeYaThCs JIUIIh pagu
CTaTyCHOCTH, a He ITI0TOMY, YTO OeNUCTBUTENIbHO BIIIOOUIUCE B [IKyOHUT.

Bonee Toro, xoTst [leppuK BCerma IPOSIBIISIIT 030PCTBO, €T0 CJI0BA 3By4Yallk CEPhE3HO, KOTA pPeYb
3ax0fuIa O BHEIITHOCTH WM TMYHOCTH ['epriorunu. M3-3a yero [IXKymuT 4yBCTBOBasa ceds
CMVIIIEHHO.

— {1 oTUETNIMBO YYBCTBYIO TBOU 3alax, - CHOBa CKa3as OH. Ero ronoBa IpuibHysa K IIee XKeHHI.
IeppuK MOTEPCS HOCOM, TTTy0OOKO BHBIXaS.

OTOT KOMIUTMMEHT, XOTSI ¥ OBIJI CTPAaHHEIM, HO BCE Ke JaBa [IKyguT 3HaTh: OHA eMy He
0e3pa3nuyHa.

— ITouuMaenb? T HOeanbHO IOOXOIUIIL MHE.

I>KyouT IIO4yBCTBOBaJia TPEIET U IPOXKb B IIyO0uHe cepplla, KoTrfa OH cKa3an 3To. OHO CTy4asio BCé
cunbHee: OYITO KTO-TO CXBATUIT €70 KOCTSIIIKAMHU TTasbleB. [€pIIOTHHS HUKOTA He UCIHITHBaIa
momoOHOTo 3a BCIO XKU3Hb. Hu ¢ KeM Oosiee cepplle Tak He TpemeTasno. [leppuk, HaOMoaaBIInii 3a
Hel, BHE3AITHO PaccMesiyics.

— Cepaie MapiaM ObETCS TaK OBICTPO, - OH CHOBA YCMEXHYJICS.

H}KYI[I/IT CHOBaA 3ayMallaChk O TOM, YTO OH - HE YEJIOBEK. Benb HpOCTOﬁ CMepTHbeI HH 3d 9TO 3TOT'O HE
IIOYYBCTBOBAII 1 HE YJIOBUII.

— MeHSs KaX[Ibli pa3 9TO 3aBOAMT... KorMia 4yBCTBA XXKEHHI CTAHOBSITCS CUIbHEE, - TOH JleppuKa
IIOCTEIIeHHO CHMXKAJCSA. HecMOTpPS Ha CUIIBHBIH IIyM TPSICYIIIEHCS KapeThl, eT0 TOJIOC BBIIIe)T JaIeKo
3a TIpefesHl CITyXa, a 3amax MPOHUK I'Iy60KO B TOJIOBY.

IeppuK B3 3anscThe [XKYOUT ¥ MTU3HYTI €€ JTafl0Hb.
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